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PREFACE. 


The editor of this little volume intended 
bringing out an edition of the works of Dr. 
French in a large form, and had made ar- 
rangements with his publisher for that pur- 
pose ; however, the latter gentleman having 
been requested by influential persons to adopt a 
cheaper, and consequently more general mode 
of circulation than that previously intended, 
and the belief that the distinguished author 
himself, if alive, would have published his 
works in the same manner, were considera- 
tions which at once induced the editor to 
alter his mind and to make these celebrated 
Tracts a volume of the “ Library of Ireland/' 
This is, perhaps, one of the first attempts 
that has been made in this country to place 
reprints of scarce and valuable works, ma- 
terials of history, within reach of the people ; 
to introduce and popularize among them a 
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knowledge of these original productions. It 
may be to the neglect of this, that we can 
trace our deficiency in good historical litera- 
ture, not to any natural lack of taste for such 
a literature among us ; on the contrary, that 
taste has ever been fresh and buoyant ; other- 
wise it never could have endured the con- 
tinued ill-treatment to which it has been 
subjected. 

History, to be readable, must be graphic ; 
it must be a finished picture of the past; 
no thoughts, sentiments or ideas, costumes or 
manners, no more than facts, must be bor- 
rowed from the present. In reference to the 
art of composition there is a great analogy 
between the labours of the historian and 
those of the painter ; the latter wants some- 
thing more than a mere incident to make a 
picture — he must take innumerable tints from 
nature itself*; he must be familiar with his 
materials and then labour to produce harmony 
and correct design. And so it is with the 
historian ; he must have something more than 
a list of battles and a regal obituary before 
him; he must have all the features and 
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characters of the men and times of which he 
writes embodied in his narrative; and how 
can this be effected without a deep and inces- 
sant study of old original productions, cotem- 
poraneous with his period, and many of which 
are scarce or inaccessible ? If Leland, War- 
ner, O’Halloran and others, whose industry 
is too well proved by their immense quartos, 
had employed themselves in collecting mate- 
rials for history rather than in compiling, 
they would have done more for their country, 
and its “ history would not remain to be writ- 
ten.” If Vallancey had done so, and made 
his series a “ Collectanea” of this sort, and 
not, with one solitary exception,* a depository 
for the most absurd speculation, then his re- 
putation and motives would be less doubtful 
than they are, and his vanity never spoken 
of. .Nor is it alone necessary to re-print 
works of the class of which we speak, they 

* The Law of Tanistry, and its illustrations in the first 
volume of the “Collectanea,” the only valuable paper 
iu the work, was written by Dr. O’Brien, bishop of 
Cloyne. See O’Donovan’s “ Irish Grammar,” introduc- 
tion, page 58. Perhaps another exception may be ad- 
ded, namely, Sir H. Pier’s description of Westmeath, 
also in vol. 1 of the “ Collectanea.” 
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must be cheap that they may be useful. How 
can the historical student in Limerick or 
Galway get access to the “ Veteres Scriptores 
Rerum Hibemicarum” of Dr. O’Connor, va- 
luable as they are? It is impossible to ex- 
pect it. The use made of a book, as we 
have just said, will be measured by its price ; 
mid in our own literary experience we have, 
unfortunately, too many proofs of the truth 
of this proposition. 

Vallancey’s works and Walker’s bards are 
the only two books on Irish history that were 
published in very cheap editions ; and sad 
it is to see, how many a poet and romancer, 
sculptor and painter, led astray by their de- 
ceptive contents, has effected little beside a 
fruitless exercise of genius. Even at the 
present moment, there are men who draw 
more material from Walker than from Har- 
diman — and who can compare them ? — sim- 
ply because the writings of the former are 
more accessible than those of the latter.* 

* A new, cheap, and corrected edition of “ Hardiman’s 
Minstrelsy’' is anxiously looked for ; we trust, the res- 
pected author will speedily prepare one. 
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Unfortunately, authors in these countries, 
in many instances, think it derogatory to their 
fame and reputation to bring out their works 
at first in a cheap and accessible form ; and 
consequently many of them never live to 
see any effect produced by their. writings. 
How different is the fete of the Continental 
literary men ! Their works are in countless 
editions ;* their popularity increases, and they 
live to receive and to enjoy wealth, honour, 
and the gratitude of their country; while 
some of ours have to pine in misery and 
want, and their learning or ability is not ge- 

* The editor of this volume lately made some inquiry 
as to the relative prices of printing in this country and 
Belgium ; there is no such difference, as one would sup- 
pose, judging from the price of books in both countries. 
There is a great difference, no doubt, in the price of paper, 
and it may be well to consider how far it would be ad- 
visable, in these free-trade times, to lessen the burthens 
upon this article. But, it is neither to the paper or the 
printing that the great success of the foreign book-trade 
is to be traced, but to the spirit of the publishers who 
print long editions and consequently can sell cheap. 
Curious and interesting results in literary statistics 
might be arrived at, by a comparison of the editions of 
Thierry, Thiers, Michelet, and other French historians ; 
with those of Hallam, &c. The writings of the former 
are in the hands of eveiy Frenchman ; I do not suppose 
there are five copies of the “Middle Ages” of the latter 
a 3 
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neralfy discovered until they are on the brink 
of the grave, or, perhaps, mouldering in 
ashes. 

The growing taste for Archaeology and an- 
tiquities among us, is too intimately connected 
with what we have been saying, to pass it by 
in silence. But it is not so much the increased 
study of these subjects, valuable though it be 
that we look to with pleasure, as to the puri- 
fication of taste, and the desire manifested 
at every opportunity to correct former errors, 
or excesses. This purification is most grati- 
fying, and must, in a great measure, be traced 
to the writings of a distinguished man, Mr. 
George Petrie, to whom this country is deeply 
and increasingly indebted. And again, here 

to be found through the popular Reading Rooms of Ire- 
land ; true, that it is in the eighth edition and sells for 
£1 4s., but, if its price was 12s. it would now be in its 
twenty-eighth edition and accessible to all, rather than in 
its eighth. Mr. Knight, of London, has done more than 
any man in England towards the publication of cheap 
and valuable literature. Mr. Chambers has been also 
usefully employed in the same way, in Scotland; nor 
shall the fact of this book being one of Mr. Duffy’s pub- 
lications, prevent me from stating, that the country is 
deeply indebted to that gentleman for placing instruc- 
tive and entertaining literature within reach of the very 
poorest class of an intelligent but impoverished people. , 
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is a further illustration of our argument ; for 
it is not to his learned and unequalled Essays 
in the generally unread Transactions of the 
Royal Irish Academy, that these effects are 
to be traced, but to his unassuming, but much 
more valuable, because much more accessible 
contributions to the Dublin Penny Journal ; 
a book, which has done immeasurable good 
among the people, and which the present writer 
is authorised in stating, Doctor Southey 
valued as a repertory of antiquities and his- 
tory, higher than any other volume in his 
varied and extensive library. 

Having been led into these observations 
upon the publication of historical materials, 
at much greater length than we intended, it 
now remains to say a few words about our 
author. The reader may be disposed to ex- 
pect a life of Doctor French preceding his 
works in this little volume; and so it should be, 
had it not already appeared in the “ Library 
of Ireland,” from the able pen of Mr. 
M‘Gee. Whatever facts escaped that gen- 
tleman’s diligence, and they are few, will 
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be found in the Introduction. However, 
as a substitute for the memoir, the editor has 
thought it not an unfitting opportunity to 
give to the public some description of the Irish 
Colleges of Louvain, principally because the 
following works were originally printed there. 
Dr. French has been intimately connected 
with these illustrious academies, not alone as 
a student, but as professor, president, and 
founder; and, further, he spent nearly half 
his life among the Belgians, and died an 
officiating Bishop in their Church. Inde- 
pendently of these reasons, it may be in- 
teresting to the Irish traveller to have some 
information about institutions, with which 
his countrymen were so intimately connected ; 
and the more so, as the guide books which 
are put into his hands either make no men- 
tion of these Colleges at all, or whatever they 
say is, without a single exception, incorrect 
or delusive. Even Sir James Emerson Ten- 
nant, the only Irishman who has written upon 
Belgium, and a man of decided literary taste, 
and consequently congenial mind, dismisses 
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the subject with one solitary paragraph in his 
book upon that country, and even that is 
incorrect. 

Of “ The Bleeding Iphigenia” and “ The 
Settlement and Sale of Ireland,” some parti- 
culars will be found in a short prefatory note 
attached to each. These tracts present a 
curious picture of the thoughts and times 
of their author, and, I trust, will be received 
by the Irish people as the works of a distin- 
guished prelate of their church, who, for 
fidelity to his country and his faith, was 
driven by the most cruel and partial tyranny, 
as an exile, into a strange, though not 
inhospitable land; and yet who, by his excel- 
lence and worth, was enabled to maintain the 
dignity of his position and the purity of his 
character, so as to induce the foreigner to in- 
scribe upon his tomb the truthful and sugges- 
tive epitaph — u Virtus in Augustus?’ 

In our notices of the Irish Colleges we 
have commenced with the Pastoral or Secu- 
lar one, not that it was by any means more 
celebrated than the Franciscan or Dominican 
houses ; for such is not the case ; but sim- 
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ply, because about it are more conveniently 
grouped some introductory circumstances in 
reference to the University and city of Lou- 
vain, of which we desired to speak. It is to 
be regretted that none of the historians of the 
University, neither Puteanus, Andreas, Ver- 
nuloeus, or Christianus a Langendock, come 
down later than 1667 ; and consequently the 
details about the Irish institutions, which 
were not then very long founded, are not as 
full as one would desire. However, all that 
is to be found in reference to them in these 
time-worn volumes, is embodied in the fol- 
lowing chapters. The editor expected that, 
in the records of Louvain, which were re- 
moved to Brussells by the French, in 1797, 
might be found some interesting papers upon 
this subject. But, after a diligent search in 
the “Archives du Royaume,” none were 
found to exist, except a table of the founders, 
&c., of the “ Collegium Pastorale Hiberno- 
rum.” Possibly, some valuable materials may 
exist in private libraries ; but, even as to the 
probability of this, the editor cannot vouch. 

It is to be expected that the following no- 
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tice of these institutions will be — not from 
any other cause, than their connection with 
our country — of some little interest. Lou- 
vain has been too little known, too long for- 
gotten. And, if the editor shall be enabled, 
through the medium of this volume, to awake 
any interest in reference to that city, he will 
be amply repaid, having done all that he 
hoped for. 

S. H. B. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THE IRISH COLLEGES OF LOUVAIN. 

CHAP. I. 


COLLEGIUM PASTORALE HIBERNORUM. 


There is no country in Europe with which the 
Irish have been more intimately connected than 
with Belgium. In every page of its history, 
ecclesiastical as well as military, we may read 
of our countrymen as distinguished for piety, 
bravery, and learning. No doubt, these are facts 
which must render a visit to that country, to one 
at all possessed of national feeling, an object of 
peculiar gratification; however, it is indeed a 
pleasure by no means confined to an Irishman. 
The simple and cheerful manner of the people, 
their habits of thrift and industry, the freshness 
and vigour of their social and political institutions, 
are circumstances which cannot fail to please and 
gratify the traveUer, from whatever clime he 
comes. Indeed, the means of inteUectual enjoy- 
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ment within reach are so varied and so numerous 
that it is quite impossible any one should lack. 

To the historical student, or archaslogist, most 
of the cities are quite gems of attraction, there 
is something in their sombre and venerable 
appearance that is very interesting. As you 
walk along the narrow streets of a Flemish 
town your mind refuses to associate with pre- 
sent things, and turns back at almost every ob- 
ject to the history and recollections of the past. 
. Upon one side the venerable cathedral rises with 
its immense steeple — from above, its sonorous 
bell tolls like a peal of distant thunder, the tick- 
ing of its huge clock beats loudly upon your ear, 
and all contribute to bring to your mind the early 
days of Christianity and martyrdom. As you 
enter, it may be from under a burning sun, sure 
to enjoy the cool and delicious shade that per- 
vades the interior of the building, you are struck 
with the brilliant rays of coloured light glancing 
from the lofty windows of painted glass, as they 
fall upon some exquisite picture or statue of the 
whitest marble, and these also are calculated to 
cherish the feelings which I endeavour to des- 
cribe. When, again, you find yourself in the 
streets, the drum is heard, the little fellow beats 
lustily before the “ Hotel de Ville,” the soldiers 
run to their parade, the silent sentinel stands as 
you approach him, and, listlessly turning on his 
heel, looks you in the face ; but you refuse him 
even a thought, and remember the time when the 
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honest burghers met within these walls, (making 
their rulers tremble in their palaces,) and in rude 
and loud harangues vowed for liberty or death. 
There again, the old gates are before you, their 
huge grotesque hinges covered with rusty ara- 
besque, reminding you not of modern warfare, 
but of the matchlock and grenade. Such are 
the objects and the associations that crowd upon 
you as you enter a Flemish town. 

In any of these interesting particulars Louvain 
is not deficient ; but, for the scholar there is a 
deeper, a further interest. The University and 
Colleges of this town were for centuries the most 
renowned ; from out it came all that were dis- 
tinguished in Western Europe. To associate 
with the memories of these great men, might we 
say, "t6 make them live again, and as it were to 
accothpany them through their halls and their 
cloisters, <must, indeed, be to any man a pleasure. 

Upon every side, as you wander through this 
town, are the scattered remains of its “ colossal 
University almost every street is the “ locale” 
of one of its fifty Colleges. In one may be seen 
the handsome porch with fluted columns ; over 
the doorway you can with difficulty read “ Col- 
legium Mylianum,” — your view is interrupted 
by the Belgian tri-colour which droops gracefully 
from above, and further by a gilded tablet upon 
which you see “Tribunal de Police;” you will 
say, “ tempora mutantur .” Another such entrance 


Digitized by Google 



XX 


IRISH COLLEGES OF LOUVAIN. 


will quickly meet your eye ; above you see the 
time-worn visage of some sainted patron, under- 
neath the figure, the word “ Brasserie” shines 
in gilded letters — the place is now a brewery. 
Again, you hear the tramp of horses, you look 
curiously into the court-yard, you see a crowd of 
waggons and diligences ; a small slender steeple 
rises, in a further corner, from the red tyled 
roof, and reminds you that the place was once 
more hallowed ground. These are some of the 
monumental remains of this great University. 

After entering the town upon the eastern side, 
a few minutes walk leads you to the “ Place du 
Peuple.” Having turned to the left, and passing 
the “ Hotel de Swede,” you reach the “ Rue des 
Orphelins.” This street is about three hundred 
yards in length and extends down a steep hill ; 
about its centre stood the Irish Pastoral College ; 
the building is now converted into two or three 
modern dwellings of red brick, no external trace 
remains to remind one of its former occupants. 
There was a large archway, or entrance, of cut 
stone, with “ Collegium Hibernum” over head, but 
this has been removed for years. Upon making 
inquiry, we found, that in the back part of the 
building there were some mural monuments ; and, 
having entered, the proprietors kindly led us into 
their little gardens, and pointed at two stones, 
fixed rather high in the walls, with inscriptions, 
which were as follows : — 
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EXCELLBNTI88INU8 D. J08EF^HtT8 
SPINE JL..LTJ S. OBI UNDO S BX MAR 
CHIOMIBUS TU8CALDIJB ET PRINCI 
PIBU8. S. ARCHANGELI IN REGNO 
NEAPOLITANO. ABBAS S. OATHARI 
NAS. NECNON. AFOSTILICUS BELGY. 
INTERNUNTIUS POSUIT DIE 
27 JANY ANNI 1723 . 


EXCEL. D. IGNATIUS BU8CA 
ARCH I EPS EMESENUS 
PATRITIUS MEDIOLANENSIS 
ABBAS. 8. PETRI ET COLACERI 
NECNON APOSTILICU8 
BELGY ETC. NUNTIUS 
POSUIT 

DIE 27 . JANII. 1781 . 

These little monuments were erected to com- 
memorate the visitations of the Pope’s Nuncios 
in the years 1723 and 1781. No other relique 
is to be found upon the premises — not a vestige 
that could remind one of our countrymen or their 
labours. At the bottom of the street there is 
a field, of about three or four acres in extent, 
with a small laundry attached ; it formed a part of 
the College grounds, and we were informed that 
its rents are yet received by the “ Recteur Mag- 
nifique” of the present University. 

Before we allude to the Irish College any 
further, it may be well to say a few words of the 
great institution with which it was incorporated. 
John, the fourth duke of Brabant, being anxious 
to found a University in his dominions, fixed 
upon Brussells as the site ; however, the magis- 
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trates and inhabitants were unwilling to accede 
to the proposal of their prince, fearing, as they 
said, the “ danger of introducing a crowd of 
tumultuous youths into their populous city.”* 
The people of Louvain were better minded, and 
petitioned that the offered boon should be con- 
ferred upon them, and accordingly it was so. 
William de Neefs was sent to consult the sove- 
reign Pontiff upon the subject, and succeeded 
in procuring the papal bulls of the 9th of De- 
cember, 1425. By this document, Martin V. 
authorised the dean and chapter of the Church 
of St. Peter, the magistrates, commonality, &c., 
of Louvain, to open an “ 6tude generale” in all 
faculties, except that of theology; and at the 
same time conferred upon it all the liberties, im- 
munities, and privileges, as enjoyed by the Uni- 
versities of Vienna, Leipzig, Padua, and Mers- 
bourg, from the Holy See. Armed with this 
authority, Edmund de Dynter, the secretary of 
John, attended at Louvain to open the College, 
which was done upon the 23d of August, 1426 ; 
and the public lectures commenced upon the 1st 
of September following, j* The first professors 
were from Paris and Cologne ; and, as a curious 
picture of the times, it may be remarked that one 
of these gentlemen, Jean de Groesbecke, received 

* “ Histoire de l’lnstruction Publique, par Theodore 
J uste, secretaire de la commission centrale d ’instruction, 
en Belgique page 69. 

f Chronique des Dues de Brabant. 
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five large measures of Rhenish wine, as a “ pot 
de vin du march^,” before he undertook his 
duties in the professorship of law. 

The course of study was completed in 1431, 
by the establishment of a faculty of theology by 
Eugene IV., at the solicitation of Philip le Bon ; 
and soon after we find the university^ occupying 
a first place as a school of theology, and sending 
its representatives to the council of Basle, and 
subsequently, in 1551, to the memorable council 
of Trent. 

In the following century the university rose to 
a great degree of prosperity, not alone supplant- 
ing its rivals, such as the academy of Dole 
created by Philip le Bon, and another which was 
erected at Douai* in 1559, but even equalling in 
celebrity the University of Paris itself. The 
cause of this remarkable growth may be traced 
not alone to the excellency and learning of the 
professors, but to the great privileges and im- 
munities that were conceded to them and their 
students. They were exempt from all civic au- 
thority ; the Recteur Magnifique was as powerful 
as a prince ; kings, dukes, and nobles, vied with 
each other in making grants and founding col- 
leges and professorships ; so that, in two centuries 

* This town, the university of which has been the 
alma mater of so many Irishmen, belonged to the Bel- 
gians, until the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, May 2, 1668, 
when together with Lille, &c. &o., it was yielded to 
France. 
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from the foundation, there were no less than fifty 
separate establishments, with their halls and 
teachers, &c. These may be Classed under five 
different heads, namely, the theological schools, 
those of jurisprudence, medicine, mixed or ge- 
neral education, and the schools of the different 
religious orders.* 

The tyranny of some of the Spanish Lieu- 
tenants, under whose dominion the country was 
at this time, and the consequent discontent and 
troubles, tended, about the year 1573, to retard 
the prosperity of which we have been speaking. 
This was increased by the foundation of a rival 
in the University of Leyden, on the 5th of 
January, 1575 ; this latter institution became the 
great pillar of the reformation, and boasting of 
such men as Grotius and Scaliger, soon appeared 
for a while to equal that of Louvain ; however, 
after the peace of Ghent, the Archduke Albert 
and his consort Isabella Clara Eugenia, being 
entrusted with the government of Brabant, these 
difficulties began to subside. 

Among the most distinguished in the university 
at this time, when as yet there was no Irish college 
founded, was our countryman Peter Lombard ; he 
had been elected primus in the school of Arts, 
in the year 1575, and upon the kalends of Sep- 
tember, 1594, was promoted to the degree of 

* Nicolai Vernuhei ; Academia Lovanienais, editio 2 da. 
cap. 7, 8. et. 9. 
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Doctor 5* * * § he was subsequently head of the cathe- 
dral church of Cambray, and finally Archbishop 
of Armagh and primate of Ireland. Dermot 
Hurley another Irishman, was one of the alumni 
of the university a little later ; he also became a 
bishop, and suffered martyrdom.f 

Albert and Isabella, of whom we have already 
spoken, having now taken the university under 
their special caife, attended the course of lectures 
delivered in 1599 by Justus Lipsius ; and peace 
having been concluded (1609) between Spain and 
the United Provinces, the court of Borne, join- 
ing the above illustrious personages, proceeded 
to re-organise the university, depriving the Rec- 
teur Magnifique of his criminal jurisdiction, ( con- 
ferring at the same time more suitable privi- 
leges ; and once more the institution rose to its 
former grandeur. 

The fame of this University had even now 
reached the distant city of Limerick ; and one of 
•its citizens, Matthew Theige,§ attracted by the 
love of learning which was ever a passion with 
the Irish, reached Louvain. He took his de- 
grees as A.M. in 1622. John Sinigh|| of Cork 
was chosen primus in his class two years after- 
wards ; but of these we shall hereafter speak. 

Eugene Mathew, being at this time Archbishop 

* Fasti academici Lovaniensis, p. 130. 

t Idem, p. 214. 

t Histoire de L’instruction Publique, p, 95. 

§ Fasti Academici, p. 143. || Idem. p. 144. 
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of Dublin, and knowing what his countrymen 
were suffering, more especially those of the eccle- 
siastical order, having seen that, by the magic 
touch of English law, the exercise of conscience 
had become the deepest crime, and love of 
Ireland the foulest treason, represented these 
sad events to Urban VIII., and pressed upon 
the sacred College the necessity of providing a 
seminary, with a view of preparing missionaries 
for the church in Ireland. The cardinals at once 
entered into his views, and accordingly it was set- 
tled that a college should be founded in Louvain ; 
and by the Pope’s bull of the 14th of December, 
1624, the preliminaries were all arranged. — 
Urban himself having endowed it with a consi- 
derable grant, a house was purchased, and the 
college was opened ; the course of education was 
rhetoric, philosophy, and theology, and the arch- 
bishop himself established a bourse for the bene- 
fit of the students from his diocese. 

Nicholas Aylmer* was elected the first presi- 

* In a catalogue of the books of Charles Major, canon 
of Ghent, and professor in the University of Erford, 
whose library was sold at Ghent in 1772, I find a book 
written by Aylmer, “ Descriptio Hibernice ,” Louvain , 
1650. I have never seen the book, and, I believe, from 
inquiries made, that it never found its way into these 
kingdoms. It was sold for a few centimes. The InU 
tiurn et exitus Geraldinorum , by Dominick O’Daly, a 
Kosario, was sold at the same sale for something under 
ten pence ; it now brings as many pounds. It is to be 
regretted that there is no public institution in Ireland 
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dent ; and the Collegium Pastorale Hibernorum 
was soon one of the most flourishing in the uni- 
versity. 

We have now approached the time when 
Nicholas French, the subsequently well-known 
Bishop of Ferns, joined the university of Lou- 
vain. Born in the county of Wexford* in 
the year 1604, he was one of the first students 
that entered the Irish secular college, over which 
his zeal, ability, and learning enabled him to 
preside as president.*)* 

However, these prosperous 4^ys of the Uni- 
versity of Louvain were not without their trou- 
bles ; a cloud was gathering in the distant, which 
threatened the destruction of this honoured seat 
of learning. Upon the death of the Infanta Isa- 
bella, which happened upon the 1st of December, 
1633, the Dutch again resolved to attempt the 
subjugation of Belgium. A treaty, offensive and 

whose librarian devotes attention to the collecting books 
of this class. English collectors purchase them freely, 
and we cannot help, in this respect, censuring our too 
obvious neglect of a national duty. 

* Through the kindness of Mr. Francis Codd of Bally- 
tory we are enabled to identify the birth-place of Doctor 
French. A MS. genealogy of the Rossiter family, with 
whom the Doctor was maternally connected, and which 
was placed at the disposal of the Editor, as well as the 
tradition of the neighbourhood, fix the locale at the re- 
sidence of the gentleman to whom we are indebted for 
the information. 

f Chroniques De St. Bavon a Gand, p. 53. 
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defensive, was entered into between that power 
and France, and their combined army of 50,000 
infantry and 1 1,000 cavalry, with a large park of 
artillery, entered the field. The Prince of 
Orange, on account of his intimate knowledge of 
the country, was appointed commander-in-chief ; 
under him served Marshals Chattillon and De 
Brez6. Having beaten some few Spaniards in 
the neighbourhood of Namur, this immense force 
reached Tirlemont, and immediately attacked it. 
So small a town was sure to make but little stand 
before such an army, and, consequently, heralds 
were sent to the Prince of Orange, offering to 
surrender upon condition that the lives of its in- 
habitants (nothing more was demanded) should 
be protected. While this truce was carrying 
on, the besieged left the ramparts ; and the 
enemy, taking advantage of the temporary inac- 
tivity, rushed in and occupied the town. The 
atrocities that followed are unequalled in the 
annals of war: The churches were burned, the 

ecclesiastics murdered at the altars, females, 
young and old, were torn by the hair in the con- 
vents, (where they fled for shelter,) and in the 
streets before their husbands, their brothers, and 
their priests. For three days those dreadful scenes 
continued ; nor did death itself check the rage 
of the soldiery, for the very dead, bathed in 
blood, continued to be the object of insult and 
brutality. Upon the third day the confederate 
armies marched on, and upon the 20th of June, 
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1635, proposed to pass the Dyle; having now 
entered the heart of Brabant, all the country 
between Brussells and Malines suffered alike 
ferocities. 

The inhabitants of Louvain now trembled at 
their approach, and as a brilliant sun rose upon 
the feast of the Baptist, it discovered to their 
affrighted view this ferocious army — flushed with 
all the pride and strength of continued conquest. 
The French occupied the country about the 
Porte de Brussells. Chatillon was at the con- 
vent of Zerbank ; the division of Brez6 occupied 
the farms of Diependael and Meilleraye ; the artil- 
lery were drawn up at the “ Chateau de Haverle,” 
and the devoted city appeared without escape. 

It may be well here to describe the situation of 
Louvain. It is surrounded upon three sides by a 
hilly undulating country, forming itself into lines 
like a series of waves, the closest of which is 
about half-a-quarter of a mile from the ramparts ; 
these are low in comparison to the rising ground 
outside, and form but a weak, if any, defence. 
The natural features that we thus describe, gave 
an enemy fearful odds ; from any point their ar- 
tillery could shower its balls upon the city, and 
yet could be protected from sortie by the easy 
movements of the cavalry outside. The guns 
upon the ramparts could but badly reply to their 
assailants, and the only mode of defence the 
citizens could look to was, to storm the enemy’s 
b 3 
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position, to beat them off ; and, then, what could 
a few regiments avail against 60,000 fighting 
men ? 

Perhaps the reader may be disposed to think 
that the details of this celebrated siege should 
not find a place in a work demoted rather to eccle- 
siastical than to military history; however, it 
forms so striking an event in the annals of the 
university, and besides our countrymen bore so 
distinguished a part in this great achievement, 
that we trust the digression, if it be one, will be 
excused.* 

In this dreadful emergency the “ Lovanistes” 
prepared for their defence ; their entire garrison 
consisted but of four regiments, or about 4,000 
men ; one of these was exclusively Irish, and but 
recently formed,! and commanded by Thomas 
Preston, the afterwards well known leader of the 
confederate Catholics, and distinguished, as the 
Belgium writer says, “ among his countrymen 

* And further it may be remarked that, we have no 
account of the siege of Louvain, or the cotemporaneous 
campaigns in the Low Countries, accessible to the gene- 
ral reader, although our countrymen bore a distin- 
guished part in these events. Mr. O’Conor in his 
“Military Memoir of the Irish,” p. 68, says: — “From 
1609 to 1653, I have not been able to trace them in any 
foreign service.” A considerable portion of this blank, 
that he alludes to, is occupied by Preston and his bri- 
gade, and will make a new and interesting chapter for 
the future military historian of the Irish nation. 

t “Relation RaisonnS du Siege de Louvain,” p. 6. 
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by birth, and among the Belgians by deeds of 
valour and renown.” Two Walloon regiments 
and one German formed the remainder. The 
students and domestics of the university formed 
themselves into three cohorts. The theological 
students forming the first ; those of the other fa- 
culties formed the second; and the servants com- 
posed the third. * Francis Jean de Robles, the 
" Conservateur des Privileges,” placed himself at 
their head. The citizens enrolled themselves 
into five more cohorts. The defence appeared, 
really, little more than a forlorn-hope, yet the 
defenders burned with enthusiasm, and took their 
posts as marked out by the drawing of lots ; and 
all were commanded by an old veteran, Anthony 
de Grobbendrock, in the 73rd year of his age. 

The French having thrown up their out-works 
and approaches, had now reached the very “ Porte 
de Brussells,” where the Irish were stationed. 
They laboured with unceasing activity, and were 
only prevented from entering by the repeated 
sorties of Preston and his followers. At sun-set 
on the 26th, this brave commander examined well 
the position of the enemy, and having collected 
about ninety of the £lite of his men, and twelve 
sergeants, he addressed them thus : “ It is in 
vain, my countrymen, that we hold these gates 
and entrenchments, unless we present an effica- 
cious barrier to the enemy, who now approach us 

* “ Histoire de Louvain, par G. J. C. Piot,” p. 308. 
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by subterraneous passages, like caves ; let us 
drive him from his retreats, unless we wish to be 
driven from here, and upbraided for cowardice 
in permitting his so near approach. Have you 
less courage than he, or will you hesitate to come 
and try, while he fears not to approach ? Don’t 
believe that he is more formidable because he is 
surrounded by earth ; he is but the better ex- 
posed to your blows, and the more he trusts in 
his shelter, the more easily is he broken to pieces ; 
his security but assures our victory. Pour upon 
him with as much bravery as celerity, and prove 
by his defeat how sacred in your eyes is the vow 
of a soldier. As for me, I shall watch upon the 
heights of the walls, least the very coup de 
main” which we now prepare should be carried 
against ourselves by an attack from the other 
side. I will observe the movements of the 
enemy ; but I will be the witness of your cou- 
rage ; — yes, in the midst of the men who now 
surround me.”* 

Preston had scarcely concluded this spirited 
harangue when his troops rushed upon the enemy. 
The trenches in which they were at work were 
filled with their own blood, and in the exploit the 
Irish lost but two men. The following night 
Preston made another sortie in which his son be- 
haved with great bravery. The French, thus 
harassed in their labours, determined to come to 

* “ Relation du Siege,” p. 9. 
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the attack more openly. Trusting in their num- 
bers, they forsook their trenches and covert at- 
tacks, and openly battered the walls of the city. 
The Jesuits, who were acting as a corps of pio- 
neers, had thrown up a demi lune* near where 
the Irish were stationed. The enemy endea- 
voured to carry this by storm ; they found the 
defence more vigorous than their attack, and that 
pickaxes were as much to be dreaded as the 
sword. No less than three regiments were led on 
to the attack. The Irish were for a moment 
overpowered by a more numerous force. How- 
ever, a body of Germans came to their assistance, 
and, (with the Jesuits, returned to the combat, 
and drove , back the enemy with considerable 
slaughter. 

The Dutch were, meanwhile, endeavouring to 
effect an entrance or gain advantage at another 
side of the city. Colonel Eynhont, who com- 
manded the German regiment, which was in the 
garrison, seeing that if the enemy occupied the 
“Montague du Cynge,” a rising ground which was 
neat, they could batter the city with considerable 
effect — determined to prevent this evil. Having 
collected some of his men, he pointed out the 
danger, and called upon them to do as the Irish 
had done the night before. “ Let us teach,” said 
he, “the enemy, as well as the citizens, that 
Germans are as brave as Irish.” And at night- 

* “Histoire de Louvain,” p. 300. 
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fall out they sallied to their work. Before break 
of day the hill was properly fortified and manned, 
in fact, had become a part of the city defences, 
and out of the power of the attacking enemy. 

The siege having now continued some days 
with unabated vigour, the garrison determined 
upon a grand sortie. Upon the evening of the 
29th of June, 250 chosen men — Irish, German, 
and Walloons — crept out at different gates and 
met beneath a large tower, called “ Vestooren 
Kost,” and built upon the walls near the gates of 
Malines, Yilvorde, and Brussells. This was ex- 
ceedingly serviceable, for from the top could be 
seen the movements of the enemy plainly. It of 
course became an object of attack, and three bat- 
teries had been playing upon it without material 
damage. The commander-in-chief was now above, 
and the brave and devoted little band lay crouched 
beneath in breathless anxiety. Preston was at 
the head of his men “with naked arms and drawn 
sword”.* The time had now arrived. A small bit 
of paper was let fall from the tower as a signal of at- 
tack; and they rushed upon the enemy. Numbers 
fell before them — the ramparts were covered with 
the dead. They pursued the enemy, until his 
cavalry was brought up to check their onslaught, 
the students and the citizens came up, upon the 
other side, to the succour of their friends, ' and it 
ended in one of the most brilliant exploits ever 

* “ Relation du Siege,” p. 14. 
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accomplished. The French asked a truce for 
four hours to bury their dead, it was granted, 
while the little brigade were in safety within the 
walls; the hostilities were not again renewed 
that night, the outposts were within a few feet 
of each other, they were tired of slaughter, and 
needed some temporary repose. 

At break of day the fire was again renewed ; 
the enemy’s loss was so great that carts were em- 
ployed continually in removing the dead. Upon 
this day some German forces had come to the 
assistance of the besieged. The Prince of 
Orange now having entirely failed in his attempt, 
was maddened with mortification and despair. He 
summoned the city to surrender, and vowed that 
lie would treat it as he did Tirlemont, if the de- 
fence was further protracted. Upon a rampart 
near him he mounted red flags, a signal that 
no quarter was to be given ; such a step was 
sure but to excite the besieged. A body of the 
Irish rushed out to tear down these insulting 
standards. And having gained the fort where 
they proudly floated, not a man or gun was 
to be found ; the enemy had fled. And thus the 
siege which had commenced upon the 24th of 
June under such disadvantages, was ended upon 
July 4th by the disorderly retreat of the be- 
siegers. 

Of course this great victory was sure to excite 
emotions of the deepest gratitude toward the 
hand of Providence which had thus protected the 
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city, and accordingly all the inhabitants met upon 
the following Sunday to celebrate with solemn 
rites their miraculous delivery. After grand 
mass had been chanted at the church of St. Peter, 
the procession was opened toward one o’clock by 
the Capuchins marching first, followed by the 
other mendicant orders. The Recollects marched 
next in two lines, the one Belgians, and the other 
Irish, for there was now a convent for Irish as 
well as Belgian friars of this order at Lou- 
vain, and of which we will speak in the next 
chapter ; upon former occasions the inmates of 
each house kept their respective places in what- 
ever processions had hitherto been formed, but 
upon this occasion the Belgians wished to mani- 
fest the most cordial affection and gratitude to- 
ward the Irish for their fidelity and courage upon 
this memorable occasion, not alone in “ military 
uniform,” but also, in “ the habit of St. Francis.”* 
The different heads of the University and Col- 
leges, and also those of the city followed in the 
procession after the Religieux, and formed an im- 
mense cortege, which, after proceeding through 
the town, returned to St. Peter’s, and there again 
a further religious ceremony was performed. Af- 
ter this the inhabitants separated, and departing 
to the different quarters of the town, concluded 
the festival with the most unbounded rejoicings. 

A little after this siege, Edmund Reilly, who 

* Relation du Siege, p. 27. 
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was a native of Dublin, and rather advanced in 
years, (having beenaparish priest in his own coun- 
try), arrived at Louvain, for the purpose of studying 
moral divinity under the Jesuits. Having taken up 
his residence in the Irish pastoral college, he sub- 
sequently became president, not leaving it until 
1641, when, returning to Ireland with recommen- 
datory letters to Thomas Fleming, Archbishop 
of Dublin, he was made by that prelate Vicar^ 
General of his diocese, *and was also one of many, 
who, from the presidency or professor’s chair at 
Louvain, reached episcopal dignity, having been 
subsequently elected Archbishop of Armagh, and 
primate of Ireland. 

The news of the difficulties which just now be- 
set his countrymen, having reached Nicholas 
French, who was in his college at Louvain, induced 
him to determine immediately upon returning to 
Ireland to assist them with his counsel;! and hav- 
ing been appointed parish priest of Wexford, he 
became of such repute both for “ elocution, beha- 
viour, prudence and integrity,”! that he was cho- 
sen one of the representatives of that town in the 
assembly of the confederate Catholics at Kil- 
kenny. Mathew Theige, of whom we have before 
spoken, was about the same time chosen Professor 
of Greek in the college of Busleiden, and having ri- 

* Walsh’s History of the Irish Remonstrance, p. 608, 

t Chroniques de St. Bavon, p. 53. 

% Walsh’s Bemonstrance; p. 613. 
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sen to further honours, was at last chosen presi- 
dent of the Irish Pastoral College. He after- 
wards bequeathed to the institution a sum of 
money for the benefit of students, who were natives 
of the city of Limerick. Upon the left hand side, 
and a little behind the altar of St. Peter’s may be 
seen a handsome tomb-stone which marks his 
grave; it is inlaid with white marble, but the 
epitaph is almost obliterated by the tramp of per- 
sons visiting the cathedral. A few lines are yet 
discernible, enough to indicate the name and 
birth-place of the individual whose death it com- 
memorates. 

MATHiCUS THEIGE 

* * * * 


LIMERICEN8I8. 


It does not appear that John Sinnigh whom 
we have before mentioned, in connection with 
Mathew Theige, was ever a member of the Irish 
College; he became “Rector Semestris”of the Uni- 
versity, an appointment of considerable honour, and 
only enjoyed by the most distinguished. In the year 
1667, Walter Enos was president, and as neither 
the Fasti Academici of Andreas, nor the second 
edition of Vernulasus come any farther than this 
period, we are unable to give the names of his 
successors in the presidency. Any thing in re- 
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ference to the University, from this last date, 
must be collected from the general history of the 
city, and it is to be regretted that even this is so 
occupied with details of the wars of the time, that 
little or nothing in reference to the colleges can 
even there be found ; it might, perhaps, have been 
possible, to weave the table containing a list of the 
Founders, &c. of the Irish College, which is given 
nt the end of this chapter, into something like a 
narrative; however, it was thought it would be more 
acceptable to the reader entire as it was found. 

It is needless here to repeat the events which 
drove Doctor French once more to return to Lou- 
vain ; suffice it to say, that he was received as in a 
place which had been in youth to him a second coun- 
try.* It is supposed that it was during this se- 
cond visit he became president of the Irish Col- 
lege ; subsequently he took up his residence at 
Ghent, and was appointed Coadjutor Bishop to 
M. d’ Allamont, who treated him with the affection 
of a brother. He died in the latter city upon the 
28th of August, 1678, at the advanced age of 74, 
and was buried at the foot of the grand altar in 
the parish church of St. Nicholas. A slab of 
the purest marble, and decorated with the car- 
dinal’s hat, armorial bearings, &c. in honour of his 
memory, has the following laudatory but truthful 
inscription : 

* Chroniques de St. Bavon, p. 53. 
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VIRTU8 IN AUGU8TII8 
D. O. M. 

8ISTE, VIATOR, AUDI, LEGE, LUGE, 

HIC JACET 

ILLU8TRI88IMUS AC REVERENDI88IMUS PRJ28UL 
NICOLAUS FRENCH 

FERNEN8IUM IN HIBERNIA EPISCOPU8 HUMILI8 : 

sacra: capella: pontificia: comes assistens : 

SUPREMI CONCILII REGN1 HYBERNIA CONSILIARIUS, 
AB EODEM AD INNOCENTIUM X. PAP CUM AUTHORI- 
TATE DEPUTATUB : 

ILLUSTRI88IMORUM AC REVERE NDIS8IMORUM 
EPISCOPORUM 8. JACOBI IN GALLICIA ; 
PARISIENSIS IN GALLIA, AC DEMUM GANDEN8IS IN 
FLANDRIA 

COADJUTOR INDEFES8U8: 

HAiRESI ARCH ARUM, AC HA2RETICORUM TAM VERBO* 
QUAM CALAMO PROFLIGATOR ACERRIMU8, 
COLLEGII PA8TORALIS HTBERNORUM LOVANII ALUM* 
NU8, MAGI8TER, PRA8E8. BENEFACTOR 
FUNDATA IBIDEM BURSA 180 . FLOR ANNUE 
IN PERPETUUM PRO CAPACIORIBUS 
INGE NIIS *. 

TANDEM EXULATUS 8UI A DILECTIS, PATRIA, 
EPISCOPATU ET GREGE OB FIDEM ANNO 25 . 

PR A: SUL EMERITUS EMEN8IS PRO ECCLESIA DEI 
INNUMERIS PERICULIS AC PER8ECUTIONIBUS 
CUNCTIS SEMPER GRATU8, OMNIBUS 8PECTABILIS, 
NON SINE MAGNO PATRIA! 8UAS PRAJJUDICIO, 
BONORUMQUE, SUSPIRIIS AC LACYRMIS 
HOC MARMORE TEGITUR, QUI VERE FUIT 
ANIMO PONTIFEX, VERBO ANGELUS VITA SACERDOS, 
OBIIT GANDAVI IN METROPOLI FLANDRIA : 
ETATI8 74 ., EPISCOPATUS ANNO 30 . 
INCARNATIONI8 DOMINICA: 1678 . MENSI8 AUGUSTI 23 
REQUIESCAT IN PACE. 
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His funeral oration was, upon the 19th of July 
following, pronounced by Thomas Stapleton, who 
was also an Irishman, and one of the most distin- 
guished scholars at Louvain ; upon several occa- 
sions he was elected to the greatest academical 
dignity that could be conferred, namely, “Recteur 
Magnifique” of the University. This latter indi- 
vidual was a native of Fethard in the county 
Tipperary, and the grandson of Thomas, lord of 
Thurlesbeg, Knockane, Neveagh, and Karrighine 
in the same county; his mother was Eleanor 
Meagher, and, strange to say, his grandmother’s 
name was Meagher also, being Honora Meagher 
of Barnagne. * Doctor Stapleton died in the 
Irish Pastoral College, upon the 14th of August, 
1 694 ; he granted by his will a large sum to this 
institution, having founded no less than seven 
bourses for Irish students with some limitations 
in favour of his kindred, &c. &c., although pre- 
sident of the “ Collegium Mylianum,” which con- 
sequently might have expected his favour. 

His friends erected a very handsome monu- 
ment to his memory, which may be seen at the 
left hand side as you enter the church of St. Pe- 
ter. A large slab of black marble is inserted in 
the wall bearing an epitaph. Over head is a 
finely executed bust in white marble, two large 
allegorical figures stand at either side, and a dra- 
pery falls gracefully from above, contrasting ef- 

* Chroniques de S. Bavon, Vol. ii. 7. 
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fectively with the black slab which bears the in- 
scription which runs thus : 

D. o. M. 

ET MSMORIA 

VIRI CLARISS. D. THOMAS STAPLETONI, 
FIDARDIENSIS IBERNI PRESBYTERI 
JURIS UTRIUSQUE DOCTORIS 
ET 

S. CANONUM PROFESSORIS ORDINARII, 

HUJUS ECCLESIA5 CANONICI SENIORIS, 

AC COLLEGI1 MYLIANI PR^SIDIS, 

ACADEMLE V1CIBU8 DENIS 
RECTORIS MAGNIFICI, 

HIC SEPULTI 

HzEREDES AC EXECUTORE8 

TESTAMENTI ET PI^E FUNDAT10NI8 EJUS, 
POSUERUNT. 

OBIIT 8EPTUAGENARIO MAJOR, 

XIX. KAL. 8EPTEMB. CIO. IOC. XCIV. 

REUUIESCAT IN PACE. AMEN. « 

Toward the close of the 1 7th century, clouds 
appeared to darken too thickly over the Univer- 
sity and Colleges of Louvain. The ambition of 
Louis XIV. led him into many attempts for the 
conquest of the Low Countries ; the city of 
which we are speaking was several times threat- 
ened by French armies, the University doors 
were thrown open, and the distracted students 
driven to work at the fortification and defences. 
These troubles increased upon the death of Charles 
II. in the year 1700; the war of the succes- 
sion then commenced ; the Count d’ Anjou the son 
of Louis having been placed upon the throne of 
Spain, the occupation of Flanders and Brabant 
was an event sure to follow ; Louvain was taken by 
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the French, and the river Dyle flowing through the 
•city was made a line of numerous defences. The 
University and its fifty colleges, the chapels and 
convents were hastily turned into magazines and 
stores filled with provisions. England, Germany, 
Prussia, Denmark, and Holland confederated to 
beat down this usurpation ; the French were 
beaten by Marlborough upon the plain of Ra- 
millies ; the people of Louvain declared against 
them also, and in favour of Charles III. ; and thus 
they were finally beaten out of the country. 

In gratitude to the Lovanistes, whose spirited 
conflict upon this late occasion, had a very ani- 
. mating effect upon the other citizens, and inhabi- 
tants of the country, Charles presented them 
with a golden key, which is preserved among 
them to the present day as a valued relique. 

The commencement of the reign of Maria 
Therese was the signal for further aggression 
upon the part of the French. Louvain and other 
•cities fell into their hands, and continued so un- 
til the year of 1749. From this period the coun- 
try enjoyed some repose, and the empress conci- 
liated the feelings and affections of her people. 

- Many relatives of Thomas Stapleton, were from 
time to time professsors and students at Louvain ; 
there were some of his own name, besides others 
.maternally connected. His nephew William 
Smith, also from Tipperary, was a licentiate in 
Law, and died in 1702 ; he is buried in the cha- 
pel of St. Livin. Another relative, Mr. J ohn 
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Kempt, was president of the Irish College in 
1756. About this period there were many claim- 
ants, and consequently disputes, in reference to 
Doctor Stapleton’s bequests. Members of his own, 
and the Power, Meagher, and Ryan families 
all thought themselves entitled to the privileges 
conferred upon his kindred. 

In the “ Archives du Royaume, ” at Brussells, 
there are quantities of papers in the Latin, 
French, and Flemish languages, being statements, 
petitions, pedigrees, &c., that were laid before 
J. B. Marchant, and the other visitors, appointed 
to look after the Stapleton foundations, and some 
of them addressed to Maria Therese herself. 
Nothing of interest to the general reader, is to 
be found among them, and but one English do- 
cument ; which is here given ; it is a letter ad- 
dressed to the President of the Irish College, by 
one of the members of that institution, after his 
arrival in Ireland. It presents an interesting 
picture of what the Roman Catholic clergy suf- 
fered in this country at so late a period, and the 
happy and contented spirit with which they bore 
the many privations to which they were subjected. 

Upon the back is the following superscrip- 
tion : — 

“ To Mr. Kent , worthy President of the Irish College at 
Louvain , Brabant , Flanders 

Most Dear and Worthy President, 

I fear my long silence has given you some uneasiness. 
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my long passage and an ardent desire of throughly sa- 
tisfieing your Reverence upon the commission you were 
pleased to charge me with, have hitherto robbed me of 
the pleasure of acquainting you of my safe arrival. 

I left the Briel the 10th of 7 her, and made the har- 
bour of Corke without the least interruption the 26th of 
said month, for contrary winds obliged us often to visit 
both sides of the channel, particularly between the 
Isle of White and Havre de Grace. My books were 
seized at Cove, and sent to the Custom-house to be over- 
hailed. I pleaded for ’em personally, and recovered 
’em with the compliment of sending them by a porter, 
at their expenses, to my lodging. My pocket was so 
bare that I had not the 10 pence to write from Corke ; 
and my family affairs were so derangel, that I required 
time to equipp myself for the journey to Carrigg. My 
first visit was to the Bishop ; he ordered a universal 
change in my apparel, a new suit must be made, a vest- 
ment bought, and all utensils must be in readiness be- 
fore I could be emploid, and even dreaded my dress 
would betray me to the resentment of the government. 
I wrote, in the interim, a letter of apology to Mr. Con- 
way and Mr. Hallinane, and received an obliging 
answer to each; the former tells me that the Vicar 
Capitular desired a part of the emoluments of St. 
John’s-Gate should be sequestered to revert to the sue- 
.ceeding Bishop who he presumes will be parish priest of 
said parish, but that he refused him. 

I lately visited the Leatenant in the county of Kil- 
kenny, and in the road called on Lector O’Connor at 
Clougheane, who assured me that Sexton refused to 
answer Lector Dwyer’s invitation, and prefers his con- 
c 2 
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dition in Waterford to the triennial broils of the cross. 
I dropped the compliments of the Mrs. Barks, near 
Clonmel, at Nelly Kent’s house, a mannerly and well- 
educated woman, and prayed her to send their parents 
an account of his condition. I pleaded much for 
Martin, but in vain, for I was assured the blunt father 
will not remit him a farthing. 

I paid my respects to Doctor Creagh, in Carrigg ; he 
received me most politely ; invited me to a dinner, and 
gave me faculties for his diocess ; told me further, that 
he lately received a letter from you, and that if peace 
was concluded he would see you next spring. 

Doctor Power’s mother treated me most liberally at 
her house to an evening bowl, and enjoyed there the 
company of blundering Kenelly who is become as odious 
to the folks of that town as he was to the crew of St, 
Antony. 

I had the honour to see your sister, and discoursed 
her and her husband a considerable time ; she is little 
obliged to Doctor Creagh for his officious news in writing 
to you about her marriage, and greatly admires why 
you don’t answer Mr. Power’s letter of Clinstown, as 
you are not pleased to favour herself with one, she fears 
her marriage has offended you, and, indeed, I think that 
she, an only sister, is worthy at least of your corre- 
spondence, and that the husband is a prudent, indus- 
trious man ; they are a fond couple, and keep the out* 
side very decently. She has person, language, and 
education becoming a sister of your Reverence, and 
does not want other good qualities worthy of you* 
attention. 

I gave Mr. Stapleton your letter. He has not forsaken 
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•the mammon of iniquity, neither has he publicly ab- 
jured his principles as you were informed. I strove to 
reconcile him, but he had his excuses ; his opinion of the 
genealogy ; that he saw Winifrida Meagher of Rodestown, 
and that consequently she could not be grand-aunt to 
.Doctor Stapleton; further, that the family of Rodestown 
was not a branch of the Doctor’s family. The St. J ohn’a 
.assured me upon honour and conscience, that Ryan’s 
.doings (tho’ he wished him well) were no better than 
patched work and imposition in the highest degree ; and 
that the Leautenant was much blamed by ^pm Hen- 
nesy for encouraging Ryan as he thought. 

Rather Power of Feddins died lately. Lector Farrell’s 
life is dispaired off. Squire Wise has greatly reformed 
Lector M‘ Carthy ; he gave him a suit of clothes, and 
desired him make his house his own. Doctor Creagh 
told me that Mr. Aheron parted for Brabant, otherwise 
I would cross the Craggy Mountains to execute the 
commission of my special friend. Doctor Brown, tho’ 
now I do not despond of seeing his good brother often. 

As to my own condition, I am promoted, without 
previous examen, to the care of souls in the pleasant 
district of Middletown, among a peaceable, reasonable, 
good people ; and his Lordship was kind enough to pro- 
cure me good lodgings pro tempore. I have but the 
dues of a coadjutor, tho’ I serve the entire district, as 
my principal is old and of great bulk, and the walk is so 
cool, and the country so agreeable, that I do not find 
myself much hardshipped. His Lordship, indeed, pro- 
fesses vast friendship for you, and esteems very much 
your correspondence. He told me that he sent Mr. 
Clery his dismissorials, and constituted yourself Vicar- 
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General, with full power to give his subjects, residing 
with your Reverence, faculties when you thought proper. 
I beg. Sir, you’ll be pleased to thank him for my pro- 
motion, as I believe it is at present the first place in his 
gift. Mr. Clery may know that I was to see his mother. 
I prevailed upon ’em to send him nine pounds ; they 
were not very forward to relieve him, till I explained 
his wants, and assured ’em that he was priested last 
7 ber. Mr. Lonergan’s father is very ill of the dropsey, 
and lives with his brother. I discoursed Doctor Power 
about Will, and praised him highly to the Bishop, who 
is much presented in his favour since his acquaintance 
with him in Flanders ; but the Doctor advanced nothing 
about his preferment, on the contrary, he told me he 
had no urgent necessity for help as yet. I am impatient 
to hear from my pair of philosophers. Pray, let me 
know their promotion, and how it stands with Doctor 
Brown, and not to forget Mr. Wise. Pardon, Dear 
Sir, the fault, if any I have committed ; and, be as- 
sured that I shall eagerly snatch at any occasion to 
convince your Reverence of the esteem with which I am. 
Reverend Sir, 

Your obliged, humble, and 

Most obedient Servant, 

J. Cangley. 

D. S. Mr. Lonergan, Mr. Clery, and my brother may 
expect, by next post, news from their friends. 

My address is at James Barry, gentleman, at Middle- 
town. 

Mr. Morison salutes you most respectfully. 

Middletown, 9 ber, 1759. 
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Joseph the Second, who was now Emperor, 
and had succeeded Maria Therese, was by no 
means as fortunate as his predecessor. His intro- 
duction to the Lovanistes was accompanied by a 
supercilious rudeness,* which was by no means 
calculated to conciliate citizens, who, upon many 
occasions were the recipients of royal condescen- 
sions. 

His measures in reference to the educational 
and religious institutions of the country are well 
known. One of the first acts of his reign, was to 
interfere with the privileges of this university. 
Several convents were suppressed, or their rights 
interfered with or curtailed. This, of course, 
was opposed by the heads of the church, and the 
country became excited. Pamphlets and songs, 
the ever sure heralds of organic or constitu- 
tional changes among a people, appeared in 
numbers ; and, together with even sermons them- 
selves,! roused the “ Patriotes” in defence of their 
religion, and brought about a revolution. 

The unhappy author of these disasters, died in 
1790, and was succeeded by his brothers, Leopold 
and Francis, the former having lived but two years. 
But our sketch is now drawing to a close. The 
demon of the French Revolution had got loose. 
The Austrians were beaten at Jenappe ; and the 
French general, Demourier, occupied Louvain. 
However the University yet lived among the wreck 

• Histoire de Louvain, p. 354. t Ibid. p. 340. 
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which appeared crumbling about it ; the “ Lo- 
vanistes” resisted some measures imposed by their 
conquerors ; and the French, having met with 
some reverses, evacuated Belgium. The country 
appeared now to breathe freely, but only for a mo- 
ment. Pichegru and Jourdan were again on the 
frontier; they quickly occupied the country, and it 
became a part of the French Republic in 1795. 
Upon the 25th of October, 1797, the halls, col- 
leges, &c., after a time-honoured reign of over 
three hundred years, were suppressed ; their pro- 
fessors and students scattered, and their property 
confiscated. For months the road to Brussells 
was covered with huge military waggons, crowded 
with the most rare exotic, and hot-house plants, for 
Louvain was ever celebrated for botanical pro- 
ductions ; the most costly and elaborate chemical 
apparatus were crowded one upon another, and 
broken to pieces before they went upon their 
journey. Scarce and valuable missals, church 
ornaments, illuminated MSS. &c. and books, were 
heaped in piles upon the carriages and were ail 
carried away under the unbridled escort of a re- 
volutionary army. A very few of these valua- 
ble treasures survived their removal, or reached 
their intended destination. Their destruction, 
rather than preservation, was the object. The 
conquerors appear to have been successful, and 
thus terminates the history of this celebrated 
University. 
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The following Table presents a list of the Founders, 
&c., of the Irish Pastoral College of Louvain, and was 
prepared by order of the Austrian government, in 1785, 
with reference to some of the changes which Joseph II. 
was at that time effecting in the educational institutions 
of Belgium. The original is to be found in the “ Archives 
du Royaume” of Brussells. P. Macve, Licentiate in 
Theology, was President and Recteur of the College, at 
the time of this inquiry. 

Mathew, Archbishop of Dublin, in 1624 founded a 
bourse of 2000 florins, which produced a yearly revenue 
of 48 florins, for natives of his diocese, being students 
•in Theology and Philosophy; the collation was in the 
Archbishop of Dublin, Edward Purcell was in the en- 
joyment of this from 1784 up to the time of the visita- 
tion. The Archbishop founded a second bourse of 2,871 
florins, the same year, producing about 100 florins yearly 
for his next of kin, in the first instance, and secondly 
for natives of the diocese of Clogher. Charles Mac 
Kenna held this since 1780. The presentation was in 
the gift of the Bishop of Clogher. 

James Normel, in 1653, granted 993 florins for stu- 
dents in Philosophy, Theology, Humanity, Law and 
; Medicine. The Visitors and President of the College 
ihad the presentation ; and, the grant was to be held by the 
founders next of kin in the fist instance, and then a 
preference, in the following order, was to be given to 
•natives of Clonmel, Lismore, Munster, and Ireland.— 
Edward Cantillon enjoyed this since 1784. 

Hugh Mauricy, in 1680, granted 2,373 florins for 
students in the same departments as the last, and in the 
•gift of the same persons ; to be enjoyed by his next of 
kin in the first instance, and then in default, by natives 
of Galway, Connaught, Ireland, and lastly, Buygenhout, 
in Flanders. Patrick Rouland enjoyed this since 1784, 

. Roger Nottingham, in 1692, granted 1000 florins 
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for the same studies as last, excepting Humanity and 
Law ; and this was also in the gift of the same persons, 
with the Archbishop of Dublin, to be enjoyed by his 
next of kin, to the fourth degree ; then by natives of 
Dublin, Leinster, and the parish of St. Nicholas at 
Ghent. Charles Finn held this since 1783. 

Mathew Theioe, in 1652, gave 5,702 florins for 
students in Philosophy and Theology, to be presented 
by the Visitors and President, to be held by the kindred 
of the founder, then by natives of Limerick, or in de- 
fault by natives of Ireland. Held by Patrick Cleary 
and Edward Cantillon since 1780 and 1784. 

Nicholas French, in 1683, granted 600 florins for 
students in Rhetoric, Philosophy, and Theology. The 
presentation was in the Bishop of Ferns and the Presi- 
dent of the College $ his next of kin had the preference, 
then natives of the diocese of Ferns, and in default, 
natives of Ireland. E. Ennis enjoyed it since 1781. 

Thomas Hurley, in 1697, granted 3,200 florins for 
students in Philosophy, Theology, Humanity, Law, and 
Medicine. The presentation was in the President and 
Visitors of the College, to be held first by his next of 
kin, then natives of Limerick, Tipperary, Munster, and 
in default, the natives of Ireland. Held by Thomas 
Hurley since 1783. 

Arnold Conolly, in 1715, granted 2383 florins 
for students in Philosophy and Theology, the presentation 
being in the President of the College, and to be held 
first by the next of kin of the founder, and then by 
natives of the diocese of Clogher, held by Charles Mac- 
kenna since 1780. 

Paul Roche, P.P. of Wexford, as the executor of 
his uncle, David Roche, P. P. of Forth, in 1727, granted 
6008 florins for students in Humanity, Philosophy, 
Theology, and the Arts, to be enjoyed by his next of 
kin, to the third degree, and then in order, by natives 
of theBarony of Forth, Wexford, and diocese of Ferns. 
The presentation was in the President of the College, 
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and P. P. of Wexford, provided he was a native of 
Wexford, and in case he was not, then, in his place, the 
oldest curate in the Barony of Forth, with two citizens 
of Wexford. Charles O’Brien and Mathew Cood held 
this since 1783. 

Raymond Magrath, M.D., tit exercitu casari sues 
majestatis, in 1780, granted 9402 florins for students in 
Humanity, Philosophy, Theology, and Medicine, to 
be enjoyed by the next of kin of the founder. J. Mac- 
cabe and H. Maccabe enjoyed this from 1775 and 1779, 
respectively. 

Edmond Trohy, merchant of Antwerp, in 1783, 
granted 4585 florins for students in Humanity, and all 
other studies. The Visitors and President of the College 
were the presen tors ; and next of kin, and in default na- 
tives of Tipperary were to be elected. William Britt 
enjoyed this since 1782. 

Helen Duionan, in 1770, granted 7848 florins for 
students in Poetry, Rhetoric, Philosophy, Medicine, 
Theology, and public disputation. The Presentation 
was in the Archbishop of Cashel, the Bishop of Water- 
ford, the Parish Priest of Clonmel, Mr. Mac Carthy, 
and the oldest heir male of the founder. J. Dogherty 
and Daniel Mac Carthy enjoyed this since 1777 and 1784, 
respectively. 

Thomas Tyrrell, in 1771, granted 4800 florins for 
students in Rhetoric, Philosophy, Theology, and public 
disputation. The presentation was to be in the next of 
kin; this individual was, in 1785, G. F. Brown; the pri- 
viled persons were the next of kin to the sixth degree, 
and in default, natives of Westmeath or Ireland. Patrick 
Clinch held this since 1783. 

Colomba Morgan, a citizen of Dublin, in 1777, 
granted 7044 florins for students in Philosophy and 
Theology ; and also for two priests, natives of Dublin, 
with an obligation to say one Mass daily for the founder. 
The presentation was in the Archbishop of Dublin. 
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Patrick Ryan and Edward Purcell enjoyed this since 

1781 . 

J. Kent, in 1781, granted 7007 florins for students 
in all departments to be held by his kindred to the fourth 
degree, and then by natives of Lismore and Waterford. 
The presentation was in the Archbishop of Waterford 
and the visitors and president of the College. Mathew 
Power enjoyed this since 1784. 

* O’Brien, in 1769, granted 217 florins for Irish 
students in Philosophy and Theology ; and 225 florins 
to an Irish priest to say Mass daily in the College Cltapel. 
The Bishop of Cloyne and President of the College were 
the presen tors. Patrick Ryan and Philip Daniel Mac 
Carthy held this since 1782 and 1784, respectively. 

T. Sullivan, in 1699, granted 732 florins for Irish 
students in Rhetoric, Philosophy, and Theology, for 
his relations of the secend degree, provided they were 
born in Ireland. The presentation was in two Doctors 
of Theology chosen by the Rector in 4 ‘ Strict Faculty.’* 
John Fitzgerald and M. Sullivan enjoyed this since 1780, 
M. Sullivan since 1782, and Daniel Magrath since 
1784. 

Florence Sullivan, in 1732, granted 1098 florins 
for students in Philosophy, Theology, Law, and Medi- 
cine, a preference to be given his kindred to the third 
degree, then to the O’Sullivans of Kerry, the Mac 
Carthys of Kerry, or natives of Kerry, Cashel, or 
Ulster. The eldest Doctor in Theology, the President 
of the College, and the eldest Visitor were the Pre- 
senters. 

Independent of the above grant, the College was en- 
dowed by Urban VIII., by a M. Shinkel, and by 
Mathew Prosser, a merchant of Bruges, and native of 
Waterford, with sums making altogether about 8000 
florins, besides the bequest of Thomas Stapleton, which 
provided for seven students in various departments, and 
to which we have already alluded. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE IRISH FRANCISCAN COLLEGE OF ST. ANTHONY 
OF PADUA. 

THE IRISH DOMINICAN COLLEGE OF ST. THOMAS 
AQUINA8. 

After leaving the “Rue des Orphelins” and 
the site of the Irish Pastoral College, we entered 
the “ Grand Place,” where the “ Hotel de Yille” 
is situated, close to the Church of St. Peter. 
Although perhaps impatient to pass on, and view 
the scenes more immediately connected with your 
countrymen, the gorgeous beauty of this match- 
less structure, will arrest you for a while. It 
would be impossible to describe, much less ex- 
aggerate, its beauty. The front appears at a dis- 
tance a little eonfused ; the immense quantity of 
minute decoration produces this effect — it looks 
like a piece of the richest lace. However, it 
will bear the closest inspection, every window* 
every stone and angle is beautifully carved, the 
fruit of incessant labour and most correct design. 

After leaving this, the finest specimen of Gothic 
architecture in Europe, you enter the “ Yieux 
March A” At the end of the street, there is a 
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large building yet occupied as a school, and now 
held by the Josephites ; it was in it that Mr. 
O’Connell received part of his education, and 
the towns-people speak as if the honourable 
gentleman was not forgotten there. Proceed- 
ing a little further in the same direction, you 
descend the “ Marche aux Pores,” and at the bot- 
tom of the hill, where the market ends, you may 
perceive a small porch or entrance, not suffi- 
ciently large to admit a carriage, yet larger than 
an ordinary doorway. It is the entrance to what 
yet remains of the most celebrated of the Irish 
Colleges of Louvain, dedicated to St. Anthony 
of Padua, and originally founded for Irish Friars 
Minor, of the order of St. Francis of the Strict 
Observance. 

The little porch that we have described, is 
surrounded by a narrow band of cut stone. The 
following inscription is engraved upon the key- 
stone of the arch : — 

COLLEGIUM 

ST. ANTONII DE PADUA 
1775. 

This date merely records the erection of the en- 
trance, for the College was founded near two 
centuries before. 

The outer door opens at a touch, and you enter 
a little garden about ten yards in length ; a nar- 
row walk leads to another gate about the same 
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dimensions, and upon either side is a row of 
cedar and acassia. We rung the bell, and a 
" Frere de Chari t6,” (one of the present inmates), 
dressed in black serge, the habit of his order, 
partially opened the door. Astonished, perhaps, 
at our intrusion, he was about closing it impa- 
tiently ; however, the moment he heard that we 
were strangers, a new thought seemed to cross 
his mind, and the door opened to its greatest 
width. With downcast head he silently led us 
into the small waiting-room, and then bowing 
most profoundly, quickly departed. 

In the little entrance hall, close by the door 
upon the western side, a small stone of greyish 
marble is inserted in .the white- washed wall ; 
upon it are inscribed the following lines, they 
are in commemoration of laying the founda- 
tion stone of the College upon the 7 th of May, 
1617 : — 


IN HONOREM 

D. O. M. 

SERENISSIMI PRINIPES 
ALBERTUS ET ISABELLA, 
ARCH1DU CES AUSTRIA 
DUCES BURGUNDIES, 
PRINCIPES BELGARUM 
ECCLESIeB HUJUS ANTONIO DE PADUA 
SACReB LAPIDEM 
ANGULAREM 

FRATRIBUS MINORIBUS 
HIBERNIS POSUERUNT 
VII IDUS MAII GO IOC XVII. 
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We had not remained more that a few minutes 
in the waiting-room, when another of the Bre- 
thren entered, no sooner had we mentioned the 
object of our mission, than he invited us to a 
full inspection of the buildings, and we proceeded 
to the chapel. 

This is a long and narrow building, forming, 
the northern wing of the college. The ceil- 
ing is lofty and arched. A small organ rests 
over the door as you enter, and before you at 
the end a plain altar. The walls and ceilings are 
as white as snow, and without any ornament, 
except a few small paintings at either side. The 
railing of the altar crosses the building, and 
close by this, upon the left-hand side, may be 
seen a small stone inserted in the wall, and about 
seven feet from the ground. Upon it are engraven 
the following lines, in letters deeply cut and 
gilded 2 — 

Ill°ac R®° P.F. Florenti® Conri® Conacien. ord. Min. R. obser®. 
archiepovTuaraen. Prose* Hib®- quondam. M. N. R 
piet. docta. Pruda. max. eter®. memi®. design 10 ® 
quo solidtante. pro resturada. in Hib. Fide, orthod* 

Hoc. St. Ant. a Padua Coll® munificin* Phil 3. Hisp. Regfe 
fundamentum est an. Christi oo . ioc. vi 
Laboribus vastis fidd et patriae ergo fractus 
Pie obiit in conv. St. Fran. Madriti. anno oo . ioc. xxix 
xiv. Kal. Dec etat Ixix. archiepts xxi 
Huj® coll. P. P. anno a>. foe. liv quo ejus ossa 
ex Hisp* Translate et Hie memortalitatis premi® expectat 
grati posuere. 
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Close by the little gateway, which opens into 
the enclosure before the altar, a large stone forms 
part of the flooring, at one end of it a shield of 
white marble is carefully inlaid — the tracing of 
armorial bearing, may yet be distinguished ; but 
even these will be speedily effaced from the con- 
stant walking ; round the border of the stone are 
two bands of white marble, and in the centre an 
inscription in very large letter also inlaid and of 
the same material. 


D. O. M. 


HIC JACET UT VOLUIT 
ILLMUS. AC REN. D.F.R. 

DOMINICUS DE BURGO. 

NOBILIS FAMILLE. 

EX. S. ORD. PRCED. 

EPUS ELFINENSIS 
IN HIBERNICA. 

QUI PRO DEO AC RE6E 
SUO PLURIM A PASSUS. 

PROFT7GUS OBIIT 
IN HOC COLLE6IO LOV 
ST. ANTONII. DE PAD 
FRAT. MIN. H1B* 

DIE 1ST. ANNI 1704 JET 75 
R. I. P. A. 

Close to the end of this, there is another slab, 
somewhat larger, perhaps about seven feet in 
length ; upon it is an epitaph with names sure to 
pwake both sympathy and interest. 
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D. O. M. 


Exma. D. ROSA DOCHARTT 
DYNASTAR- IN1SONIJE FILIA ET SOROR. 

ALTI. SANGUINIS DEC. MOR. TEMPERA 
ET SPLENDIDI S CONJUGIIS AUXIT. 
PRIMMA NUPTA INCLYTO HEROI 
D. CAFFARO O’DONNELL 
TIRCONALLIAB PRINCIPIS GERMANO 
DEIN EXCmO D. EUGENIO O’NEIL 
CATHOLICI IN ULTONIA EXERCITUS 
ARCHISTRATEGO UTRAMQUE FORTUNAM 
EXPERTA ET MISERIAM RATA 
CCELUM STUDIIT BENEFACTIS MERERI 
SEPTUAY MAJOR DENATA 
BRUXELLIS 10. NON. ANNO MDCLX. 

SUO CUM PRIMOGENITO HUGONE 
O’DONELLO PRABSTOLATUR. HIC 
CARN1S RESURem. 

The remainder of the church we carefully ex- 
amined without discovering any more inscrip- 
tions. The floor appears to have been recently 
repaired, the small marble tiling having been 
reset. With these the flooring is entirely laid 
down, with the exception of a broad way leading 
from the door towards the altar, and in which 
may be found the monument of which I have 
been speaking. 

While engaged in the little chapel, the Supe- 
rior waited upon us, having remained until we 
had finished. He then led us to bis apartment, 


Digitized by Google 



IRISH COLLEGES OF LOUVAIN. bd 

rather a small room, with a flooring of red brick. 
The furniture consists of a table and a few 
chairs ; a solitary canary appeared to be his sole 
companion, it fluttered almost to death at our 
approach, so unused to a stranger’s visit. A few 
scriptural prints are hung about the room. After 
resting for some minutes, our attention was di- 
rected to a picture over the door which we had 
entered. It is a portrait of St. Patrick, of rather 
rude execution ; underneath was painted the fol- 
lowing line : — 

“ St. Patricias Hibernia? Sanctorum insulae apostolus et 
patronus.” 

Upon the right hand corner overhead, may also 
be seen, as follows : — 

" G. D. Patricius O’Muledy, in honorem divini St. Pa- 
tricii hanc dedit effigiem.” 

There is scarcely a town in this country that 
has not some monument recording the bravery 
of the Irish people. At Ghent there is an epitaph 
to Charles O’Muledy, descended, as it says, from 
“illustrious ancestors; he was by birth a soldier.” 
In the little church which we are describing, close 
to the door, there rests the remains of an exiled 
hero. The inscription is as follows ; wounded in 
the battle-field, he came to Louvain, to breathe 
his last among his countrymen : — 
d 
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D. O. M. 

HIC UT VOLUIT JACET 
PRANOBIL IS DOMINU8 
DOMINICUS LYNCH EX NOBILI 
LYNCEORNUM GALV1ENSIS. 

FAMILIA HIBERNIA. LEGIONIS 
DE LALLY VICE COLONELLUS 
QUI PLURIMIS PRO PRINCIPE 
CAROLO STUART IN 8COTIA 
PERACTIS ET HONORIBUS 
POSTEA VULNERATUS IN PRJBL1VM 
LAFFELENTENSI DIE 21ST JULY 1747. 

OBYT LOVANY DIE 28TH 
AUGUSTI EJUSDEM ANNI 
R. I. P. 

The apartment of the Superior, with the en- 
trance hall, forms the western wing of the con- 
vent. The entire building is composed of three 
of these wings, forming the sides of a rectangle, 
with a court-yard in the centre, enclosed by a 
wall at the eastern side. The northern and 
southern wings are more extensive than the wes- 
tern ; a small corridor extends all round the court- 
yard forming a convenient passage in wet weather ; 
this is also laid down in small marble tiles. In 
the corridor adjoining the apartment of the 
superior, there are a few portraits of Franciscan 
Friars, and a large picture of St. Anthony con- 
versing with some of the same order ; upon the 
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lower corner of this picture the following lines are 
painted : — 

“F. BON™ DE BUROO GUARD™ FIERI FECIT 
IN HONOREM 8UI PATRONI ANNO 1693 .” 

The “ Frere de Charit6” lately purchased this 
relique for about £8, and thus once more it is 
restored to its original destination ; it would be 
well indeed if they were enabled to gather more 
objects of a like interest $ but still better if the 
convent were restored to its original owners, 
namely, Irish Friars of the order of St. Francis. 

As we were engaged viewing these pictures, 
we heard rather an animated discussion in the 
court-yard outside. For some minutes we were 
inattentive; however, the noise having rather 
increased, we began to think, how came such 
converse within these lonely walls? Upon looking 
out we saw two or three lads sitting upon stools 
busily employed in making shoes, others stood by 
and joined eagerly in conversation ; half a dozen 
of the brothers were also in the group. Supposing 
that it was some ordinary work that was being 
done, we turned away to our own occupation ; the 
discussion became yet more animated, the words 
“Francais,” “ Beiges,” and “La Liberty,” struck 
our ear with loud and passionate emphasis. We 
looked out again, and the brothers called us over. 

There we found the Professor General of the 
order in Belgium seated among them. The lads who 
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were so busily employed were the scholars of the 
convent ; they were acting or reciting a little 
piece in preparation for the approaching ex- 
aminations. Nothing could at all surpass the 
spirit with which they acted their respective 
parts; the witty expressions were so pointedly 
delivered, so naturally and yet so spiritedly, that 
the gravity of the monks was several times com- 
pletely overcome, and they burst out in roars of 
the loudest laughter. The school here consists 
of several hundred scholars, although there are 
only eight of the brotherhood in the convent ; 
and if the advancement and perfection in the 
other departments, be at all equal to what we had 
seen, they may indeed be truly proud of their 
pious labours. 

Upon the small tiles in the corridors which we 
have been above describing, the following inscrip- 
tions are yet traceable. Some of them cannot be 
read without considerable trouble, and we regret 
to say that in a few years they will be entirely 
effaced. Some of these inscriptions are upon stones 
about two feet in length and eighteen inches 
wide, the remainder upon stones about a foot 
square 5 they are as follows : — 

HIC RECQUIESCIT 
FRANC1SCUS 
DE BOOLCHER 
OBYT. 30. MARTY 
1706 . 

R. I. P. 


Digitized by Google 



IRISH COLLEGES OF LOUVAIN. lxt 

t 

R. A. P. 

* * * BAP. 

O’DONNELL, JUB- 
MISSION EMERITUS. 

PROP I e » HIBER. C * * * 

OLIM MINISTRAVIT 
OB. 3 APR. 1714. 

R. I. P. 


t 

V. A. P. 

FRAN TULLY 
S. THEO. L. R 
EMERITUS ETC 
OB. 15. MARTY 
1715. 

R. I. P. 


* 


d 2 


* * PETRUS MURPHY 

PER PLURES ANNOS 
* * S. TH. L 

SEMEL GUARD 
VIR. ILLUS. DOCTUS 
et * * * gus 
DE HOC COLLEGIO 
OPTIM MERITUS 
OBYT ANNO * * 

DIE 5 JANRY 1730 
R. I. P. 
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V. A. P. 

JACOBUS CAHA8SY 
VIR VERB PIUS SUAE 
REGULA EXACTITSSIMUS 
CULTOR. 8CEPIUS COLLEGY 
PRASES ET VICARIUS 
24 AN. JUYENUM INSTRUCTOR 
OBYT 14 X BRIS 1732 AN. 
ATATIB. SUE 76. 

R. I. P. 


t 

R. P. 

BONA VENTURA 0*I>0NNELLU8 
t. L. JUB. HUJUS COLJL. LOVANY 
* * * * 

* * * * 

* * * * 

DOCTU8. PATIBNS. DISCIP 
PUNA MONASTIC A PRO 
MOTOR. * * * 

* * * * 

* * OBYT DIE 

28 AUST. 1764 
R. I. P. 


D. O. M. 

H1C JACET V. P. SIMON 
0*REILLY PHIL® Lr. 
BIBLIOTHECUS. ARCHIVISTA. 
OCTAVIES OBIIT 26 8. BRIS 
1773 ANNO AT ATI S SUA 
31 RELIG. PROF** 17 
R. I. P. 
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JACOBUS MANNIN 
OBIIT 15. 1776 
PR<ESE8 

35 SACERDOTIS. 


H1C JACET. V* P r JACOBUS 
GORMAN. PHIL* LECTOR 
* * TUB. OBIIT. IN. FLORE 

JUVENTUTIS DIE 19 
APR1LIS 1781. ETATIS 
ANNO 29. RELIG 
PRO. 10. 

R. I. P. 


D. O. M. 

HIC JACET V. pr FRAN* 

STUART BIBLIRTH* 

ARCHIVISTA Q.UEM 
IN JUVENTUTIS FLORE 
RAPUIT INVIDA MORS 
DIE 22. 7 URIS 1783 
-BTATI8 SUjE 27 . RELIG 
PROFS 8. SACERDOTIS * * 

R. I. P. 

The reader has now got every trace of his 
countrymen that can be found in the College of 
St. Anthony ; not another line remains which 
can remind him that Irishmen once peopled 
these venerable walls. Perhaps, in our anxiety 
to describe these mementos and the interior of 
the building with something like accuracy, we 
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have overlooked the external appearance. This is 
not very striking, the high wall that stirrounds 
the little yard which separates it from the street 
breaks and interrupts the view ; however it can 
be seen to better advantage from the court yard 
in the middle of the building, or perhaps from 
the garden side, and in point of architecture it 
differs little from the generality of Flemish 
buildings ; high walls of red brick, and almost 
upright red tiled roofs are their chief characteris- 
tics, and in these the college is not deficient ; they 
look very picturesque, when at all relieved 
by timber — the green foliage contracting with 
the colour of the brick, and the high gable push- 
ing itself up among the lofty trees. The most 
pleasing spot about the college, whether in re- 
ference to the view, or otherwise, is the garden ; 
and the superior having politely waited our con- 
venience now invited us to enter. 

It contains about an acre and a half of land, 
and is tastefully laid out in squares, full of the 
finest fruit and vegetables ; the red currants were 
particularly fine, grown upon the standard trees ; 
one square was entirely filled with the richest 
dahlias I ever saw grown in pots, and each pot 
plunged in a larger one full of liquid manure. 
The river Dyle surrounds the garden upon two 
sides. The old boucherie^ of the convent is now 
occupied as a garden house, from it the convent 
is seen to great advantage, with its lofty walls 
covered with luxuriant vines; at the eastern 
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end, and separated from the garden, are the re- 
mains of the old printing house, it is the only 
part of the establishment not in possession of the 
present proprietors, and is now occupied as a 
ware-house. 

While sloping along the walks of this interest- 
ing spot, and thinking of the days when Conry 
and O’Clery, Ward and Hickey, were here 
busily employed, the brotherhood joined us in 
the garden ; we seated ourselves under a chesnut 
tree, the superior was anxious to know whether 
the different religious orders in Ireland wore any 
particular dress, and appeared astonished when 
told that even the secular priests did not do so. 
After having remained some time with the “Freres 
de Charite,” we wished them good by, and departed 
perfectly satisfied with opr visit, and under many 
obligations to them for the civility and kindness 
with which they treated a perfect stranger. 

Having now described all that remained of this 
college, the reader may be disposed to know some- 
thing of its history. I regret, that there are no 
materials extant abroad, as far as I can discover, 
which would enable one to put together anything 
like a consecutive narrative upon the subject. 
There are no records to be found at Louvain, in 
reference to the College of Anthony, nor in the 
Archives of Brussells, where we anxiously hoped 
that they should be found. However, the rea- 
der is not to suppose that materials are altogether 
waiting for this purpose ; such is not the case. 


Digitized by Google 



liX IRISH COLLEGES OF LOUVAINv 

The different publications that emanated from the 
members of the college during the 17th century, 
and the lives of the authors themselves are sub- 
jects of great interest. From this it will be seen 
that no college in Europe produced more within 
the same period, than that of St. Anthony ; and 
if we remember that at the same time the Irish 
Pastoral College of Louvain, engrossed within 
its walls numbers of distinguished scholars, our 
countrymen, as did also the Irish College of the 
Dominicans ; then, indeed, it will be seen, that 
if the labours of all be taken together, they cer- 
tainly remain unequalled by any contemporaneous 
collegiate institutions that we know of, and re- 
main a proud and lasting monument of the learn- 
ing and zeal of the Irish Nation. 

From the inscriptions we have before given, it 
may be seen that the College of St. Anthony was 
founded in the year 1609 ; the necessary funds 
were supplied through the liberality of Philip the 
Third, king of Spain and the Indies, and by the 
exertions of the illustrious Florence Conry, 
subsequently Archbishop of Tuam. It does not 
appear where the brotherhod resided in the city 
of Louvain, until the year 1617, when upon the 
7th of May, Prince Albert of the Belgians and his 
Princess Isabella Clara Eugenia, laid the foun- 
dation stone of the present edifice. The fame 
of Conry both for piety and learning, was sure 
to make his college a point of attraction, for the 
most celebrated Irish scholars, of the order of 
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the strict observants, and consequently many of 
them speedily gathered about him, and the 
schools acquired both, fame and reputation. One 
of the most distinguished of Father Conry’s 
assistants in this undertaking was Hugh Cagh^ 
wall, who was also raised from the guardianship’s 
and professor's chair of his college, to the dignity 
of archbishop and primate, having succeeded 
Peter Lombard in the see of Armagh. Bona- 
venture Hussey, a native of Ulster, and a man 
“ in great esteen, for his singular skill in the 
language and history of Ireland,” was elected 
first guardian or president of the college. It is 
to his labour perhaps, with the assistance of the 
Fathers Conry and Mac Caghwall, that we are 
indebted for the first book printed in the Irish 
character. 

These distinguished men, though at a distance 
from their country, were present with her in 
sympathy and hope ; they longed to cherish and 
to foster their language, one of the great elements 
of a nation, and through its medium to speak words 
of comfort or instruction, from a foreign yet a 
friendly shore. In the year 1608, a small cate- 
chism in the Irish character and language, and 
written by Bonaventura Hussey, was printed at 
Louvain ; a second edition of the same work ap- 
peared in Antwerp 1611. “The Mirror of a 
Christian Life,” from the pen of Conry, appeared 
in 1616, and Mac Cagli wall’s “Mirror of Peni- 
tence,” was published likewise at Louvain, in 
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1628. In the year 1617, Anthony Hickey, a 
native of the county Clare, was guardian of the 
college; upon the 17th of March, in the same 
year, Patrick Fleming joined the community, and 
after having spent some time at Louvain, pro- 
ceeded to Rome, and upon his way thither was 
met at Paris by his countryman Hugh Ward. 
To this accidental meeting, may be traced some 
very celebrated works upon Irish ecclesiastical 
and general history. We allude to tfye “Acta 
Sanctorum Veteris et Majoris Scotise sen 
Hiberniae,” by John Colgan, and the Annals of 
Donegal, of Michael O’Clery. 

Father Fleming, having pressed upon Hugh 
Ward the importance of collecting materials for 
the history of the Irish saints, proceeded upon his 
journey into Italy ; every thing that could be col- 
lected in that country he transmitted to his friend, 
and afterwards, returning to Louvain, became a 
professor in the college. Ward having then dis- 
patched one of the brotherhood, Michael O’Clery, 
into Ireland, with a view of gath %ring the accessi- 
ble materials in that country, proceeded to arrange 
all that came to hand. During fifteen years 
Michael O’Clery was diligently and unceasingly 
occupied in his labours. For a period of this time 
Florence Gray, a native of Thomond, was guardian 
of the College, and perhaps to him may be traced 
some of the details of St. Senaan* that after- 

* This Saint was Patron of a great portion of Thomond. 
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wards appeared in the “ Acta Sanctorum.” How- 
ever, before the collections was completed, or 
before any portion of them was printed, Hugh 
Ward died in the year 1635. 

Upon the death of Ward this great work ap- 
pears to be suspended for some time. However, 
another of the brotherhood, John Colgan, a 
native of Donegal, having found the materials 
to his hand, arranged and committed to the Press 
these volumes of which we have spoken. The 
second is dedicated to Thomas Fleming, one of 
the Confederate Bishops, and who had been in 
early life Guardian and Professor of this College. 
We need scarcely remind the reader of the fame 
of this work ; the editor was classed with Bol- 
landus of the Jesuits, the most eminent divines 
praised it for learning and ability, and poets 
wrote in praise of the author. 

QUI CUPIT HIBERNIA! RECIONIS N08CERE CENTEM, 
ET CELEBRES TELLU8 QU08 TULIT ILLA PATRES 

QUID BREVIS USURAM FALL ACE M CONTERIT JEVI 
SOLLICITA VOLUENS MENTE MANUQUE LIBROS 
COLGANI CALAMUS PLURES COLLIMAT IN UNUM 
SELECT UM EX MULTIS 9UFFICIT ILLUD OPUS. 


In the year 1667 there were about sixty students, 
in the college. Among them were two sons of 
counts, two viscounts, and four barons, with many - 
others of distinguished families. Four mission- 
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aries, whose labours are proverbial, were sent from 
this College into Scotland — Cornelius Ward, Paul 
O’Neil, Patrick Hegerty, and Patrick Brady. 
Edmond Cane, also of this College, suffered mar- 
tyrdom. * 

While Michael O’Clery was employed as we 
have seen — many documents upon the general 
history of Ireland of course presented them- 
selves, and induced him to undertake, with some 
little assistance from others of his order, the 
herculean task of collating and compiling a body 
of annals upon the general history of the country. 
These he carefully transcribed, and this is the 
MS. generally called the “ Annals of the Four 
Masters,” and which is now in course of publica- 
tion. 

Some time after the death of Colgan, which 
happened about the year 1658, Edmond Curry, 
a distinguished orator of this College, was 
thrown into prison, and at last suffered as a 
martyr. Thomas Geraldine and O’Cahan, men 
remarkable for their learning, piety, and elo- 
quence, suffered a like fate. In the year 1667, 
the Venerable Father Bernard Fallon was guar- 
dian. Father Francis Kennedy was a Jubilato 
professor ; and, together with Bonaventura Kevin, 
presided over the School of Theology. Bona- 
ventura Kelly and Francis Fegan, presided over 
the Philosophical department. Upon the 8th of 
May, in that year, they celebrated the jubilee 

* Academia Lovaniensis, 135. 
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year of their foundation. They could, in the 
short space of fifty years, boast of having sent 
from among them, fifteen missionaries who suf- 
fered martyrdom. Three Archbishops — four 
Bishops — one of whom was Boetius Egan of 
Elfin, whose name we have not before mentioned ; 
two Diefinitor-Generals ; eight provincial Mi- 
nisters ; as many as fourteen Guardians and 
Lecturers in Sacred and Scholastic learning ; 
twelve Jubilate Lecturers in Theology ; and no 
less than one hundred and sixty other Lecturers in 
Theology, Philosophy, besides Preachers and 
Missionaries. This proud catalogue is proved from 
the letter of the Reverend Father Anthony 
Docharty, written in 1664.* 

From that year, there exists nothing, that I 
could find, which would enable me to say any- 
thing further upon the history of the colleges. 
From the inscription upon the tomb-stones which 
I have given, the reader may collect a broken 
list of the guardians and professors, up to the 
year 1783. I would wish, indeed, these few 
monuments were likely to be spared, as some little 
record of the past, but unfortunately such will 
not be the case, unless some pious pilgrim, some 
Old Mortality will bend his steps towards Louvain. 
From the present occupants every facility may be 
expected, and, perhaps, it may not be too much 
to hope, that so desirable an object could be com- 

* Academia Lovaniensis, 136. 
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pleted, and the inscriptions rescued for centuries 
to come. 

The reasons which hindered our detailing the 
history of the Irish Pastoral Colleges, through 
the close of the seventeenth and the beginning of 
the eighteenth centuries, here again obstruct our 
narrative. The wars and tumults which affected 
the one, of course affected the other. In many of 
these scenes, the convents of the religious orders 
appeared to be the special object of attack, and 
against them was directed the violence of the 
soldiery. But this was not all they had to 
suffer ; by an edict of Joseph the 2nd, 1782, that 
of St. Anthony was very much curtailed, * and 
“ a Visitator” appointed over it ; however, the 
Brethren appear to have been left their convent, 
and their suppression not yet entirely completed. 

The low situation of the town, and the proxi- 
mity of the convent to the Dyle, rendered the 
overflowing of that river in the year 1784 a dis- 
astrous event to the Franciscans. All their 
cattle, wood and property, of every . kind was 
destroyed. In the midst of this deluge our coun- 
trymen did not forget their heroism and cha- 
rity. Two of the brotherhood seeing a boat vainly 
endeavouring to carry assistance to some unfor- 
tunate being, on the verge of destruction, were 
attracted by their cries, and hastening to the spot 
they plunged into the water, and were the 

* Staes. t. 19. p. 303. Historie de Louvain, p. 300. 
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means of rescuing the Sufferer from a watery 
grave. But deeper and more trying calamity than 
any they had yet suffered was approaching — the 
French, as we have seen, possessed the town in 
1796 — the convent was dismantled, its little pro- 
perty was confiscated, their church was desecrated, 
and finally their premises were sold ; subsequently 
it passed into the family of Mr. Vanhandenrode, 
and the present occupants the ‘ ‘Frere de Charity,” 
purchased it from that gentleman, in the year 
1 832. We have now finished this notice of St. 
Anthony of Padua, the most celebrated whether 
as a seat of learning, or as a school of theology, 
of any of the Irish colleges of Louvain. 

We must now turn our steps towards the Irish 
Dominican College, the last we have to visit. A 
long narrow street leads from the “ Hotel de 
Ville” towards the Brusseirs gate. It crosses the 
river Dyle, and the battlements of the bridge are 
partly made of large stones, which have been 
sacrilegiously removed from some old cemetery, 
as they are covered with epitaphs in the Flemish 
language. Soon after crossing this river, you 
meet with a church situated in a little “place” and 
surrounded with large poplar trees. Its open door 
will invite your entrance. As you pass up to- 
wards the altar, on the right hand side, your 
attention will be directed towards a stone inserted 
in the flooring ; beneath it are buried the remains 
of another of your countrymen, a dignitary of 
this church. His epitaph is as follows : — 
e 3 
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HIC JACET V. 

ADM. R. EXIMIU8 AC 
AMPLIS8. D. AC M. R. FLORENTUS 
O’SULLIVAN KIERIENSIS 
HIBERNUS 8. T. D. REGIUS 
1N8IGNIS ECCLESI2E COLLEGIATE 
8T. JACOBUS. CANON1CUS ET 
DECANUS ECCLESIE INCASIENSIS 
ET APPENDICUM A RC H ID I A C O N U S 
ET OFFICCIALIS ARCHIDIECESIS 
MECHLIENSIS JUDEX 
8YNODALIS COLLEGII 
HIBERNORUM PRE8ES ET 
BENEFACTOR OBIIT 

19 AUT 1731 

R. I. P. 

MODE8TIA VICTIUX. 


After leaving this church, you reach, in a few 
minutes, a wall extending about twenty yards 
in length and somewhere about twelve feet high, 
and in it are eight or nine recesses about four 
feet asunder, something like doorways that had 
been filled up. At the end is a porch, rather 
large, and built of cut stone, the wall being of 
brick. After passing this and going on a few 
paces, you turn round a corner to the right, and 
along the wall leading up a narrow little street, 
formerly known as i( Rue Dominican Irlandais.” 
What we have now described were formerly the 
surrounding “ battimens” of the Irish Dominican 
College. While standing there, a gentleman join- 
ed us, and after some conversation invited us to 
enter, telling us that he was the present proprietor, 
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and a banker of the city. We found the interior 
laid out as a fruit and vegetable garden ; in one 
corner are some vaults or caves, and these are 
the only indication that large buildings once occu- 
pied the place. Beds of rich salad now grow luxu- 
riantly, where our countrymen (Mice held their 
habitation. A few large trees about the garden 
must, from their age, have been planted by the 
Dominicans. But, with these exceptions, nothing 
remains of olden times ; not a single engraved 
stone of any description is to be found there. As 
to the history of this house we have little to say. 
The Irish Dominicans first came to Louvain, so 
early as 1608, when Thaddaeus O’Duan was the 
head of their establishment in that city ; after- 
wards they removed to an old church of the 
Jesuits, near the “ Castrum Caesaris,” where 
under Dominick “ Roche de Cruce’’ they had their 
residence for some years ; Philip IV. endowing 
them with one thousand florins. Father Burke, 
of Galway, and Dominick O’Daly, a Rosario, 
were professors in this college. Finally, the bro- 
thers removed to the building of which we have 
been speaking. D. H. Gregory, and Henry and 
William Joyce, having assisted them in erecting 
a new church in 1 659,* which was dedicated to St. 
Thomas Aquinas. “ The studies in this college 
were philosophy and theology, and the inmates 

* Historia Sacra et Profana. Archiepiscopis Mechlin i- 
ensie apud tempora. 
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spent their time engaged in these occupations, or 
in prayer and meditation.” The authorities be- 
fore us speak no further of their history. The 
“ Hibernia Dominicana” of De Burgo, is the book 
we would point at as a source of further in- 
formation upon the subject ; its name is familiar 
to most of our readers. We are now about to 
close our notices of these ancient institutions, the 
limits of our book rather obliged us to compress 
than extend our observations ; rude and unfinished 
as they are, we trust they may induce others to 
follow up the subject, and to give a fresh and 
life-like picture of what we have hastily sketched, 
and thus add an important and most interesting 
chapter to a book much wanting among us, 
namely, a complete and accurate ecclesiastical 
history of Ireland. 


ERRATA. 

Page xiii. line 20, for Augustus, read Angustiis. 
„ xxxiii. line 23, for mat read near. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


“ The Bleeding Ipbigenia,” of Doctor French 
has long been known as a book of uncommon 
rarity, and has been eagerly sought after by 
book collectors. Whenever it, or the “ Sale and 
Settlement of Ireland” have appeared at an 
auction-room, crowds of bidders have attended, 
and the contents of this little volume, in the 
reader’s hands, have sold for no less a sum than 
£ 40 . 

For a considerable time the Bleeding Iphige- 
nia had even escaped the diligent search of the 
Right Hon. Mr. Grenville, whose anxiety to 
procure works, of this class, is so well known, 
and whose library, especially in Irish history 
and literature, is quite unequalled. The copy in 
the possession of that gentleman, has the follow- 
ing MS. note inserted. “For the last thirty 
“years I had in vain endeavoured to procure 
“ this book, so rare that I knew it only by its 
“ title, but had never seen a single copy; it was 
“ purchased by Mr. Heber while on the conti- 
“ nent, and was sold with other of his books 
“ abroad, ultimately coming to me at a very 
“ heavy price.” 
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This little book, as may be seen by the title 
page, originally appeared at Louvain, in the 
year 1674, and is now for the first time published 
in this country. It is placed first in this collec- 
tion, principally because it is more general and 
prefatory in its character than the others. In- 
deed, the author himself calls it a Preface to a 
work unfinished, and it is believed that it was 
intended as such, for the “ Doleful fall of Andrew 
Sail;” however, it did not appear with this 
book, nor for many years after its publication. 

The editor has not ventured to alter the ortho- 
graphy in any of these reprints, confident that 
doing so would lessen their character as types of 
the originals. It may be difficult to account for 
the variance between the orthography in the 
“ Bleeding Iphigenia,” and that in the “ Sale and 
Settlement,” unless it is to be attributed merely 
to the printers ; however, this difficulty the 
Editor must leave to the solution of others. 

The phraseology to be found in these publi- 
cations is very quaint, and characteristic of the 
times, and must be of value to any one desirous 
of sketching, in dialogue or otherwise, literary 
portraiture of Irish character in the seventeenth 
century, a matter which appears to have been 
very much overlooked, by the historians who have 
endeavoured to picture to us, the scenes or cha- 
racters of that, perhaps one of the most eventful 
periods of Ireland’s History. 
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OR 

An excellent Preface of a Work unfi- 
nished , published by the Authors 
fnnd , with the Reasons of 
publishing it. 

The picture of Iphigenia (one of the rarest 
peeces of antiquity) goeing to be sacrifised 
for appeasing the anger of Diana , offended 
with her Father King Agamemnon for killing 
a stagg consecrated to that Goddess , made 
Timantkes* the Author thereof very famous. 


* The classical reader need not be reminded that 
Timanthes was a celebrated Grecian painter, the con- 
temporary of Philip of Macedon, who lived about 40, 
B. C. 
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Hee placed in lively cullors , round about 
this faire Princes , her Kinsmen , Frinds , 
Allyes , and suite in great Consternation , 
all drown’d in lamentations and teares ; but 
the gallant Lady (nothing in nature ap- 
pear’d more comely) smiled , bearing in her 
countenance a Majesty , and contempt of 
death : soe charming was the art of this 
picture , that few could view it without 
teares. 

Courteous Reader , the Author of this 
Preface hath drawne another Iphigenia of the 
body of a noble , ancient Catholic Nation 
cla’d all in redd Robes , not to bee now of- 
fered up as victim ; but already sacrific’d , 
not to a profane Deity , but to the living 
God for holy Religion : look but on this our 
bleeding Iphigenia , and I dare say you will 
lament her Tragedy. 

1. In the first place the Author sets 
downe his owne feare and care about long 
Eternity (which should be the chiefest care 
of a Christian) confessing with griefe and 
compunction of hart , that hee had walk’d 
in daunger , even to the age of 71 years , 
and at length found himselfe touch’t with 
that dreadful theme : Aut pcenitendum aut 
ardendum . That is : Either we must doe 
jfcnnance , or burnt. This drove him to a 
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resolution of laying aside all wordly entan- 
glements , and conversations , for obtaining 
the Kingdome of heaven and taking order 
with the nouse of his Soule , for that he was 
sure to dye , and could not live longe. 

2. Hee expresses a Godly anger against 
his frind Sail* an Apostata. Sancte Irascitur 
qui pro Deo Irascitur . That is : Hee is 
justly Angry , that is angry for God's Cause . 

3. Hee delivers in sencible Language the 
slavery , ruine , and destruction of his deare 
Country. 


* “ iftidrew Sail, the individual above alluded to, 
was bom at Cashel, in the county of Tipperary. In. 
1639, he removed to Spain where he became a Jesuit, 
and was afterwards appointed a professor of moral divi - 
nity in the College of the Jesuits at Salamanca : about 
the year 1673 he returned to Ireland, and was consti- 
tuted superior of the mission of the Jesuits in that 
country — having, soon after, unhappily abandoned his 
faith, he embraced, or rather pretended to embrace 
Protestantism, and took up his residence in Trinity 
College. Here he graduated ; and as a further reward for 
his defection, he was soon after nominated domestic 
chaplain to Charles II., and enriched with the prebend 
of Swords, the rectory of Ardmulchan, and the chan-, 
torship of Cashel. He died in Dublin, about the year 
1682, and was buried in the Cathedral of St. Patrick.” — 
Brenan’s Ecclesiastical History, vol. 2, p. 280. For Sail’s 
works, see Ware’s Writers, by Harris, vol. 2, p. 189. 
Doctor French’s answers to some of these wiU be found 
enumerated among his writings, a list of which 
given at the close of the Introduction to this volume. J 
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4. Hee presents to the view of our gra- 
tious Kina Charles the second a Catholick 
People , his faithfull subjects wounded by 
theeves , and left halfe dead , like the mise- 
rable man , that went from Hierusalem to 
Ierico ; desiring his Majesty with prayres , 
and teares to com neare and binde up the 
wounds of the afflicted , powring in Oyle 
and Wine , as did the Godly Semaritane . 
His Language to the King is with submissive 
duty , and yet with a Priestly freedome 
Iudging with Saint Ambrose. Neque impe- 
rial est libertatem dicendi denegare , neque 
Sacerdotale , quod sentiat , non dicere S That 
is : It is neyther Kingly to deny the free- 
dome of speaking , nor Priestly , not to speake 
what hee thinks. 

5. Hee names in particulare certain Capi- 
tall , Implacable blooddy Enemyes of his 
Country , and gives them the Caracters , 
they deserve : and to justify this , says with 
Tertuliane , In hostem Patrice , omnis homo 
miles est. That is : Every man is a Souldier 
against the enemy of his Country. 

The subject of his writing was to reprove 
Sail a Jesuit of the Fourth Vow , for ab- 
juring the Catholick Faith , and leaving his 
holy Order : In the work hee proceeded to 
8. or 9. Chapters* and went noe further ; 
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but 1 hope some zealous Istraelite will build 
upon the foundation hee hath laid , a hand- 
some structure. 

You will perhaps inquire who hee is that 
began , and did not finish a good work ; hee 
is a learned worthy Priest , of whome , all 
that know him , will say , (his modesty may 
not be offended with the trueth’s I utter) 
hee hath been all his life tyme , sincere in 
all his writings , ways , and conversation ; 
(Hee is truly one of those can say with 
Seneca ; Quod sentimus loquimur , quod 
Joquimur sentimus . That is : I thinke what I 
speake , and speake what I thinke .) Ever 
Loyall to his Prince , faithfull to his Coun- 
try , and true to his frind ; and soe hearty a 
lover of peace , with all kinde of men ; that 
he never ingag’d in any contention, but 
what was pious for defending Religion , and 
the Jurisdection of the holy Sea : in quar- 
rells of this nature hee was still fervent , and 
feared noe man , and used to say with great 
Ambrose in such incounters. Nemini facio 
injuriam , si omnibus Deum prcefero. That 
is : I injure no . man by preferring God before 
all . 

Having considered with attention this 
sound Preface, and finding the contents sol- 
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lid , well ordered , and such as may be useful 
to my poore Country , I thought it my duty 
to make all publick to the World ; hoping that 
pious Christians beholding the grievous 
wounds wee have received for God , and 
Religion , from the Enemys of both , will 
open the bowells of mercy to us soe sorely 
oppressed. 

I conclude with a word or two to my deare 
Countrymen , recommending seriously to 
them all , at home and a broad , to humble 
themselves under the Iudgments of God , 
and powre forth theire harts like Water 
upon the Earth , in contrition , teares , and 
prayres ; which is the only way left for ass- 
waging the anger of God , come upon us , 
for our owne sinns , and those of our Fore- 
fathers ; Initium salutis (saith holy Hierome) 
est nostra intelligere §• flere peccata. That 
is : To understand and deplore our sinnes is 
the beginning of Salvation ; and because a 
disease deeply rooted (as ours) needs a strong 
and long cure , it is fitting wee calle to mind 
that saying of Saint Ambrose .. Grandi 

plages , alta , §• problixa est opus medicina ; 
and apply the same. 

I beseech you , gentle Reader, pray to 
God for my afflicted Country , and for the 
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Catholic Religion therm persecuted 9 that it 
be not wholly extinguished , and soe com- 
mending you to the tuition of the Almighty , 
I remaine 

Your humble servant in 
Christ lesus 

N. N. 
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AMICUS ANONIMUS 


ad 

AUTHOREM ANONIMUM. 

Q vam bene Magnates stringis : tibi dicere 
verum 

lnnatum est : aliis dissimurare placet. 

Fallacias Mundi , Scriptor venerande , nee 
artes ; 

Tu curas ? ut Mundum falsa docere pro- 
bes. 
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PREFACE 

TO 

THE STUDIOUS READER. 


After a toylsome peregrination for the space of 
full seaventy years in this Babilon of confusion 
and miseryes, (wherein men are soe strangely 
tormoyl’d , that the pleasures they enjoy , often 
become theire greatest torments.) I began at 
length with a sencible care to consider of Long 
Eternity , purposing , to lay aside all false con- 
tentment , deceiving illusions , and prophaine 
conversations , heavy Chains I haue carry’d to 
long with small pleasure , and great feare , and 
although I found great danger in carrying them , 
b 3 • 
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yet I had not courage enough to shake them of 
for good and all. Veretrahebam catenam meam 
(to use S. Augustins Language) solui timens . 

My declining age forewarning mee the down- 
fall of my decaying body would be soon , and per- 
haps suddaine, bid mee prepare for a surer , and 
a more durable habitation ; and it seemed to mee 
my Guardian Angell whispered to my disquieted 
soule even the same words the Prophet Isaie ut- 
tered to King Ezechias when dangerously sick. 
“ Thus saith our Lord : take order with thy 
house, for thou shalt dye, and shall not live.” — 
Isa . Cap. 38. 

This inevitable alarme of dying raysing a high 
storme within mee, I concluded without further 
fluctuation to spend the short remnant of tyme I 
have to live , in pennance , Holy contemplation , 
prayers , and Mortification for schanselling with 
teares (if God would be soe pleased) the sinns 
and vanitys of my former life. 

I had hardly begun to settle my minde in this 
divine meditation , when behold a printed paper 
from London came to hand, of a publick abjura- 
tion of the Roman Catholic faith made by Andrew 
Sail a Jesuit of the fourth Vow. This paper in- 
deed gave mee a great heaviness of hart , for I 
loved the man dearly for his amiable nature , and 
excellent parts, and esteemed him both a pious 
person and Learned , and soe did all that knew 
him, but I see wee were all deceiv’d in him. 
However this suddaine change of him made mee 
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say with sad attention those words of Saint Paul. 

Hee that thinketh himselfe to stand, let him 
take heed least hee fall.” — (1 Cor. Cap, 10.) 
For God knowes I noe way feared this man 
would have falen into lierisy. 

As I was Reading with great attention Sail’s 
Abjuration I call’d to minde that “great read 
Dragon, whose tayle drew the third part of the 
starrs of heaven, and cast them to the earth. 
( Apoc . Cap . 12.) And then said to myselfe, 
the tayle of an infern all beast had cast this Sail 
to the Earth out of a little heaven : ( The state of 
Religion ) wherin for a tyme hee shined like a 
small starr in vertue , and learning. 

After deserting the Societey of Jesus and run- 
ning away with infamy and shame , out of the 
whole House of God I could not Endure him , 
and therfore resolved to give him a sharp repre- 
hension : at which if hee shall repine , and fall 
into Choller for my indevouring to doe him 
good , I shall hould that for an ill Symptome of 
his disease qui corripientem Eum contemnit (saith 
Solomon) non sequetur Eum Sanitas, Some sick 
men there are , that nt>w and then think them- 
selves sound and well , when they are most sick , 
all those can not abide the sight of a Doctor , 
which is a Kinde of madness : if Sail be one of 
those , his Cure will be the harder ; however for 
Charity-sake , and for the ancient amity wee 
had , I will employ all paynes , and dilligence for 
healing him', but the cure must come from above , 
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Ab Mo medico in coelis , qui spargit medicament a in 
terris.* Farre it is (God knowes) from my minde 
to add affliction to his afflictions , sufficiat Diei 
malitia sua : nec unquam fuit mea consuetudo lacerato 
animo dicere vitia amicorum , talem Zelum (ut cum 
S. Augustino Loquar) semper sensui magis impetum 
punientis , quam caritatem corrigentis, The same 
saint tells mee how to handle Sail. Dilige (saitli 
hee) $ die quod voles. 

But what shall I doe to a man , that hath 
stained his soule with the spott of herisy ? with 
what waters shall I wash him for wyping away 
the staine , with those of Siloc , qua fluunt cum si- 
lentio , or those of Rasin qua transeunt cum tumul- 
tu ? (Isa, Cap, 8.) The last seem the more na- 
tural for purifying him though my inclination is 
more for the soft running waters of Siloe, 

Had Sail’s sinn beene noe more than a slipp of 
Ignorance , or frailty , wee could have covered 
him with a Mantle of Charity ; but the abomina- 
ble abjuration of faith being a sinn of a high na- 
ture , and full of Impiety against God , against 
Christ and his unspotted spouse , against Charity 
and the Holy Ghost , I can not be silent , but 
must openly rebuke his wickedness , and main- 
taine truth against him before all the world : can 
I see a man deare to mee , vaunting and soe des- 
peratly defying the Hostes of the living God , and 
say nothing! that cannot be: Silence here were 

* Dictum S. Ambrosy. 
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a great sinne being the true tyme of taking up 
David’s Sling and stone and throwing at this 
Gyant dominering and vaporing against the camp 
of Israeli. I am not to powre oyle upon the head 
of such a sinner , flattery will not cure him , I 
must then in charity chide him and Exprobrat 
his deserting the Catholick faith ; and if hee is 
wise and penitent , he will say with repenting 
David. “The just shall rebuke me in mercy, 
and shall reprehend me : but let not the oyle of a 
sinner fatte my head.” — PsuL 140. 

After lamenting Sail’s woeful perversion , I 
begin to think of my deare Contry’s affliction , 
and with feare , and amazement to inquire the 
ground and cause of persecution there and in 
England. 

Nothing was less feared (I am confident) by 
the Catholicks of both Kingdoms then a tempest 
of this nature to come upon them , lying safe (as 
they conceived) under the wings of soe great 
and mercyfull a Monarck, as Charles the se- 
cond , a King of pardons. How then say men 
came this about ? how could soe clement a King 
be induced to afflict soe loyall a people , as the 
Catholics of England , and Ireland ? I see noe 
Mistery in this business , all is cleare : theire 
affliction , and cause therof is well knowne over 
all Europ , and is (as I may say) even the same 
with that of innocent Daniell whose Loyall fide- 
lity to Cyrus King of Babylon , was so cleare , 
as his malignant Enemys said expressly of him , 
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wee shall not find against this Daniell any occa- 
sion unless perhaps in the Law of his God ; the 
Crime then against Daniell and all the Jews was 
theire Religion : upon this ground the Coun- 
sellers and great men of the Kingdome gott 
the King to sett forth an Edict against the 
Jewes for professing theire Religion, and by 
this means Daniell was cast into the lake of the 
Lyons by a King that lov’d him. The King 
lov’d Daniell but hee feared the great men , who 
pressed the Law to be executed against Daniell , 
and this feare more strong in the King then 
love , made poore Daniell Companion to the 
Lyons. 

Your Religion noble Contry-men , your Re- 
ligion is the sole Cryme , for which you suffer 
(Blessed for ever be the name of God for this) 
your Religion hath stirred up this tempest , which 
ought not to terrifye you over much , seeing the 
Apostles our first Captains and Leaders in this 
holy cause, those darlings of God, endured hard 
things for Religion : Prisons , whippings , con- 
tumilies , and all sort3 of vexations were to them 
delights, and consolations: they after “being 
scurged went from the sight of the Councell re- 
joycing, because they were accounted worthy to 
suffer reproach for the name of Jesus. — Act Apt. 
Cap . 5 . 

Doe not therefore feare all that men can doe 
against you , while with teares and patience you 
march under the purple Standart of Crucify’d 


Digitized by Google 



PREFACE. 


15 


Jesus , for in the end , the day , and victory will 
be yours : feare not the power of men in this 
glorious tryall , there be more with you , then 
against you , (Legions of Angells though you 
see them not) those heavenly hostes are pitching 
theire tents round about you. Hee that Led the 
Children of Israeli out of Egypt in wonders 
through the redd Sea , never wants power to de- 
liver you * waite for his good tyme , for hee will 
eome. 

A Table of sage Counsells , that hung by the 
bed of Ptolomeus Arsacides King of Egypt , (by 
liim Religiously observed all the tyme of his 
raigne ,) was delivered by a Priest of the Idols 
to the wise Emperour Marcus Aurelius , whoe 
dying gave it to his sonn with this short speech. 
My sonn leaving you Emperour of many King- 
doms , I presume you will with that great power 
be feared of all , and if you wil faithfully Keep 
the Godly Counsells in this Table , you shall be 
infalibly beloved of all. 


THE TABLE OF COUNSELLS. 

1. I never deny’d (said the vertuous King 
Ptolomeus ) justice to a poore man , for being 
poore ; nor pardoned a rich man for being rich. 

2. I never loved a rich wicked man ; nor 
bated a poore just man. 
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3. I never granted favours to men for affec- 
tion ; nor di&troy’d men to satisfy my passion. 

4. I never deny’d Justice to any demanding 
J ustice ; nor mercy to the afflicted and mise- 
rable. 

5. I never passed by Evill without punishing 
it ; nor good without rewarding it. 

6. I never did Evill to any Man out of Malioe ; 
nor villany for avarice. 

7. I was never without feare in prosperity ; 
nor without courage in adversity. 

8. My dore was never open to a flatterer ; 
nor my eare to a murmering detractor. 

9. I indeavoured still to make myselfe be- 
loved of the good ; and feared of the Evill. 

10. I ever favoured the poore that were able 
to doe little for themselves ; and I was evermore 
favoured by the Gods , that were able to do much 
for all. 

Those rare Counsells should be exposed in the 
houses of Kings and all publick places to the 
view of men , to be knowne of all in theire re- 
spective dignitys and callings : and it would be 
a pious and noble action , if our gratious souve- 
raigne would be pleased to consider seriously 
with himselfe, how farre these just and Laudable 
Counsells have been regarded during the tyme of 
his raigne , especially in conferring of estates and 
lands from one part of his subjects , to another 
part of them contrary to all due course of Law, 
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and without hearing of the partys oppressed, 
which hath been procured to be don by the un- 
due information , and perswation of certaine of 
his Councellera, and Ministers of State , and 
chiefly of the Chancellor the Earl of Clarindon. 

If his Majesty shall doe this grace, and jus- 
tice to his Catholick subjects of Ireland , thou- 
sands of Widow’s and Orphans will be eased and 
relieved , who now sitt downe in great poverty , 
Lamenting extreamly their Lands , Houses and 
all they had wrongfully taken from them , and 
this day possessed and injoy’d by those invaders. 

God bindes all Kings, and Judges by this 
commandement : “ Thou shalt not doe that which 
is uniust nor Judg uniustly , Consider not the 
person of a poore man neither honour thou the 
countenance of him that is mighty. Judg justly 
to thy Neighbour.” — ( Levit . Cap . 19.) God alsoe 
forbids to give away one subjects bread to ano- 
ther ; reason , vertue , and the lawes of God f 
Nature and Nations are the rules that ought to 
guid all Princes and Magistrats in the govern- 
ment of the people under them. Did not God 
himselfe complaine of Evell Iudges in this Kinde: 
“ How is the faithful Cittie , full of Judgment , 
becom a harlott ? Justice hath dwelled in it, 
but now man-killers. The Princes are unfaith- 
ful , Companions of thieves ; al love guifts, fol- 
low rewards. They Iudge not for the pupil: 
and the widowes cause goeth not in to them.” 
(Isa. Cap. 1.) And againe our Lord saith. “ They 
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are made grosse and fatt : and have transgressed 
my words most wickedly. The cause of the widow 
they have not Iudged ; the cause of the pupil they 
have not directed , and the Iudgment of the Poore 
they have not Iudged. Shall I not vissite upon 
these things , saith our Lord ? or upon such a 
Nation shall not my soule take revenge?” — 
(Jerem. Cap . 5.) Certainly it is against Gods 
just Judgment to omitt such things, and 
crimes unpunished. There are thousands of dis- 
tressed Catholick Pupils , and wedowes (his Ma- 
jesty cannot chuse but know it) that have not got 
Iustice ; whose cause and complaint had noe En- 
trance into his Courtes ; theycried out for J ustice , 
and were not heard ; they CryM for mercy , and 
found it not ; and such as live of those oppressed 
soules are still crying to heaven , and the King for 
remedy ; Poore desolate and dejected , they are 
waiting at the doore of the Kings pallace and noe 
regard is had of their teares , prayres , and petitions. 

Wee are indeed becom the reproach of all 
Nations round about us , by the craft and ini- 
quity of States men, that have poysened the 
Fountaine of Justice , It is said of some of those 
that theire vices have farre exceeded theire ver- 
tues , and that in all theire proceedings against 
our Nation , there was found in them noe truth , 
noe integrity , noe Religion , noe shame ; but an 
insatiable covetousness , and a flametng ambition 
of making themselves great and powerfull : and 
are not such men say you able to poysen the 
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Fountaine of Iustice (and mercy toe) in a King- 
dome. 

This sore oppression, and our necessitys every 
day growing greater , forceth us to implore Ius- 
tice and mercy , and to minde the King of what 
the Apostle 6aith to a King. “ Non enim sine 
causa gladium portat” — (Ad Rom. Copt. 13.) 
If the Law of God will alow of soe many thou- 
sands of innocents to be destroy’d, is a maxim , 
that toucheth much his Royall Wisdome , and to 
be distroy’d and sacrificed to augment the estates 
of men , that were great and rich enough before : 
can Justice suffer this ? can the mercifull brest 
of a Clement King endure to see soe many sad 
spectacles of woes , and miserys without all re- 
lief ? will not God at long running look downe , 
and examin these cruell procedings ? It hath 
been a principal care , and study of some states- 
men neare the King , to oppress and overthrow 
the Catholicks of Ireland , and at the same tyme 
to perswade his Majesty , that wee ought to be 
destroy’d by Iustice and Law. 

Theire Malice they have evidenced in theire 
language , and viperous writings. Of this stuff 
you have enough in the Earle of Orerys answer 
to Peter Welsh his letter to the then Marquis 
now Duke of Ormond desiring a just and mer- 
cifull regard of the Homan Catholicks of Ireland : 
what could be more rationall than such a de- 
mand ? yet Orery must quarrell with the con- 
tents of said letter , and belch out poyson against 
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the whole Nation and theire Religion. To this 
answer P. W. replyed and solidly confuted Orery : 
lett the indifferent Reader after deliberation 
Iudge of which side truth , sollid reason , and 
learning is in the writings of both. 

It vexed Orery above all measure that P. W. 
advanced these two propositions. 1. That the 
worst of the Irish Papists were no Regicids. 2. 
That the Irish Papists fought against such men , 
when England , Scotland , and the Protestants of 
Ireland deserted the Royall cause. 

To the first Orery makes this pittifull answer, 
“ That the Irish Papists are no Regicids ; let it 
be considered , that the Doctrin of Regicids is 
common in Romish schools, and the practice in 
their courts.” This is a false Calumny, tell us 
Orery in what Romish University or School is 
this Doctrine Common ? in what Catholick Court 
is this practice ? you can not tell us , and there- 
fore you are convinced of Calumniating Catholick 
Schools , and Courts , which is no Creditt for 
you. * 

In the mean time wee demaund Orery in what 
School was the Doctrin had , by which Crum- 
well and the rabble of blooddy Rebells murthered 
the good King Charles the first , in the School 
of Geneve or Rome ? Speak freely your minde , 
and tell us on what side were you when the king 
was murthered , of Crumwells party or the 
Kings ? of Crumwells party you were then , and 
had you been then in London likely (this is the 
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opinion of many) you had been a high man in 
that blooddy jury ; and after that Kings death 
noe man desired more (as was generally spoken 
of you) to King Crumwell, and unKing our 
present Soveraigne that you. 

To P. W. his second proposition you answer 
thus : “ That to touch the annoynting, is virtu- 
ally to touch the annoynted, take away the rega- 
lia, and in effect you take away the King.” 
Orery all this is true, but what Illation make you 
of this ? who I pray are those that touched the 
annoyntings , and the annoynted , the Catholicks 
of Ireland ; or Crumwells party ? (whose faith- 
full Ianniser you have been.) The annoyntings 
you have touch’d formally, all the Regalia, the 
Kings Cittys , Townes , Forts , Militia , and for 
addition to your treason you made open warre 
against the Crowne and King , (it was Crumwell 
mad you all touched then the annoynted virtually) 
and here you stayd not, but touched the annoynted 
formally, when you put him to death by an un- 
heard and most blooddy solemnity , and as it were 
by Iustice or course of law , an asacinate , that 
hath contaminated the glory of the English Na- 
tion , though the best and most of the Peers and 
good people of England abhorr’d it. Your an- 
swer to this second preposition you conclude 
* thus : “ Had the Devil! had leave to touch lobs 
person , hee would not have spar’d him , when 
he touched all that was his.” You say right 
Orery ; but what say you to this ; that you and 
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your Companions after touching all that was the 
Kings , having touched his sacred person , and 
Barbarously killed him. See and reckon among 
your selves, what Kinde of Divells you were 
then , and if you have not gon a stepp farther 
against your owne King, then the Divell did 
against lob. 

Orery you might take us for men of short 
memory , if we should forgett , how you by way 
of rallery said of 54. Catholick Gentlemen No- 
minees , that were to be restored , (and made ac- 
count they should be soe) to theire chief houses , 
and 2000. Akers of ground , that it was intended 
by the act , they should be only Nominees , No- 
mine restorable, but not re. You have play’d 
the Prophett Orery (though you spake in a leer- 
ing way) for as yett none of them have been re- 
stored , (as wee are informed) nor likely shall ; 
yett at that tyme you abused the Kings goodness 
and credulity, assuring his Majesty, there was a 
sufficient stock of reprisalls to satisfy alL 

After taking some paines , in reading over the 
hott (papering) contention between the Earl of 
Orery, and Father Peter Welsh Frier Minor 
Lector of Divinity , I found Orer/s answer to 
P. W. his letter to the then Marquis now Duke 
of Ormond , to be an Eloquent , Pollished, 
Elaborated piece, but full of Cavills, artifice, 
fallacies , untruths , and sophistry ; all his study 
and paynes tend to render the Catholicks of Ire- 
land odious , and infamous , and theire peace of 
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1648. voyd : (Rem non benam facis Or ere , ul- 
tra vires tuas est negotium) hee showes in his 
writings a bitter soule , and great pride and pre- 
sumption , (I owe not soe much to his degree as 
to spare telling him truth , nor want I confidence 
to defend truth , and my Country , against a per- 
son of higher quality than hee is.) Never came 
in my way an Author , that writes of a whole 
Nation , and theire Religion , less Christianly , 
less nobly , and less truly ; and for his paynes 
hee is worthy of the praise S. Augustin gives to 
such a man , as this : Ingenium in malo vene- 
num in auro. 

Upon a Bull of Yrbanus 8. to the confederate 
Catholicks of Ireland, Anno 1643. hee makes 
a mocking malicious coment. This Bull imports 
noe more than an exhortation to the Catholicks 
to free themselves from the oppressions , and 
grivous Inj uries , theire fellow subjects the Pro- 
testants did them , who had designed to pull them 
up roote and bransh , (as was evidently made ap- 
peare) hee alsoe praised the Catholicks for indea- 
vouring to defend themselves , and theire Reli- 
gion , and gave them Indulgences in so just and 
good a quarrell ; his Holliness speaks not a word 
in all against the King, nor obedience due to 
the King ; Richard Belings esquire Agent to 
that Pope from the confederate Catholicks hath 
atested , that his Holliness commaunded him to 
tell his Children the Catholick Confederate , that 
hee would have them in defending themselves , 
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and Religion , to continue constantly obedient to 
theire King , and after his Holliness sent an ex- 
cellent and pious letter to the suprem Councell 
of the confederate Catholicks , of which I shall 
speak more hierafter. Will not the world rather 
believe his Holliness owne Letters , and the Mes- 
senger wee sent him , in declaring his sence in 
the aforesaid Bull , then Orery the Popes enemy? 
What I pray is contained in that Bull , that an 
honest man can reprehend? would Orery have 
the Pope be soe madd , as to forbid his Children 
to defend themselves and Religion against him, 
and his Companions ? 

Good God how this man doth abuse this Popes 
pious and good meaning expressed in foresaid 
Bull , which Orery tells the world was a Che- 
rishing of the Catholicks in Rebellion , as if our 
taking up armes for our necessary defence of 
lives , and Religion against the Protestants our 
fellow subjects could haue been a rebellion , as 
hee would faine perswade his reader , and that 
the Popes aforesaid Bull was a Cherishing of 
the Catholicks in a Rebellion : to which purpose 
hee speaks thus : “ If the Popes power over the 
Irish be soe great, theire obedience to the King 
must be little as if the Religion of the Catho- 
licks had an inconsistency with their duty and ’ 
obedience to the King , which is most false. The 
Popes power over the people is in spiritualibus ; 
the Kings power in temporalibus ; and those 
powers doe wel agree (as is evidently knowne 
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over all the world) in the power of Catholick 
Princes over theire subjects , and in the Popes 
power over the same people ; those powers , and 
Jurisdictions in Catholick tymes in England did 
not Clash y nor doe they now in theire nature , 
the Catholick people paying theire duty to both ; 
it is true the Luminare Majus (the Pope) Ca- 
tbolicks venerate more , then Luminare minus 
(the King) because Luminare Majus hath the 
greater light and influence ; yet they doe not 
therfore omitt to pay due veneration to the King. 
Orery brings noe proofe , or sound argument , 
to prove what hee assumed , (that the Pope’s Bull 
was sent for Cherishing a Rebellion ,) but his 
owne authority, which with us hath little creditt , 
and will soe with any , that shall know his ways 
and dealings. 

I pray Orery to make this reflection , whether 
there have ever been in the world more execra- 
ble and biooddy Rebells then himselfe and Com- 
panions, who had noe dependence upon the 
Pope , but quite contemed his authority , and 
his person hated , Hee will not (I hope) say the 
Pope Cherish’d theire Rebellion. 

The Man hath much strained his brains in im- 
pugning the mentioned Bull ; and as if hee had 
done a great bussiness , says thus of the Irish 
Cathdicks : “ If they succeed , heaven and Ire- 
land is theirs; if they succeed not, heaven is 
theirs;” Orery by the quarrell , wee intended to 
hold what of Ireland was ours , against invaders ; 
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who can blame us for this ? and fighting for Re- 
ligion , wee had a good claime to heaven ; and 
though wee succeeded not in fighting , our claime 
to heaven is still good by our faith and good 
works; this claime all our Enemys , with the 
Protestant Parlaments of England , and Ireland 
are not able to take from us. Orery and all of 
his bands and Combination hath dealt with us as 
the Divill did with lob ; the Divill touch’t all 
that was Job’s , except his life ; Orery and his 
people have touched all that was ours except our 
soules , which we hope in his Devine mercy God 
will preserve for his owne Worship and glory , 
soe as wee have still title to say , “ heaven is 
ours but bee and his cannot say for themselves , 
“ heaven is ours until they shall change , theire 
Religion into a true faith , doe good worcks , and 
restore what they haue uniustly taken from us. 

I will here sett downe a few of Orerys propos- 
sitions , let the reader after perusing them, 
Iudge of them. 

In his answer to P. W. his Letter to the Mar- 
quis of Ormond hee calls the Irish Nation a 
“ beast,” “the Country a very pest-house,” and the 
Religion of the Catholicks something that pinns 
them upon the sleeve of the Pope. Was ever 
such a diffinition given of Religion ? S. Paul 
defines faith thus. Est fides sperendarum sub- 
stantia rerum , argumentum non apparentium . (Ad 
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Hebr. Cap . H.) The Apostle speaks nothing 
here of pinning , or of the Popes sleeve. Orery 
this kind of scoffing rallery in holy things is 
ignoble , and better becoming Comedians than 
Counsellors , We owe the Pope and his sacred 
Dignity due obedience , which wee will with 
Gods blessing Religiously pay all our lives, 
fremant , frendeant , rumpantur invidia Oreri 8f mille 
impij nugatoret : and this obedience did neuer take 
away , obedience due to our King , nor ever will. 
Who but a beast would call a noble and ancient 
Nation a beast? sum will tell him he kicks 
against the whole Nation , because hee is a beast , 
highly pampered , and fed with honours , lands , 
and Riches. Did ever any call the faire Country 
of Ireland a Pest-house but this man ? why came 
soe many poore indigent men out of England this 
age into this Pest-house to make theire fortunes ? 
why came his Father thither (likely hee hath 
herd , in what state , and plight his Father then 
was) hee found himselfe very well -for many 
yeares in this Pest-house. 

In his answer to P. W. hee speaks these Godly 
words: “Let it not seem strange or hard, at 
least to P. W. and his Country-men , if a con- 
tinued Series of Covenant-breaches, rapines, 
Murthers , Massacres , Cruelties , perfidies , 
treasons , and Rebellions , exercised against the 
Crowne , and Protestant Religion , raise jealous- 
sies in the harts of all Judicious Protestants.” 
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Is not this a pious gloss of a Geneua Presby- 
terian upon a wicked theme ? doth not hee show 
the spleen , and rancour of a cankered hart , in 
this high tone , and storme of Language against 
a whole Catholick Nation ? Orery it is great 
Calhimnie , that the body of the confederat Ca- 
tholicks exercised , Rapins , Murthers and those 
other abominations , or acted any thing against 
King and Crowne. To the contrary in theira 
oath of association you will finde an express 
branch of defending the Crowne, King, and 
Royall Family. We are not accountable for 
what Murthers , some of the common people at 
the first rising in the North , committed against 
poore Protestants , with the taking away of theire 
cattel and goods ; which wee pittied with all our 
harts ; the body of the Catholicks were not , as 
yet com into the quarrell (but awhile after were 
forced to take Arms to avoyed theire owne De- 
struction which could not be otherwise avoyded) 
and since* taking Arms they have done all a long 
what the laws of a just warr allow'd. But when 
you have your selfe commaunded a part of the 
Parlaments Rebellious Army have you contained 
your common soldiers from Murthering, and 
Robbing the innocent common people ? wee found 
the contrary by experience. 

Orery Pagina 28. of his answer to P. W. plays 
the Hypocrite with a great show of holiness. 
“ However (saith hee) the once suduced Protes- 
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tants of Ireland are willing to take shame to 
themselves , and give glory to God in confessing 
their guilt such , (though not by causing , yet by 
complying with the late usurpation , though to a 
good end) that they redily acknowledg, they 
owe theire lives and estates to his Majesty’s grace 
and Indulgence.” This is humble and dutifull 
language , and such as should be spoken to a 
King , but all is spoken to a King coming home 
with tryumph , and entring , into Ireusalem with 
Osanna in excehis , Benedictus qui venit in 
Nomine Domini : But to this Kings Father , a 
King and the Fountaine of Iustice , as well as 
the Royal Sonne , sorely afflicted what were the 
Salutations , and cry’s of Orerys Companions ? 
Tolle , Tolle y Crucijige : some men have witt to 
change theire dialect of speaking according to the 
change of tymes , and fortune , Orery is said to 
be one of these. 

I pray you heare the scurrill impudency of 
this people in tyme of theire Rebellion , sending 
in a derisory manner Hue and cry after his 
Majesty, when they could not light on his Royall 
person. 

“ If any man can bring any tale, or tydings of a 
wilfull King , who had gon a stray these foure 
yeares from his Parlament , with a guilty Con- 
science , bloody hands , a hart full of brooken 
vowes , and protestations : if these marcks be not 
c 3 
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sufficient , there is another in the* Mouth , for 
bid him speak and you will soone know him 2 
then give notice to Britanicus , and you shall be 
well payd for your paines. God save the Par- 
lament.” In Merc . Britanicus . 

Who may not doubt but these kinde of men 
“ are those crept in unawarrs , who (as the Apostle 
Iude tells us) despise dominion , and speak evil 
of dignities did not the same Apostle foretell , 
“ that there should be such mockers in the last 
tyme , whoe should walke after theire owne un- 
godly Lustes .” — ludce Epis. 

I hope Orery will not say the great Rebells , 
the Irish Catholics (such hee would haue them 
be) did ever revile afflicted Majesty in such a 
scoffing way : truly they did not , but at all tymes , 
and upon all occations in their Pulpitts, theire 
congregations , and Publick assemblyes they 
spake of the King with all veneration , and Com- 
passion. 

Now his Majesty coming home in prosperity, 
those mockers of his Father are all becom purify’d 
Musellmans and speake nothing but Magnalia of 
the King. For all this , there are thousands of 
good true Protestants, Royallists in England 
that still feare> those new penitents , for abusing 
Royal Autority (or at least faigne themselves 

* Bos in Lingua. 
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soe to be) would be glad to heare once more that 
millitary word “ as you were and if this shall 
com about, the King will not have soe dutifull 
language from them. 

That Orery says hee and other Protestants 
complyed with the usurpation to a good end , is 
a strange expression , hee needs explaine himselfe. 
They invaded all the regalia , that is , they took 
away the Kings Navy, Fdrts, Townes, Militia, 
and in the end they Murther’d the King him- 
selfe. Does Orery call this a good end of com- 
plying with the usurpation. 

The truth is , Orery and his companions ini 
Ireland came home , when they could noe longer 
stand of ; the King may thank General Muncks 
ingenious stratagem for theire coming in , the ire 
intention and ways were well knowne. Now the 
Kings worke being done by Munck with all 
wished success (soe as those in Ireland had no 
power to hinder it) then Orery and the rest 
thought fitt to cry out “ let the King live and as 
hee and his trusty comrades syding with the usur- 
pation , had government and places of trust and 
profitt (they then all danced to Crumwells pype) 
soe now they court the King returning home , 
“ and show themselves great penitents , taking 
shame to themselves of their guilt and giving 
glory to God." Is not this a great glory to God , 
to confess a rebellion , they could noe more deny , 
then wee can deny its day when the Sonne is 
shining and scorching the earth. That which 
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much troubles Orery , is , that the Irish Ca- 
tholicks doe not acknowledge themselves guilty 
of a rebellion with him , and give glory to God 
that way , but they being , not guilty of such re- 
bellion and treason against the Crowne answer 
with S. Augustine , Prcestat magis innocentem 
esse quam poenitentem. 

Orery ingag’d (as aboue was said) in a horrid 
rebellion , if hee could make the Catholicks con- 
fess themselves to have been Rebells , if this hee 
could compass , hee would indeed triumph , and 
say in a leering way : behold the Irish Catho- 
licks Confess they have been rebells as well as 
wee ; but wee have obtain’d pardon , which was 
denyed them , and have gott theire estates and 
lands to boot ; let them now walk through out 
the world like poor and naked rebells. 

But of our side some will say, that at the 
tyme Orery and his people had pardon , and the 
Catholicks not : “ Non erat Rex Jupiter omnibus 
idem? And that his Majesty’s censure in the 
case between us was that the Poet speaks of. 
“ Rat veniam coruis , vexai censura columbas.” 
Certainly his Majesty , in our , and your case , 
Orery , hath not walk’t according to Plato his 
excellent rule : “ Non infcelix sed malus semper 
castigandus est , ut fiat melior {Plato, legum 
2 lib.) Not the unlucky , but the wicked man , 
is aliways to be Chastysed , that hee may be 
amended. The Royall Iudgment went quite 
another way, for the unfortunate Irish Catho- 
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licks were severly punished, and the wicked 
Crumwelian people have bin pardoned , and re- 
warded with the estates of the Irish Catholicks. 
Kingdoms abroad can hardly believe matters 
were soe carryed. Likely these people are now 
contented, having theire hearts desire in this 
world , soe as they may say with out feare “ Ire- 
land is ours.” But theire memory will perish , and 
themselves , or theire posterity will be distroyM 
by as wicked men as themselves that destroy’d 
us. Solomon sayd well : “ The memory of the 
just is with praises : the name of the Impious 
shall rott.” ( Prov . Cap . 10.) I will give Orery 
and his frinds a good counsell out of the wise 
man : “ Stuppa collecta Synagoga potentium , et 
consumatio illorum Stamina ignis” “ The sig- 
nagog of sinners is as tow gathered together , and 
theire consummation a flame of Are.” — Bccles , 
Cap. 21. 

This Man for wounding Catholicks makes 
arrows of all wood , and frequently brings out 
this expression of the King against them. “ Wee 
doe extreamly detest the odious Rebellion , which 
the recusants of Ireland have without ground or 
cullour raised against us , our Crowne , and 
Dignity.” Hee further says : “ These words of 
the King were not spoken in a corner but under 
the great seal , and were worthy to be written 
with a beame of the sonne.” All this is but an 
exaggeration to render us more odious. But will 
Orery tell us , with what Beame would hee have 


Digitized by Google 



34 


PREFACE. 


the bloodily Rebellion of Crumwell , of himselfe 
and the rest written ? if there be any brighter 
then that of the sonne wee are to seek out 
for it 

Orery knows well there is noe fouler staine , 
(except Heresy which is a spirituall Rebellion) 
then that of Rebellion , and therefore leaves noe 
stone unmou'd to make our warre such : the 
name is execrable and ignominious, and the 
marks of reproach indicted upon Rebells, are 
full of disgrace. The Civilians speak much of 
them , as thus. 

“ Rebellis , incurrit , ipso jure poenam mortis. 

; “ Rebellis , perdit ipso jure dominium bonorum. 

• “ Rebellis, potest a quo libet impune occidi. 

‘ “ Rebelli , nec jus reddi debet. 

“ Rebelles , Subdisi , tanquam piratse et la- 
trones tractari solebant. 

“ Rebellium domus solo a&quari debent & sale 
spargi. 

“ Rebellium legati possunt occidi. 

“ Rebelles perdunt privilegia , & pro mortuis 
habentur , non habent Civitatum beneficiat , ngn 
jus azili , neque servanda est eiis fides. 

“ Rebeles non debent in Iudicium citari , sed 
celeri vindicta puniri ; et Rebellionis factum 
fufficit absque sententia declaratoria.” 

Seeing Rebells are soe odious and execrable 
persons , Orery is to make in this place a dubble 
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reflection ; the first , how infamous and wicked 
men they have been, whose guilt was a con- 
fessed Rebellion ; secondly they are for ever to 
praise the King’s Clemency , who pardoned soe 
wicked a Crime. 

The Iudgment of Civilians , of Rehells being 
as above specified noe greater injury can be done 
to the Irish Catholicks who have beene still Loy- 
all to the King , then to tell the world , theire 
just warre was a Rebellion. 

However it imports not much, that our enemys 
call us soe, for an Enemys testimony against 
another Enemy, is of small force: my possitive 
denyall of what hee affirmes is a justification 
good enough ; if hee brings not against me , Tabu- 
las, testes, and great Evidences, hee does nothing. 

My present subject of writing is not to Iustify 
the Irish Warre of 1641. which, I heare, is. 
already don by a learned pen ; yet something I 
may say for confuting Orery’s ill affected Iudg- 
ment of us and our quarrell. 

That a defensive warre can be raised without 
the consent and Authority of any Prince is a 
common Doctrin of Divines, Canonistes, and 
Civilians ; and that it may some time extend it- _ 
selfe in effect to the nature of an offensive warre. 
This Doctrine is warranted by the Law of Na- 
ture , (a more binding law then are the possitive 
law’s of men , (which if repugne to that of na- 
ture are noe law’s ;) for by this law , a man can 
defend himselfe against violence without recur* 
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ring to the Prince. The Law of God is alsoe for 
the like defence. (i S4 effringens vir domum stve 
effodiens fuerit inventus , fy accepto vulnere mor - 
tutus fuerit , percussor noncrit reus sanguinis .*’ 
" If the thiefe be found breaking up the house or 
undermining , and receiving a wound dye , the 
Strieker shall not be guilty of blood.’* ( Exod . 
Cap. 22.) By this divine precept , as alsoe by 
the law of Nature , it is clear and evident a pri- 
vate man may Kill another in defence of his 
houshold goods. “ Sed multo magts (says S. 
Thomas) Licitum est defender e propriam mtam , 
quam propriam domum ” That is to say “ it is 
much more lawfull for a man to defend his life 
than his house.** ( S . To. 2 a. 2 ee. q. 6 . A. 7 .) 
Ergo if a man Kills another in defence of his 
own life , hee shall not be guilty of Murther : 
which case is to be understood , that hee intends 
not to Kill t’other man but in defence of his owne 
life ; and though some hould ; the man defending 
himselfe may not intend the Killing of that other 
man , but only the preservation of his owne life , 
yet the more common opinion is , hee can , and 
any other thing else that tends , to the preserva- 
tion of life. 

The sacred Canons also subscribe to this Doc- 
trin in this Dialect. “ Sine principis authoritate 
per aliquod particulate helium Licitum est alicui 
injuriam repellere,” That is “ It is lawful with- 
out the authority of the Prince , for any man by 
a particular Warre to repel Injuries.** (De grafys 
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«c. cap. significaeti , deace .- 36. M. 35.) If you 
question by what Authority is such a warre legi- 
timated , answer is given out of the Cannons. 
Authoritate Juris : which wairanteth all men 
to prosecute their right , and defend themselves ; 
see the Divines.* 

By the Laws of the Kingdom of Ireland , if a 
private man Kills another se defendend & , hee is 
quitt , because the action is Judged lawful! , and 
yet to Legitimate such an act the Princes Au- 
thority intervenes not, the reason is evident, 
because : “ Id licitum est jure naturally Divino , 
et CiviH 9 et Canonico? “ By the Law of Nature , 
Devine , Civil!, and Cannon, it is lawful by force, 
to repell force.” Azor. 3 a. part lib. 2. cap. 1. 

It is here to be observed that this inculpable 
defence hath soe large an extent , that it reach- 
eth to the defence not only of every privat 
man’s life , but alsoe of his goods , Chastity , 
honour, if such things can not be otherways 
preserved. Soe S. Thomas. {In 2 a. 2 <c. q. 64. 
a. 7.) Now if such defense is law full for privat 
men , how much more for a Commonwealth or 
Nation ? # Botium cnim commune excellentius 

universalim at aubende Divinius est? “For 
that a Common good is more excellent, more 
universal, and somtymes more Devine then a 

* In 2 a. 2 «. q. 40. & q. 64. and the interpritcrs of 
holy writt in Bom. 13. 
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private good.” (B^nnez. /n 2 a. 2 ce. q. 40. a. 1. 
dub . 2. co% 1.) And if it be lawful! to wage warre 
.upon such inferiour motives, as is the preservation , 
or recovery of temporall goods , honour and the 
like, how much more lawfull is it to manage 
warre upon that supreme motive of defending , 
and . perserving , the Catholick faith , without 
which there is noe salvation. 

This was the Judgment the pious and valiant 
Machabees made of the warre they undertook , 
and nobly persued for theire Religion and Laws , 
which they preferd before theire wives and Chil- 
dren , and all temporall things most deare unto 
them. The “ Machabees being exhorted with 
the words of Judas exceeding good , &c. they re-" 
solved to fight and to encounter manfully : be- 
cause the holy Citty , and the Temple were in 
danger. For there was less care for theire wives , 
and Children , and alsoe for theire Bretheren , 
and Kindsmen: but the greatest and principal 
feare was for the Holiness of the Temple.” — Ma„ 
l, 2. cap . 15. 

How farre a defensive warre may extend , the 
Schoolmen tell us , and say that by accident , it 
may be somtyms lawful for the Common wealth 
to doe , and offer all such Damages and Evill , as 
may be done and offered in a just offensive warre. 
“Aliquando (saith Bannez) contingere potest , t it 
liceat Hits , inf err e hostibus omnia ilia mala f que 
possunt in hello justo aggresivo” “ It may happen 
somtyms , to bee lawfull for those ingaged in a 
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defensive warr , to do all Evills and Damages 
which can be offered or don in a just offensive 
warre.” — (2a. 2 ce. q. 40, a. 1, d. 10, con . 1.) — 
Which happeneth when the aggressors are publick 
Eftemys , and when there is noe recourse to the 
Prince , and that those defending themselves can 
noe otherwise avoyd the violence offered by the 
assailants^ 

; *This was truly the case of the confederate 
Catholicks as Will clearly appeare to such as will 
be pleased to examin it Moreover the case then 
Stood soe with his Majesty that hee was not able 
to redress the injuries don us , nor did our Ene- 
mys then obay his commaunds , (I mean a little 
after the warre begunn) but the Parliament , that 
fell from the King. 

For the better and clearer understanding the 
nature of a defensive Warr , those therin ingaged 
hould not themselves passively , but actively , soe 
doe the words repell or beat back signify : if the 
end it be lawfull , then are the necessary means to. 
compasse that end also lawfull : if the defence of 
on’s selfe be lawfull , then is the Killing of the 
invader (without which the life of the invaded 
cannot be preserved) Lawfull , soe as to kill is in- 
volved in the act of defence , and the lawfulness 
of the one infers the lawfulness of the other. 
“ Si vis (saith the civill Law) fiat persona , tunc 
hcitum est se defender e , Sf defendendo per cuter e, 
tmo etiam occidere , si aliter non potest quis eva- 
dere mantis ejus” “If violence is don to a person. 
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it is then lawful for him to defend himselfe , and 
defending himselfe to strick , and alsoe to kill , if 
hee cannot otherwise escape the hands of his 
Enemys. Thus stood the case with the Irish 
Catholicks , that they must have kill’d, or have 
beene killed.” — (§§. ad L. AquilL L. sciential*. 
§§. qui cum agiter .) Yea soe great is the Iustice 
of a defensive Warr , that devines teach , it is law* 
full “ for the Sonne to defend himselfe against 
his Father, the Wife against her husband, the 
servant against his Master , the Subject against 
his Superiour , and the vassall against his Prince 
or King.” Soe Azor : Nempe. “ Licitum esse 
Filio contra Patrem , uxori contra Maritum , 
subdito contra Superior em , vassallo contra prin - 
cipem sive Regem se defender eP — (InstiU Moral, 
p. 3, l. 3, q . 6.) If it be lawfull for the Subject 
or vassal in a just cause to defend himselfe 
against the Prince , it much be lawfull to defend 
himselfe against his fellow subject. 

Here I meet with an objection in which our 
adversary put great force. The Irish Catholicks 
(say they) were the first aggressors. The objec- 
tion is easily answered , as thus* It is a Com- 
mon Doctrin of the Devines , that it is lawful to 
prevent an Evill that can not be otherwasya 
avoyded then by preventing it, j E. G. I see yon 
take your Pistol! in your hand cocking it to 
shoote at mee, in that case it is lawful for mee to 
discharge my pistol! and kill you , otherwise I 
should be kill’d by you : will any law punish me 
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for killing yon soe , would the law of God or na- 
ture have mee stay my band untill I am kill’d by 
you. Tannerus a good Devine teacheth soe. 
44 Licitum est etiam prcevinire injustum agresso - 
rem , si alia via commodes defensionis non supe - 
tat, is jam aliqualiter est in eulpeef sive in pro- 
posito aggressionis injustee verseturP 44 It is law- 
full to prevent an uniust invader , if there is noe 
Other way of defence , and that actually the inva- 
der is in fault or in a purpose of an uniust inva- 
tion v — (q. 6, n. 7, delusiitia et lure.) Becanus 
doth declare (examining this question) 44 an ali - 
quando liceat invasorem preevenire et ilium occi - 
dere antequam nos actu invadat hee answers: 
“ Licere in his casibus , prvmo , si accedat ad in - 
vudendwm , nec evadere possum , nisi ilium pre- 
veniam: Secundo , si nondum accedat , tamen 
instructus sit invadendum , nec possum effugere 
nisi priveniam.” “ Whether somtyms it is lawfull 
for us to prevent the invader, and Kill him, 
afore he actually invad's us ? hee answers that it 
is , ixt these cases : first if he corns to invade mee , 
and that I cannot escape but by preventing ; se- 
condly if hee does not as yet invade mee , but is 
ready and prepared for that invation , and that I 
Cannot avoyd him but by preventing: in this 
Case if I kill him I doe it me defenkendo , and 
consequently (though I struck first) I am the de- 
fender, and hee the aggressor.” Sotus Navar 
Corchtba Covar: and many houlds this Doctrin , 
And Navar gives this example , of a Married man 
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who has a dagger under his pillow , to kill his wife 
withall , which shee discovering and knowing 
may prevent by killing her husband , if there is 
noe other remedy ; the reason is , though actu- 
ally hee has not done the execution , however .hee 
is in a radin^ss to perform it , for which end hee 
kept her soe boulted up , and invironed , as shee 
cannot otherwise escape. 

This was truly the case of the confederate Ca- 
tholicks at the beginning of the Warr , they were 
boulted up in an Hand, as that woeman in the 
Chamber ; there was nee doore open for them , 
then by preventing the Presbiterians blooddy de- 
signe ; if this they had not done , there had been 
an end of them all. 

Richard Bealings Esquire to Yrbanus 8s; 
from the body of Irish Catholicks , and the Lord 
Bishop of Femes , and Sir Nicholas Plunket sent 
to Innocentius X. did not tell those Popes they 
come from a body of Rebells , but from a people 
Catholick the King of England’s subjects , and 
for such they were respected , and vissited by the 
greatest Princes and CardinaUs in the Citty : and 
foure of the gravest CardinaUs were deputed by 
Pope Innocentius to heare the two la^t , as*Ca- 
poni, Spada, Carassa% and PansiroUrCardinall 
Secretari , and the afforsaid Bishop and Noble 
Gentlemen , were esteemed over all the Citty for 
good Catholicks , good subjects , .and able men ; 
and with other instructions received commaunds 
from theire Holliness to the people of Ireland , to 

( l ) , /-t 
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continue constant in the Catholick Religion / and 
Loyalty to theire King. 

Thus much I thought fitt to say by way of di^ 
gression for -Justifying our warr that it was noe 
Rebellion, and that this argument of Orery , the 
King call'd the warr of the Irish Catholicks a 
Rebellion, ergo it is a Rebellion doth not hould. 

It is true , it is a received maxim that the King 
can wrong noe man. The Reason is, because 
the King is the Fountain of Iustice , and must be 
supposed not to have a will to wropg or offend any 
of. his people. But there is noe maxim that the 
King may not be informed by Evil men or Coun- 
sells , to the Distruction of his people , which 
hath been often done by Statesmen , and Coun- 
sellors , who seek after theire owne interest more 
then the preservation of the people , which is and 
ought to be the Kings principal care: in this 
Kinde the Lords Iustices in Ireland , Persons 
and Burlase with a malignant part of the Kings 
Counsellors in the yeare 1641. informed his Ma- 
jesty that the Catholicks of Ireland without dis- 
crimination had entered into a Rebellion , when 
only some discontented men began a Revolution 
in the North , and those (as was generally spoken) 
men of small Estates , and broken fortunes , the 
Lords and Gentlemen of the other three Pro- 
vinces . and all the Catholick townes , and Corpo- 
rations having not taken arms , until forced there- 
unto for the necessary defence of their Estates , 
and Religion , (as above hath been said;) I doe 


Digitized by Google 



44 


PREFACE. 


Hot heere nccose , or excuse the first rysingin the 
North , but I confidently affirme , the Nobles , 
and Catholick Gentlemen in the other three Pro- 
vinces (and some of those in the North to, that 
did not joyn with the first Eysing in that Pro- 
vince) and all the Catholick Townes , and Cor- 
porations , lived in soe happy a state end soe 
opulent and rich , that they would never abett a 
Revolution for gaining other Mens estates ; it is 
alsoe well Knowne , that all those have bin still 
faithful to the Crowne , and theire Fathers before 
them , as was well try’d in the Warrs of Desmon , 
Tyron , and other smaller Revolutions. Thus it 
happend , that his Majesty grounded his opinion 
upon the information of foresaid Parsons Bur- 
lays , and a malignant part of the Counsell , cor- 
rupt men , (who after fell from the King and ad- 
hered to the Kings Enemys , the Rebellious Par- 
lament.) Those represented the body of the 
Irish Catholick Rebells ; and the King deceived , 
and deluded by this information , call'd us Re- 
bells , and our just warr a Rebellion , and to this 
day wee were not heard to speak for ourselves , 
and being unheard , ought 4o be reputed inno- 
cent. It is to be observed , that the first flame 
of the rising in the North, had been soon 
quenched, had Parsons and those of the Councell 
given a Commission to the Marquis of Ormond 
now Duke, to raise five thousand men , as hee de- 
manded for that effect , with him had gon alonge 
the Catholick Nobility and Gentlemen , and soe 
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they had made a speedy work of it ; Bat the 
plott of those Crooked Ministers of State was to 
involve all the Catholieks in the Business , *and 
thereby to finde a Cullor of confiscating theire 
Estates. 

• Orery stays not here , but pufjfod up with his 
great Fortune and a gall in! Pupe tells the world 
in a supersilious manner. That the birds of the 
ayre , noe , nor the flyes contributed less to his 
Majesty’s restrau ration , then the Roman Catho- 
licks in Ireland. Orery this is to much, this 
great contempt of the Catholieks , corns from a 
great pride in you , and what you say is very 
false , for the harty prayres of the Catholieks 
(though with steel they could contribute nothing , 
being then unarmed, and gplosed up in prisons 
by yon and your Companions ,) have more con- 
tributed to the Kings restrauration then birds 
and fly’s that want reason could. 

Are wee bound to suffer this and other great 
contumelies from a man soe lowly discended , as 
to tell us , “ the whole Nation is a beast , our 
Country a Pest-house and our Religion som- 
thing that pinns us upon the Popes sleeve?” Shall 
wee endure all this from a man that hath bin 


esteemed one of Crumwells spyes , (to be a spy , 
its an infamous office) Orery if you are an English- 
&ian (as you would have your selfe to be, and 
likewise the Duke of Ormond) it is true the 
Duke was born in England , and of an English 
Lpdy (som say, had bee bin bom in Ireland, 
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hee had been Kinder to the Nation and favoured 
them more than hee did upon the last settlement) 
but Jiis Forefathers have all of them beene borne 
in Ireland about four .hundred and sixty years, 
and the house had the Creation of Earle in King 
Edward the third’s tyme Anno Domini 1332. 
Orery you cannot say soe much for your sefie in 
the ranck of Nobility but be what you will, 
English or Irish , I will tell you what an English 
Gentlemen writes of you , (I have myselfe seen 
the man) disguised under the name of William 
Allen , in a most excellent piece , stiled “ Killing 
is noe Murther”, speaking therein of the quality’s 
of a tyrant applying all to Crum well , of the fift 
quality hee speaks thus , In all places they have 
their spyes , and delators that is , they have 
Fleetwoods ; theire Broughalls, theire S. Iohns , 
(besides innumerable small spyes) to appears dis- 
contented, and not to side with them; that, 
under that guise , they may get trust , and make 
discoverys. Orery in Crumwells tyme was Lord 
Broughalls. 

This noble Man hath used still against us , his 
sword and penn ; but the latter hath made ther 
deeper Wound , if men credit his writings ; 
cannot hee live contented with a good patrimony , 
his Father provided for him , and a great lump 
of Catholicks lands the King conferr’d upon him J 
at once with the place of Lord President of the 
faire and goodly Province of Munster (a dignity 
his Fathers Child did little think to obtaine 
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and a reward his perfidity against the Crowne 
did not meritt) cannot all these great Honours , 
Estates , and Riches satisfy the Man , unless hee 
see’s innocent Maerdochaeus hang’d on a high 
gibbet ? The goodness of God (wee hope) will 
not allow , what hee desires , the extirpation of a 
Nation. 

Noble minds ordinarily esteem the place where 
they | or theire parents have gain’d a great 
Fortune and Settlement: Orery’s Father (it is ( 
well knowne) from a low state came to one of 
the greatest Estates in the three Kingdoms , hee 
was neither Sword-man, nor Gown-man, nor 
favoritt in Court , and yet purchased a prodi- 
gious estate, came to the Dignity of an Earl, 
High treasurer, of the Kingdom of Ireland, 
matcht two of his Daughters , one to great 
Geraldin Earl of Killdare (first Earl of Ireland) 
another to the Lord Barry Viscount of Barre- 
more ; hee used for his Motto in this his great 
prosperity. “ Gods providence is my inheritance ,” 
a Christian , and modest one , which for all that 
signifyed hee had nothing left him by his parents. 
These things I utter not by way of reproach, 
for wee are all the Children of Adam, but to 
minde Orery a little of the low and small nest, 
in which his Father was hatched, that hee 
should not soe farr forgett himselfe, as to con- 
temn© and trample under foote a whole Nation , 
wherein are soe many ancient and Noble FamL 
lyes : and let him give me leave to tell him, it 



PREFACE. 


is a great and an unwary Impertinancy for 
guilty and contaminated men to reproach the 
Innocent. 

Hee that says much, or displeaseth others, 
must hear something will displease himselfe , as 
alsoe hee that goes armed against many, expects 
many armed against him. In tyme of usurpa- 
tion those that commanded were very insolent ; 
it was then indeed men could say of England , 
what was said of Athens i that there only small 
theeves were bang’d , hut the great ones were 
free, and condemn’d the rest; wee hope it is 
not so© in England : however Orery for one man 
hath had the good Fortune to escape in all 
iymes , and on all sides , and to have a good post 
and place in Every government. It is commonly 
said , that against a mischief , badd parents doe 
to theire Children , theire is noe other core than 
patience , but Orery being noe Parent , but an 
Enemy to our Nation , is not to be borne with , 
and it is more reasonable his owne confusion 
should be bis cure, than our patience. The 
Catholicks of Ireland , look upon hup as a great 
beast makeing a prey of all thatfs weaker, and 
areally hee hath soe dealt with us , wberfore we 
may deal with him in the same way according 
to our strength, and if he is soe strong and in 
court soe much favoured as wee may not have 
him cited to make answer , the Court will give 
us leave to expose his vertues or vices as wefe 
finde them written by others. In what I have 
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writt , I have done my duty , in strycking him 
that Stryck’s my Country , for as Tertulean says. 
“ In hostem Patrice omnis homo miles est.” 

I win here take my leave of Count Orery , 
*^ 4 pinding him of What P.W. in his little Book 
staled the Irish Cullours foulded , printed at 
London Anno Domini 1662. in pag 20. thereof 
he speaks of Orery to the Duke of Ormond as 
followeth. 

u For indeed my Lord he appears to mee all 
along his writings , of the number of those , who 
see heaven , and all the hopes of the other life , 
as Mathematicians make ns behold in a darke 
Chamber , what soever passeth abroad , through 
a little Crany , in snch a manner , that all things 
wee see , appeare like shaddows and landsckip’s 
tamed topsoeturvy. Verily , I take this Gentle- 
men to be abased see by himselfe. And that 
after hee hath stopped up all the windows and 
accesses to heavenly Ray’s, he hath made a 
little hole for the Moone , and all the blessings 
of the other life have seemed very slender to his 
distrustfull spiritt : and that hee hath put on a 
Resolution to make a Fortune at what price 
soever , and to build on earth like Caine , after 
hoe hath almost renounced the hopes of heaven.’ 9 
If Orery be such a man as P.W. discribes him ; 
if he hath not a trembling in the head , as old 
Cain the Muiiherer had , hee cannot Chuse but 
have a trembling and great heavinesse at the 
hart. 
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After ending with Orery I finde a nother 
Kinde of snake in the grass latet anguis in herba 
full of poison , this man concels his name ; 
wherefore I Know not (for hee needed not feare 
to write any thing against the Catholicks , when 
all things runn against them.) Likely his fancy 
was to throw the Stone, and hide his hand. 
Hee writt at London Anno 1664. a book full of 
vennime with this title , Horce Sub cesivce. In 
pag. 83. “hee affirmeth that Charles the second 
is not obliged in the least by any Law of God or 
man , of warr or Nations to Keep any one parti- 
cle of the Irish Articles made or granted by 
King Charles his Father in the yeare 1648. to 
this purpose hee setts downe formally these 
words in pag 81. King Charles the second, May 
lure Belli fy Gentium , Sf lege talioins , without 
breatch of faith or Articles (not excepting those 
of 1648. soe much insisted on, and soe mightily 
pleaded for by P.W. by that just Law (soe often 
used , and prescribed by God himselfe) take the 
lives, and fortunes of all bloodd-thirsty Popish, 
Rebells , and theire confederates , and associates. 

This Godly man doth not cite in what Code or 
Book this Law often used and prescribed by God 
himselfe is to be had , nor can hee , nor doth hee 
give any other reason or proofe for his assertion 
then his own authority ; which can be of noe val- 
lue with any pious man. I appeal to all the noble- 
men and the worthy Protestant People of Eng- 
land if this is not rather the proposition of a 
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Murtherer then of a Christian Gentleman , This 
mans Book (Horce Subcessivce ) P.W. did learn- 
edly confute in an Appendix hee added to his 
reply to Orerys answer , and soe confounded him , 
that hee neuer writt word after in his owne de- 
fence. I remitt the Reader to what hee shall 
finde in said Appendix of this Matter , and after 
reading all let him Iudge as hee shall finde fitting 
and reasonable. 

Can wee forgit to list in the number of our 
Enemys the Earle of Clarendon Chancellor of 
England , (hee deserves to head the first ranck 
of them) a man of Ruine and Distruction , a Pest 
to Catholicks , and Ireland. “ Was not this Cla- 
rendon, this blooddy and covetous Statesman 
heard oft to say with a fierce countenance and 
passionate tone , the Irish deserve to be extir- 
pated , and then hee would after his usual man- 
ner come out with a great oath , and swear they 
shall be extirpated. Good God what a heathin- 
ish Expression is this in the Mouth of a Christian 
Statesman , a Chancellor of Engelland.”* (Is not 
a Christian King well Counselled in having 
near him for Chiefe Minister of State such a 
blooddy man voyd of all Justice and mercy.) 
But did this Athist (soe great an Enemy to God- 
liness can not be a Christian) think that God , 


* Out of the Narrative of the Earl of Clarindons Set- 
tlement and Sale of Ireland. 
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that hath appointed an Angeil for the Guard of 
Every individual! person , would take no care to 
perserve the body of an intyre Nation , but let 
them all be destroy'd to satisfy the mind and an- 
ger of a blooddy man. 

Clarendon was in this bussiness like that As- 
tronomer , or Philosopher, who look’t upon the 
Starrs , and fell into a well before his feet: hee 
had then designed in his owne minde "the mine 
of the Catholicks of Ireland , and very soon after , 
hee stole out of England , with a Guilty Con- 
science and Baggs of Gold in great feare , and 
left behind him his stately buildings , places of 
pleasure , great Riches , and the veneration of 
many that adored this man like an Idoll , (the 
glory of the man is gon away like smooke and 
his name rotten , and hated in England) and 
flying into France , walked over some Provinces 
of that Kingdome in trembling, like another 
Cain before any settlement of himselfe. lustum 
0 Domine est Indicium tuum. And wee are 
poor souies as yet living as wee can 9 and hope- 
ing for Gods mercy. 

I am here to advertise my Reader of an abomi- 
nable ingagement agree’d upon in the tyme of 
usurpation against the Royall Family ; the con- 
tents will teach you how . good frinds they were 
to the King that conceived this ingagement P. W. 
hath this oath page 74. of his reply to Orery’s 
answer , and aptly terms it one of the oathes 
taken by the Saints themselves the fautors of 
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Cromwells Tyranny, and the well wishers of his 
Kings-ship. Which runneth thus : 

u I. A. B. doe hereby declare that I renounce 
the pretended title of Charles Stuart , and the 
whole line of King lames , and of every other 
person pretending to the Government of the Na- 
tions of England, Scotland and Ireland, and the 
Dominions , and Territorys thereunto belonging , 
and that I will by tbe grace and assistance of the 
Allmighty, be true and faithfull to this Common 
Wealth against any King , single Person , and 
House of Peers, and Every of them, and here 
unto I subscribe my name. 9 ’ 

Can any oath be more horrid, or can any 
written wickedness ascend higher? and conse- 
quently can any mercy be greater then the par- 
don his Majesty bath granted to the men that 
hartiiy took this oath ? 

“ This ingagment was forced upon the Irish 
Catholicks in soe high a Nature , that those who 
would not take it , were debarred not only from 
the benefitt of Law, but alsoe expos’d to an in- 
evitable danger of death , the Soldiers of Crum- 
wells Army, being command by publick Pro- 
clamation, to kill any man they met on the 
high-way , who carryed not a Certificate about 
him of having taken that ingagment : Commands 
which were Cruelly executed on silly Pesants , 
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who out of Ignorance, or want of care having 
left theire tioketts at home , were Barbarously 
Murthered by the mercyless Souldiers.” * 

Make now a serious reflextion upon said in- 
gagement out of the same Authors. “ It is very 
remarkable , ( saith hee) . that they who devised 
this engagment, who hartily subscribed, and 
forced others to take it , shall not be questioned , 
or held Criminall, and that those , who never 
saw it, before it was administrated to them j 
who abhor’d it in theire harts , and were forc’t to 
signe it to avoyd a blooddy , and violent death , 
shall be declared nocents and an irecoverable 
Sentence of Loosing theire estates given against 
them , and theire estates so forfeited , to be con- 
firm’d on those very persons , who cotiipelFd the 
proprietors to that forfeitur. Obstupescite Cceli 
super hoc fy porta ejus desolamini vehementer” • 

I defy all the Annals , and the Histories of 
Tartars , Turcks , Scithians , or of what Peeple 
soever to produce.'soe horrible an injustice as this , 
or a more wicked , and Barbarous pranck ' of 
knavery, then those ourEnemys haye -contrived. 

King Charles our Soveraigne your Royall 
Authority in England maintains the Peer in his 
splendor and Dignity, the Commoner in his 
birth-right and liberty, you protect the weak 
from the oppression of the mighty , secure the 

* Out of Clarendons Settlement and Sale of Ireland 
pag. 8. 
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Nobility from the insolence of the people , and 
by this Equall , and impartiall Iustice is indif- 
ferrently distributed to all the inhabitants of that 
great and flourishing Realme : And at the same 
tyme use is made of the same Royal! Authority 
in your Kingdom of Ireland , to condemne inno- 
cents, before they are heard*; to destroy soe 
many hundred Widdow’s and Orphans ; to con- 
firme soe many unlawfull usurped possessions ; 
to violate the public faith, to punish vertue, 
to Countenance vice, to hold loyalty a Crime , 
and treason worthy of reward. 

These severities not to be doubted of in our 
days, wee feel them by sore tryall : but after- 
ages will hardly admitt them , and it must be a 
very difficult matter to perswade those now , that 
have not been eye-witnesses , that the fact ever 
happened. 

Now things being carryed in this nature , let 
your Majesty seriously consider, of whome shall! 
God take account of our Distruction , of those 
wicked states-men who abused your Authority ; 
or of your Royall Person , for not bringing those 
men (after our humble and publick prayres and 
petitions to your Majesty for redress) to the test 
and tryall of Iustice for having opprest us. 

Consider Great King the prayer of King David 
to God: 

“ O God give the Iudgment to the King. 

“ And the Iustice to the Sonne of the King. 
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Why soe King David ? 

“ To Iudge (saith David) thy people in Ius- 
tice, and thy poore in Iudgment.” — Psal. 71. 

The Royall Prophet here gives the reason , 
wherfore the power of Iudging , and Sword of 
Iustice is given to a King : to witt, that hee 
Iudge the people in Iustice , and the Poor in 
Iudgment Winch was not done ; soe complains ; 
the Widdow’s and Orphans in Ireland perishing 
in poverty and famin , and the world abroad Is 
in amazement , that this was not done , “ Won- 
ders (they say) were done after his Majesty’s 
restrauration , Rebells made honest men , and 
honest men made Rebells by the Kings Royall 
pleasure ,” and all this brought about , by the 
cunning and wickedness of certaine Statesmen , 
wherby the King was cheated, and betrayd , 
the innocent People ruin’d and impious States- 
men enricht and magnify’d. Soe that the Poore 
Catholeck People have nothing left them , but 
to cry to thee O Lord. 

“ Tibi derelictus est pauper Orpkano tu eris 
adjutor. 

“ Contere Brachium peceaiorU ^ maligm 

“ To thee is the poore left, to the Orphan thou 
wilt be a helper. 

“ Break the arme of the sinner and matignant,” 
~Psal. nonus . 

Our Eyes and harts O God are turn’d upon 
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thee , seeing men have abandon’d ns ; O Lord 
when will the day come of our Happiness ? when 
shall wee with tbankfuUness say to ail the world. 

“ Oar Lord hath heard the desire of the Poore , 
and Iudged for the people, and the humble.” 

Kings are more oblig’d to commiserat the cala- 
mity’s of the afflicted then privat men , because 
they are the Fathers of the people : lob a holy 
Prince in the land of Hus (some hold hee was 
an absolute King) did this. Heare him speak 
King Charls. 

“I was an eye to the blind , and a foot to the 
lame. 

“ I was the Father of the Poore ; 

u I brake the Iawes of the wicked man , and 
out of his teeth I took away the prey.” — lob. 
Cap. 29. 

This it is the poore Catholicks most need to ha re 
done lor them , that the Royall hand will break 
the jawes of wicked men , and take the prey out 
of theire teeth. 

lob says further 

“ The eare hearing counted mee blessed , for 
that I had delivered the poore man crying out » 
and the people that had noe helpe. 

“ The blessing of him that was ready to per- 
rish came upon mee » and I comforted the hart 
of the Widdow. 

There are thousands of these weddows and 
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people crying out , comfort theire harts for they 
are perrishing , and let it be done (as God would 
have it to be done) by your Majesty, that the 
blessings of the poore may fall upon you as they 
did upon lob , and all the blessings of heaven. 

But why great King (give mee pardon for 
speaking to you) why have wee , your Catholick 
subjects of Ireland been neglected , even to ruine 
and Distraction ; what did your Majesty see in 
us , that could render us incapable of the pardon 
granted to the Rebells in Generali ? if our rising 
in arms (which was against our fellow-subjects , 
for our owne defence , and not against the Crowne 
hath bin Iudged a Rebellion by your Royall Fa- 
ther and your self , I hope you will hould us farre 
smaller Rebells then those that made open wafre 
against the Crowne and your Majesty’s , and in- 
fine MurtherM your Father ; why then are they, 
pardon’d , and wee not ? but in case our Revo- 
lution hath bin Iudged a Rebellion (and in case 
it had bine truly soe) upon the peace made and 
concluded Anno 1648. (The Marquis of Ormond 
having bin your Royall Fathers Commissioner to 
that effect.) Wee . had an act of Oblivion from 
your Father of blessed Memory for all that had 
passed , and after confirmed by your Majesty : 
this act of Oblivion had wyp’t away the Rebel- 
lion , ergo it can not rise , againe in Iudgment 
against us , nor can wee be punished for a Crim& 
already forgiven : this being soe , why are wee 1 
cast of, why left under a staine of Rebellion , 
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the true Rebells being forgiven ? why being In- 
nocent doe wee suffer this contumely ? why are 
wee strucken downe as dead men by your Royall 
Hand , Lands, Houses, Estates and all wee had , 
being conferr’d on men , which have noe right to 
them, our Enemy’s, and one tyme your owne: 
they pretend noe claime to our Estates and li- 
vings, noe pack’t, stipulation or convieance: 
by your Majesty’s pleasure only (thats theire sole 
tytle) they hold all , and wee have lost all. By 
what Law are wee thus treated , and destroy’d , 
by that of God, or Nature, or Nations? all 
done against us , is against all those Lawes , and 
against the Law of England , to , ' a good Law , 
by which noe man is to be deprived of his lands 
and goods, but by a due course of Law, the 
benefitt of this Law was denied us. 

Wither then shall wee turne , what are wee 
able to doe for our selves : the Father is not able 
to helpe the Child , nor the Child the Father , 
Mothers are weeping over their little ones lan- 
guishing in want and hunger. 

If Wee are Innocent, (the Act of Oblivion 
hath made us soe , though wee had bin guilty be- 
fore) why are wee cast out of our houses , des- 
poyl’d of our Lands , and Estates , that our Fore- 
fathers have possessed soe many ages? If wee 
have committed any Crime or treason against the 
Crowne , your Royall Father , or your selfe (that 
was not remitted) it were a greater mercy, to 
hasten us into the other world , by a short and 
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violent death , then to condemne as to a lingering 
one, to he consumed, in coldness , hangar, and 
nakedness , and a shameful! slavery at home and 
in all the Regions of Europe 

Your Majesty hath been pleased to tell pub- 
llckly the Peers, and People of England, “That 
wee abroad have followed your Majesty from 
Kingdom , to Kingdom , and that with aH cheer- 
fullness and obedience ; that wee received and 
submitted to your Royall Orders , and betook.our 
selves to what service your Majesty directed , at 
that tyme most convenient, and behoof full to 
your Majesty, though attended with inconve- 
niences enough to our selves , and your Majesty 
Iudged this our demeaniour very worthy of Pro- 
tection , Iustice and favour.” Your Kingly Lan- 
iiguage the 27. July 1660. to the 'House of Peers 
N touching the Act of Indemnity, was this: “I 
] f hope I need say nothing of Irelande and that they 
| [ alone shall not want the beftefitt of my mercy : 

• 1 they have skew’d much affection to mee a broad , 
j -and you will have a care of my honour , and 
i what I have promised to them.” 

These veritys uttered by your Majesty are 
owned by our greatest Enemys ; for such , and 
that wee sacrifised ourselves and all wee had 
faithfully , and hartily in your Majestys service. 

, Let me demaund here , where then have been 
iBraghall, Coot, C loath worthy , and others of 
( that band , those Grandees your Majesty hath 

•S-V '& , 

« * 'L/C , 
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been pleased to honour with great titles ; the two 
first were made Earls of Orery , and Montrath 
and the last (Cloath worthy , that Knowne plun- 
derer of the Queens Chappell, and ommmersett 
Ho\*se an infamous man) created yiscount Mas- 
saren ? where I say againe , have these men been 
in the dark days of your Callamitys , and adver- 
sitys ? what were they then doeing. 

They were then stiffly struggling against your 
Crowne and person , and Laying about them with 
maine indeavours , that the Royall Family of the 
Stuarts should never returne to theire owne Do- 
minions ; (to which purpose they contrived the 
forementioned horrid ingagement.) In those 
days they stiled your Majesty only Charles Stu- 
art , to call you King was a treason among them. 
And what is don in the end ? 

After all theire villanys, contempt of Royall 
Family > open Rebellion and warr against the 
Crowne , and after putting the good King to 
death ; after our fidelity , obedience , and harty 
affection to your Majesty , and after your owne 
Kingly Testimonys , and expressions of the same : 
the matter hath been strangly carryed. How ? 

The knowne Rebells bad your Majestys par- 
don , they were magnify’d , had places of trust 
and profitt in tbe common wealth , and to boot 
they carryed away our Houses, Lands, and 
Estates , by your Msyestys Graunt under the 
great Seal. O tempora / O mores ! O Lace - 
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ratam Iustitiam! And what is our lott , and 
share of this Tragicall play , after your Royall 
promises of all favour and Protection ? wee are 
left naked and desolate , crying to God as those 
of* Jerusalem did distroyed by theire Enemys. 

“ Remember 0 Lord what is fallne unto us , 
behold and regard our reproath : Our inheritance 
is turned to Aliens , and our Houses to strangers. 
Wee are Pupills without Fathers, the joy of 
our hart hath failed, our quire is turned to 
mourning ” — Ierm. Thren . cap. 5. 

This is our deplorable state : what your Ma- 
jesty will doe with us , or for us , is only knowne 
to God and your selfe , and we are to pray that 
God will be pleased to incline your hart to such 
a resolution , as may bring us some comfort , 
which wee much need ; “ Cor Regis in manu 
Domini , quocunque voluerit , inclintfbit Mud” 

Give freedom great King to a poore Priest , 
to speak truth to your Majesty ; it is noe new 
thing that good Priests speak to Kings , and God 
hiraselfe saith , hee will curse the blessings of 
those Priestes , that will not speak truth , and 
give glory to his holy Name ; And the Prophet 
Malachias tells your Majesty , that regard is to 
be had of what the Priest says. “ For the lipps 
of the Priest” (saith that Prophet) “shall Keep 
Knowledg , and the Law they shall require out 
Of his Mouth : because hee is the Angell of the 
Lord of hostes ” — (Maine. Cap . 2.) The truth I 


Digitized by Google 



PREFACE. 


63 


presume to speak to you my King with all sub- 
mission and sincerity is this. That your Majesty 
hath great cause to feare the heavy “Judgments 
of God ” for soe many thousands of Widdows and 
Orphans perrishing for want in the view of the 
world , by that fatall sentence called the bill of 
Settlement. lob tells us God hath, and doth 
somtyme punnish Kings. “ Balteum Regum 
dissoluit , cinget fune renes eorum. 99 " He Loos- 
seth the Belt of Kings , and girdeth theire reynes 
with a cord.” — lob. Cap . 1 2. 

He Loosed the Belt from your Fathers side 
and girded his Reynes with a cord of sore afflic- 
tion : and yet hee was esteemed a sober, just , 
chast King. 

God, is a God of Iustice holding an Iron Rod 
in his hand stretched over the heads of all Kings, 
Emperours , ar\d Popes , and tells them. “ Po- 
tentes , Potenter tormenta patientur ” Ezechias, 

the holy King , when the Prophet told him hee 
should dy , turning his face to the Temple said. 
“ Quis est qui sic humiliat sublimes reges terra ? 
Examen my Soveraigne , and ponder well the 
words of that good King , and how hee was 
frighted , hearing from the Prophet that he should 
dy. Dy you must great King , when that shall 
be God alone knowes , Et post mortem sequiter 
Juditium. Those men that abused your Author- 
ity on Earth will make noe answer for you $ your 
selfe must before that Tribunall , receive (as the 
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meanest of your subjects) according to what you 
have done in this life. Many men use to speak 
to Kings; Omnia placentia. But those will be 
found in the end flatterers , and false Prophets ; 
I speake to your Majesty (as a Priest of God 
should speak , ) naked truth, Sf sic liber avi ani- 
tnant meam. Your Majesty will doe well to sitt 
down , and deeply Meditate upon this weighty 
poynt , and theme , of etemall Damnation or sal- 
vation. 

Having exposed to my Soveraigne our cala- 
mity’s, mine and miserys, and offered humble 
prayers , for ease and mercy. I now turne my 
speech to you my most deare and honourable 
Countrimen , for your sake I have spoken noe 
way minding redress , for what I my selve have 
lost , which was somthing. 

If Iustice shall be don you , and cause of joy 
come from the Kings good pleasure and determi- 
nation , prays God and the King for that Happi- 
ness , and pray to God for his long and prospe- 
rous Beigne. But if this shall not be done (God 
permitting things to goe on as they doe , either 
for punishing Ours , and our Fathers sinns , or 
for trying our patience in this World.) Let his 
holy Name be ever blessed : beare patiently your 
poverty, and you shall finde poverty a great 
blessing : 8. Iohn Chrisostome compares it with 
Martyrdome. Egestas (saith the Saint) u bene 
tollerata facit Martirium ” I do not think there 
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can hardly be any found in the world , that have 
come to a greater distress , and poverty , then 
that you endure , suffer all willingly for God’s 
sake and you are sure of a Crowne : mind often 
that excellent sentence of S. Augustin. “ Sceculi 
homines , infceliciter fcelices sunt , Martyres au- 
tem fceliciter infcelices erant .” “ The men of this 

world , are unhappily happy , but the Martyrs 
haYe been happily unhappy.” 

This is your case , or very like it , soe as in 
your nakedness, your are happier, then those 
that have all that was yours , living in pleasurs , 
and plenty , Let this alsoe be some comfort to 
you , that you have but lost , those things you 
could not long hould , nor shall the present pos- 
sessors long enjoy them. Though they think 
theire fortuns in that Land surely settled ; they 
are but Pilgrims in the way as you are , and 
must part as you shall (and with more greef, and 
feare , for having more then you have) and then 
they shall know and feel Gods Iudgment for 
what they have done to you. 

In all your afflictions , I shall pray and con- 
jure you , to demean your selves like good Chris- 
tians , paying faithfully to God his due , and to 
the King his ; to the King Fidelity and Obe- 
dience in Civilibus , and that for Conscience 
sake; to God Veneration and highest Wor- 
ship , which can not be performed without 
professing a true Religion , the same you are of : 
e 3 
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wherefore let noe worldly preferments , or eo- 
modity’s, that men can conferr on you; nor 
punishments they can indict , shake your Reli- 
gion , but hould the same constantly in all tem- 
pests and Storms , for of it depends eternall sal- 
vation. 

And to speak at the present tyme of your 
great afflictions , imitate I pray you , the three 
Isralites cast into the furnase of Babilon , and 
you shall finde , as they did , an Angell to com- 
fort you. They in the fyre blessed the name of 
God, when Azarias standing in the flame said. 

“ Blessed art thou O Lord , the God of our 
Fathers, and laudable and glorious is thy name 
for ever , because thou art just in all things which 
thou hast don to us , and all thy works are true 
and thy ways righteous , and thy Iudgments true , 
for wee have sinned , and don unjustly , revolt- 
ing from thee , and now wee follow in all our 
harts , and feare thee , and seek thy face , con- 
found us not, but doe with us according thy 
meekness , and according to the multitude of thy 
mercy deliver us in thy mervells , and give glory 
to thy name O Lord.”— Dan. Cap . 3* 

None of you have suffered soe much as inno- 
cent lob , set him before your Eyes , invironed 
with the messingers of all his disasters. One of 
them said to him. The Sabeans tooke away the 
Oxes and Ass<$ , and Killed thy servants , A 
nother said, a fyre from heaven struck thy 
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sheep , and thy servants , and consum'd them all. 
The third ; The Chaldeans made three troups 
and invaded the Cammels. The last told him. 
A vehement wlnde came from the Country of the 
desert , and shook the foure Corners of the House * 
wherin thy Children were feasting , and falling 
oppressed them, and they are all dead. lob 
hearing all this sad newes , blamed not the Sa 
beans, Chaldeans, fire from heaven , or winde 
coming from the Country of the Desert , nor did 
soe much as mention them. 

“ But hee rose up, and faling on the ground, adored, 
and said. Naked I came out of my Mother’s 
wombe, and naked shall I return thither, our 
Lord gave , our Lord hath taken away as it 
pleased our Lord , soe it is done , the name of 
our Lord be blessed.” (lob. Cap. 1.) Bless you 
likewise the name of our Lord for all that hath 
befalen you , offering all up purely to his holy 
will* 

One thing my honoured deare Country-men 
I seriously commend to your pious Considers 
turn , the ensuing weighty golden sentence of 8. 
Cyprian* 

u Deus t mis est (saith hee) Christus nnus est , 
£ una Ecclesia , ty Cathedra una , supra Petrum 
Domini voci f undata : alittd Altare constitui , aut 
sacerdotitm novum fieri prceter unum Altare 8f unum 
Sacerdotium , non potest . Quisquis alibi collegerit , 
spar git. Adulierum est , impium est , sacrilqgum 
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est , quodcnnque humano furore Instituitur , ut dis - 
positio Divina violetur .” — ( S . Cyprianus Epist. 
40.) Let the words of this most holy Bishop 
and Martyre goe to the hart of every one of 
you. 

This one God hath created yon. This one 
Christ hath redeemed you. This one Church 
hath baptized you and imbued you with the 
Elements of faith , and Christian Rules of living 
well : This one and holy Chare (of Peter) hath 
governed you , and all the Christian world in 
verity , and sanctity all a long from the Apostles 
tyme. There is but one Altar , and one Priest- 
hood (and this only is the Roman Catholick 
Church :) hee that gathereth out of this congre- 
gation, disperseth. This Church only hath 
Keyes of heaven , and true Commission to save 
soules : any power on Earth , that seeks to pull 
downe this Altar , to Abolish this Priesthood , 
to distroy this Church , is Impious , Adulterous , 
Prophane , and Sacrilegious. The holy Doctour 
gives another Devine Counsel to his people. 
“ Nemo vos fratres err are a Domini viis facial; 
Nemo filious Ecclesue de Ecclesia tollat : per eant 
sibi soli qui perire volverint” That is to say , 
let noe man bring you into error from the pathes 
of our Lord ; let none take out of the Church , 
Children of the Church ; those that have a 
minde to perrish and be lost , let them be lost 
alone. Let Egan (a lost dissolute Fryer that 
lately fell) and this Sail, and all such prophane 
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men , that will not remaine in Gods House let 
them perish alone , seeing they will have it soe : 
doe not you follow theire evill example , Impiety 
and maddness , but wisely stay within the Ribbs 
of the Ark, the holy Roman Catholick Church 
(Ad quarn teste Cypriano) perfidia non habet 
accessum , And out of which great Augustin 
assures us there is noe hopes of salvation :) And 
be constantly , and Religiously obedient to the 
Apostolick Sea , and to the man , that stands 
upon the Rock Clement the X. conspicuous for 
his Zeal and Piety , on earth the prime Lord of 
the House of God , with full power to guide and 
governe all soules in the way of salvation. 

Praying God of his infinit goodness to graunt 
you in your great afflictions fortitude ; patience , 
and comfort : to his holy Protection I commend 
hartely you and my self, this 23th. December, 
1674. 
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The “ Settlement and Sale of Ireland” is con- 
sidered one of the most racy and vigorous of 
Dr. French's productions. It is a narrative of the 
events, which led to the most unjust and arbitrary 
usurpations, being confirmed and legalized by an 
act of parliament, bearing date 27th Sept. 1662. 

Carte, upon the authority of Sir R. Southwell, * 
attributes it to the pen of Peter Talbot,* but there 
is not a doubt that he was mistaken, and that 
the true author was the Bishop of Ferns. It 
was originally published, at Louvain, and is not 
better known, unless as a literary rarity, than the 
Bleeding Iphigenia ; although this is difficult to 
be accounted for, as it was reprinted under the 
following lengthy title ; — 

“ Iniquity Displayed, or the Settlement of 
" Ireland, commonly called the Act of Settle- 
“ xnent, made after the restoration of King Charles 
u IL, laid open. Wherein, against all the rules 
“ of Christian religion, common justice and true 
41 policy, against the solid security of the* Crown, 
“ the peace and happiness of the English Mo- 
“ narchy, and against the golden rule of doing 
“ as men would be done by, Publick ‘Faith is 
“ violated, Honour and Equity trampled upon, 
“ Loyal Proprietors stript of their native rights 
“ and inheritance, in favour of Cromwelian re- 

* Carte's Ormond, vol. ii. 384. 

F 


Digitized by Google 



74 


“ bels, regicides, and others. Sent in a letter by 
“ a gentleman in this country in 1667-8, and 
“ now reprinted with some additions, by N. 
“ French, 1704” 

This reprint is as scarce as the original, 
and from a MS. note, in a copy of the latter 
which the editor has seen, it appears that it was 
** scattered” in Dublin some time about the same 
period; but was perhaps gathered up by the 
official authorities with equal activity. The 
late Mr. James Weale, a gentleman remarkable 
for his knowledge of the Irish authors and their 
writings, is the editor’s authority for stating that 
it was published in Latin, French and Italian ; 
(he had seen copies in these languages,) and its 
author had it also published at Seville with other 
of his works in the Spanish language, “ about tbe 
time of the treaty of the Pyrenees,” being assisted 
in these labours by the Professor of the Irish Col- 
leges of that city. As a matter of course this pub- 
lication was considered highly offensive and spoken 
of as libellous, by the friends of the Duke of Or- 
mond and Clarendon. Some of these attempted to 
refute its statements, and an anonymous publica- 
tion appeared in 1688, written by “ a person of 
honour,” under the title of State of Ireland 
with a Vindication of the Act of Settlement fyc. 
However, the deed itself requires somewhat an 
abler justification to defend it from the argu- 
ments of Dr. French, than the production of this 
“ person of honour” whomsoever he may be. 
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Whereby the Just English Adventurer is much preju- 
diced , the Ancient Proprietor destroyed , and Publick 
Faith violated ; to the great discredit of the English 
Church and Government, (if not recalled and made 
void) as being against the Principles of Christianity , 
and true Protestancy. 


WRITTEN IN A LETTER BY A GENTLEMAN IN THE 
COUNTRY, TO A NOBLEMAN AT COURT. 


LOYAIN, 

PRINTED IN THE YEAR MDCLXVIII. 
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My Lord, 

I have , in obedience to your Lordships Com- 
mands , set down in brief, the sad and deplorable 
State of the Irish Nation, and the apparent 
Injustice, and inequality used in the present 
Settlement of that Kingdom; which, in my 
opinion, (as I formerly told your Lordship) 
hath chiefly occasioned the heavy Judgments of 
God , which our English Nation hath sensibly 
felt these two years last past , and it is to be 
feared , our Sufferings are not yet at an end , if 
we do not take a speedy course to humble fur 
Selves, and appease the wrath of his Divine 
Majesty , who may punish us farther , with as 
much Justice, as we have (contrary to all 
Justice) hitherto oppressed the Irish. 
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It cannot be denied, but that the Roman 
Catholicks of Ireland have infinitely suffered, 
during the late usurped Governments ; but they 
have done it cheerfully , and perhaps not without 
some comfort ; having had all that time , as Com- 
panions in Suffering , not only some of the 
Nobility and Gentry of England and Scotland , 
but the King himself, and all the Royal Family ; 
Ferre quam Sortem patiuntur omnes Nemo 
recusat. But now , since his Majesties happy 
Restauration , and during the universal Jubilee 
of Joy over all the Brittish Monarchy, that the 
Irish alone should be forced to mourn , being 
condemned to a perpetual Sufferance , far sur- 
passing those they formerly endured under the 
Government of Cromwel ; is a Calamity rather 
to be deplored than exprest. And yet I find 
very few of our Nation any way touched with a 
compassion of the miseries sustained by those 
their Neighbours , and that the Irish are not 
only vigorously persecuted by their Constant 
enemies , but that they are wholly abandoned by 
their former Friends (I mean their fellow-suf- 
ferers for the same Cause) who do not now 
concern themselves in their Sufferings. This 
consideration alone , together with the zeal I 
hare always had for Justice , and the commisera- 
tion which Nature imprints in every man , are 
the motives (next to your Lordships commands) 
which induce me to undertake this subject. I 
shall therefore , by setting down matter of fact , 
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and by examining the title of the present posses- 
sors , as also of the ancient proprietours , dis- 
cover the wicked artifices hitherto practised , to 
deprive the Irish Nation , not only of the benefit 
of his Majesties Mercies , but also of his J ustice. 

Broghil and Coot having by several Emissaries 
sent into England , felt the pulse of the English 
Nation, and finding the people generally inclined 
to concur with the loyal and successful endea- 
vours of the Lord General Monk , in order to 
the Restauration of his Sacred Majesty, con- 
voqued a convention in Dublin , of persons newly 
interested in that Kingdom , to consult upon the 
best and safest course that might be taken to 
prevent the restoring of the Irish Cavaliers to 
those estates which the Conventionists and their 
partisans enjoyed by the Usurpers bounty , and 
which they had great reason to believe , would 
be immediately restored to the ancient proprie- 
tours upon his Majesties re-establishment. In 
order to this resolution , it was agreed upon , 
that all the Gentlemen of Ireland should be com- 
mitted to close prison , to render them incapable 
of contributing to his Majesties Restauration , in 
case his Majesty should choose to pursue his 
Royal Right by dint of Sword , rather than to 
condescend to such disadvantagious conditions , 
as the Conventionists did hope , and were Tully 
perswaded would be imposed upon him by the 
Parliament of England. It was also concluded , 
that a man of parts and Faction among the 
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Presbyterian party, should be employed into 
England , to prepossess the people there , with 
the dangers and inconveniencies which the re- 
storing of the Irish Natives to their ancient 
Estates, would infallibly bring upon the new 
English interest in that Kingdom. In pursuance 
to these resolutions , all the Prisons in Ireland 
were filled with the Nobility and Gentry of that 
Nation , whom no imbecillity of age, nor indis- 
position of body could excuse $ uor any offered 
security answer for: Sir John Clotforortby , a 
man famous for plundring Somerset House* 
murdering the Kings Subjects , and committing 
many other Treasons and horrid Crimes , was 
dispatched into England. This person , who was 
always accounted as violent against the Irish , as 
he was known to be seditious , and ill-affected to 
Monarchy ; no sooner arrived in London , than 
he filled the peoples ears with such dreadful 
stories of a new Insurrection in Ireland , (whereof 
counterfeited Letters were read on the Ex- 
change , and several copies dispersed over all the 
corners of the City) that his Majesty was scarce 
warm in his Fathers Throne , when both Houses 
of Parliament (grounding their belief on Clot- 
worthy’s assertion) presented unto him a Procla- 
mation , to be signed against the Irish Papists , 
who* were said to be actually in Rebellion , 
murdering his Majesties Protestant Subjects, 
violently intruding into other mens possessions , 
with many other Characters of Infamy, ren- 
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doring them odious to all Nations. This Pro- 
clamation was published in London , on the 
third day of June 1660. notwithstanding that it 
was very well known at that time, that there was 
not ah Irish man in arms in any part of Ireland. 

Clotworthy , encouraged with the good success 
of his first essay, and strengthned by a new 
landed recruit of Convention Agents (among 
whom Broghil himself made one) having ob- 
served that a general Act of Indemnity was 
ready to be passed to all his Majesties Subjects , 
and fearing that the Irish (if concluded therein) 
would be consequently restorable to their estates ; 

E resented a Proviso against them , to be inserted 
i that Act; but this Proviso seemed so uiv 
reasonable to both Houses (especially after that 
his Majesty had made a speech to them for com- 
prehending the Irish in Ms general and Gracious 
Pardon) that they were fully resolved to extend 
the Act of Oblivion to the Irish Papists , as well 
as to the rest of his Majesties Subjects. But the 
Conventionists , after some conference with the 
I>uke of Ormond ,* (to whom , as ’tis said ,) with 
what truth I know not (they offer’d that great 
Estate, and vast summs of money which are 
conferred upon him by the Acts of Settlement) 

• The Duke of Ormond hath added as much to his own 
ancient estate , by the new settlement of Ireland , as 
would have satisfied all the claims of the just Adven- 
turers. And Anglesey and Kingston little less. 

. See a small paper upon this subject at the end of this 
Tract. — Eo. 

F 3 
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wrought so upon his Grace , that in the House 
of Lords he made a speech against comprehend- 
ing the Irish Papists in the Act of Oblivion , 
saying , that the King had taken that matter into 
his own hands , notwithstanding that his Majesty 
had but few dayes before clearly declared himself 
for their being comprehended in his general 
Pardon ; so that it was carryed against them , 
to the great astonishment of all persons of honour 
and conscience , that were informed of the cor- 
rupt wayes whereby they were excluded. 

Neither, my Lord, was the exclusion of the 
Irish out of the Act of Oblivion , so satisfactory 
to the Convention Agents , if all other passages 
to his Majesties further graces and favours were 
not shut up against them : and in order there- 
unto , they prevailed with the first Minister of 
State (whom they had gained to their side , by 
what coloured Arguments he knows best himself) 
to recall the Commission of Lord Deputy , which 
was formerly given to the Lord Roberts , a per- 
son of known Honour and integrity ; the Con- 
ventionists having observed that his Lordship 
was not to be won , upon any account to forward 
their design. This grand obstacle being removed 
out of the way , Broghil , Anglesey , Clotworthy , 
and*Mervin , (with the assistance of Steel , Ro- 
berts, and Petit,) after three months labour, 
brought forth that monstrous issue of their brain , 
which was exposed to the world under the name 
& title of His Majesties most Gracious Declara- 
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tion for the Settlement of Ireland.” This was 
their Master-piece , and hath been ever since the 
ground work of all subsequent Acts which were 
established for the farther Settlement of that 
Nation. 

The first branch of the Declaration confirms 
the Adventurer in his Possession , the second se- 
cures the Souldier in his Debenture , the 
third satisfies the 49 men , the fourth assures 
unto the transplanted Irish the Land decreed 
unto them in the Province of Conaught , and 
County of Clare ; the fifth makes mention of 
those Irish Officers who served his Majesty in 
Flanders, as also the Generality of the Nation 
who pretend to Articles. My Lord , Is not this 
a blessed Declaration , which provides in so large 
a manner for so many different interests ; a De- 
claration that satisfies the Natives , and yet dis- 
possessed none of the Cromwellists. 

To understand it well , we must amount a lit- 
tle higher , and call to our remembrance how the 
Rump Parliament divided the spoils of the con- 
quered Nation , in the year 1653. Ten Coun- 
ties were allotted to the Adventurers, twelve 
conferred on Cromwell’s Souldiers , and three of 
the barren Counties given by way of Charity to 
the transplanted Irish ; these , by computation , 
make up 25 Counties , the remaining seven (for 
Ireland contains in all but 32 Counties) together 
with all the Cities and Corporations of that 
Kingdom , were reserved for the Commonwealth. 
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Now this Declaration confirms the Adventurers , 
Souldiers , and transplanted Irish in their pre- 
sent possessions , and moreover , it assignee to 
several .other uses , the seven remaining Coun- 
ties, and all the great Towns of Ireland, which 
were not disposed of by the Commonwealth 2 one 
of the Counties being designed to supply the de- 
ficiency of the Adventurers lots ; another, to 
satisfie the Incumbrances on the Lands already 
laid out to Adventurers and Souldiers ; the third 
to reprize such as were removed from the Lord 
Duke of Ormonde’s Estate , and the other four 
Counties , with all the Cities and Corporations 
of the whole Kingdom , (a pretty grant) being 
assigned to the Protestant Officers who served 
his Majesty in Ireland at any time before the 
year 1649. After this solemn division and dis- 

I tribution made of every house , and every Acre 
of Land , over all the Kingdom of Ireland , some 
500 Irish Gentlemen (who served his Majesty in 
FlandersJ are named in the Declaration , to be 
J forthwith restored to their ancient Estates ; but 
not , until Lands of equal value , worth and pur- 
chase , are first found out to reprize the Adven- 
turers , Souldiers , and the rest now in Posses- 
\ sion ; a work no more nor less feasible than the 
1 creating of jinother Ireland. 

My Lord , this Declaration was published on 
the 30 th of November 1660. and at the same 
time Broghil created Earl of Orery, and Sir 
Charles Coot made Earl of Montrath; were 
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joyaed in Commission with the Lord Chancel- 
lour Eustace , as his Majesties Lords J ustioes of 
that Kingdom ; Sir John Clotworthy (who was 
also created Lord Viscount Massereene) Sir 
Aodly Mery in , and some others of the Conven- 
tion-Agents , stayed at Court , to draw up pri- 
vate instructions for the better executing his 
Majesties Declaration : And because Innocents , 
viz. such as never offended his Majesty , or his 
Royal Father , were the only people to be restored 
without previous reprisals, the Conventionists 
made it their grand work so to qualifie an inno- 
cent , that it should be Morally impossible to find 
any such in rerum natura , virum innocentem 
qnii inveniet ? Eleven qualifications were or- 
dered for their tryal , and those so rigid and se- 
vere , that Clotworthy and his Companions (who 
had the wording of them) did verily believe 
there could not be a man found in all Ireland 
that should pass untoucht through so many pikes : 
for , not only the inoffensive persons , who never 
took arms , who never entered into the Confede- 
racy with the rest of their Countrymen , if they 
did blit pay them the least contribution out of 
their Estates , if they did but reside in the Irish 
quarters , although in their own houses , not only 
these , I say , were declared to be no Innocents , 
but such as lived all the Warr time in England , 
such as were with his Majesty at Oxford , and 
served in his Army , if they received any rent 
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from their Tenants in Ireland , were by virtue of 
one of the eleven qualifications , to be held for 
Nocents. 

But among all the other qualifications , that of 
taking an Engagement (which was administered 
unto all his Majesties Subjects in the three 
Kingdoms) was a very Notable one ; This En- 
gagement was forced upon the Irish in so high a 
nature , that those who would not take it , were 
debarred , not only from the benefit of the Law , 
but also exposed to an inevitable danger of death , 
the Souldiers of Cromwels Army being com- 
manded by Publick Proclamation, to kill any 
man they met on the high way , who carried not 
a certificate about him , of having taken that En- 
gagement ; commands , which were cruelly ex- 
ecuted on silly Pesants, who, out of Ignorance, 
or want of care , having left their Tickets at 
home , were barbarously murdered by the merci- 
less Souldiers : My Lord , it is very remarkable , 
that they who devised this Engagement, who 
heartily subscribed unto it , and forced others to 
take it , shall not be questioned or held criminal ; 
and that those who never saw it , before it was 
ministered unto them , who abhorred it in their 
hearts , and were forced to sign it , to avoid a 
bloudy and violent death , shall be declared no- 
cents , and an irrevocable sentence of losing their 
Estates given against them , and the Estates so 
forfeited , to be conferred on those very persons 
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•who compelled the Proprietors to that Forfeiture. 
By this qualification alone , a man may judge of 
the rest. 

To crown this grand work of Settling Ireland , 
the Conventionists (having worded the Declara- 
tion and instructions to their own advantage) 
prevailed with their great Patron , to have them- 
selves named the only Commissioners to put in 
execution his Majesties Declaration for the Set- 
tlement of Ireland. This unusual , and perhaps 
never before heard of course of J ustice , (one of 
the Parties being made Judge of the Case) ap- 
peared so ugly and terrible to the Irish , that 
many of them could hardly be perswaded to be- 
lieve , that his Sacred Majesty was restored to 
the peaceable and free possession of his Crown 
and Kingdoms, seeing the very same persons 
who tyrannized over them during Oliver’s Reign , 
were now , not only confirmed in their former 
charges , and advanced to places of greater trust ; 
5>ut also newly commissioned with an unlimited 
power, to give a final and decisive sentence of 
all the Titles and pretensions of the unfortunate 
Natives. This preposterous way of proceeding , 
having not only incensed the interested Irish , but 
also scandalized all the moderate men of Eng- 
land , another course was judged fit to be taken , 
less [shameful in appearance , but in effect the 
very same : The New Court of Claims was an- 
nulled , and the Lords J ustices were ordered to 
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call a Parliament , which met on the 8th day of 
May 1661. The Lower House of this Parlia- 
ment was all composed of Cromwellists , and but 
very few of the Irish Peers were admitted to sit 
in the House of Lords , under pretence of for- 
mer Indictments. This Parliament made the 
first Act of Settlement , which they entitled , an 
Act for explaining his Majesties Declaration for 
the Settlement of Ireland. This Act decides all 
the doubtful expressions of the declaration in fa- 
vour of the Cromwellists , & to the disadvantage 
of the Natives , it allows only a Twelve months 
time for the tryal of Innocents ; but those Irish 
Gentlemen who served his Majesty abroad , to- 
gether with the generality of the Nation pre- 
tending to Articles , (half a score persons only 
exeepted, who were particularly provided for) 
are for ever debarred by this Act , to recover 
their estates without previous reprizals , which is 
a thing not to be had in nature. 

My Lord , I cannot omit minding your Lord-* 
ship of a remarkable expression in the Preface 
of this Act, “that the Irish Rebels were conquered 
by his Majesties Protestant Subjects , in his Ma- 
jesties absence.” These Irish Rebels when they 
were conquered , fought under the command of 
| the' Lord Duke of Ormond, his Majesties Lord 
' Lieutenant of Ireland , and afterwards under the 
V command of the Lord Marquess of Clanricard , 

1 his Majesties Lord Deputy for that Kingdom ; 
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and those Protestant Subjects who conquered 
them , were called , Cromwell , Ireton , Jones ,( 
Reynolds , Broghil, Coot , Venables , Hewson , * 
Axtel , &c. who vigorously pursued the Irish 
Rebels, for no other Reason , but that they con* 
stantly denyed the authority of the pretended 
Commonwealth , and unalterably adhered to the 
interest of Charles Stewart , (for so his Majes- 
ties now Protestant Subjects were wont, in that 
time of Conquest, to call our Gracious Sove- 
reign) hut now a dayes they sing another note , 
and speak quite another language ; having esta* 
blished for a fundamental Daw , “ that the Irish 
Rebels were conquered by his Majesties Protes- 
tant Subjects in his Majesties absence.” This 
being passed , and the Royal assent given to it , 
Sir Richard Raiosford , and the rest of the Com- 
missioners appointed by his Majesty to decide the 
claims of the Irish, in pursuance of this Act, 

landed in Dublin, about the of ...... 1662 * 

and having some time to study the Act , they 
plainly understood , that none of the unfortunate 
Natives could be restored to their estates , but the 
ten persons who had particular Proviso’s inserted 
therein , and such others as would prove their 
innocence in open Court. The Commissioners 
began their first Session on the day of Fe- 

bruary and the Court continued until the ^..... of 
August following. During this time , the claimed 
of near upon a thousand Irish were heard, 
whereof the one half was declared Innocents , 
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notwithstanding all the rigid qualifications against 
them.* The time limited for adjudging innocents 
being expired , Sir Richard Rainsford (a most 
jnst and upright man) would proceed no far- 
ther, expecting an enlargement of time to hear 
out the rest, who were 7000 in number, and 
who had as much Reason to pretend a title to their 
estates , (until they were heard , and condemned) 
as those who were already judged ; for every man 
is to be held innocent until he be convicted, and 
specially those who durst venture upon so severe 
a tryal ; for, that part of the Nation (which was 
involved in the War) did not pretend to inno- 
cence , but claimed the benefit of Articles. But 
this enlargement of time being flatly denied by 
the first Minister of State , the Court of Claims 
was at an end , the interessed party made J udges 
by Clarendon , and indifferent men not admitted , 
and the Parliament prepared an Additional Bill 
of Settlement ,f which came into England in the 
Month of May 1664. 

By this additional Act it is decreed , that no 
benefit of innocency , or Articles , shall be al- 
lowed from henceforth , to any of the Irish Na- 
tives. The words of the text, pag . 8. L 22. 

• In the Province of Vlster, but 3 of the Natives re- 
stored , viz. My Lord of AntrinfVSir Henry Oneil , and 
one more of an Inconsiderable Estate. In the Province 
of Conaught , but 4 , viz . the Earl of Clanricard , Lord 
of Mayo , Coll. Iohn Kelly , and Coll. Moor. 

t Which the Natives call the Black Bill. 

Digitized by Google 



8ALE OF IRELAND. 


91 


are these : “ And it is hereby declared , that 
no person or persons, who by the qualifica- 
tions in the said former Act, hath not been ad- 
judged innocent , shall at any time hereafter be 
reputed innocent , so as to claim any lands or 
tenements hereby vested ; or be admitted to have 
any benefit or allowance of any future adjudica- 
tions of innocence, or any benefit of Articles 
whatsoever.” 

To salve this grand breach of Public Faith , 
the Law of God , and Nations , and to give some 
colour of Justice , to an action which is evidently 
repugnant to Magna Charta, and the Funda- 
mental Laws of England , (to condemn so many 
thousands before they are heard) it is ordered by 
the same Act , that some fifty four persons of 
the Nobility and Gentry of Ireland, (who likely 
deserved his Majesties particular favour, and 
whose Names are specified in the Act) shall be 
restored unto their several and respective princi- 
pal Seats , and unto 2000 acres of Land there- 
unto adjoyning ; provided alwayes , that the Ad- 
venturers , Souldiers , and 49 men who : are to be 
removed , shall be first satisfied , by some other 
forfeited Lands, in equal value, worth, and 
purchase ; The transplanted Irish are purposely 
left by this Act upon very doubtful termes , that 
in case of necessity (if the stock of reprizals 
should fall short) their present possessions might 
serve to reprize the Adventurers, Souldiers, 49 
men , and Grantees already removed by the re- 
stored innocents, and the ten Proviso-men in 


Digitized by Google 



92 


THE SETTLEMENT AND 


the former Act, or to be removed by’ the 
nominees , and some three or four persons more 
particularly provided for in this additional Act. 
The 49 men are expressly forbidden by this 
Act, to set or let by way of Lease, or 
otherwise, any part of their Lots within the 
walled Towns and Corporations , or at a certain 
distance thereunto , to any Irish Papists , under 
the penalty of loosing what is let , and forfeiting 
as much more. There is a general Clause in the 
Act , that all Clauses and Provisos therein con- 
tained , which admit any doubtful expression , 
shall be alwayes construed to the advantage and 
favour of the English Protestants, and several 
other Provisions are made , all tending to the 
designed extirpation of the Natives. 

This destructive Act, after many long con- 
sultations, wherein the first Minister of State 
did alwayes employ the utmost of his uncontrouled 
power , to countenance the Cromwellian party , 
and the Kings Sollicitor General (who had the 
penning of the Act , made use of his Ehetorick 
and Knowledge in the Law, to plead in their be- 
half, the favour of the one being easily gained , 
at the rate of several vast summs of ready mony , 
and the promise of an estate of 6000 L a year 
for his son ; and the pains of the other, being 
modestly rewarded by a small fee of 8000 L sterL) 
this Act , I say , so well supported , was Signed 
and Sealed at Salisbury on the 25th of July 
1665. (notwithstanding all the opposition given 
thereunto) and this in a time when the hand of 
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God visibly appealed in the great Mortality , 
which then began to increase in the City of Lon- 
don ; and when I heard many moderate men say, 
“ ^e are justly punished by God , for the injus- 
tice done to the Irish.” It is now more than two 
years since the Act went over into Ireland , and 
the 54 Nominees who were to he restored (as 
they verily believed) to their chief* houses, and 
2000 acres of land , have not yet got , the pos- 
session of a cottage, or of one acre of ground; 
which agrees very well with Qror/s rallery lately 
expressed ; “ That it was intended by the Act, 
that they should he only Nominees , nomine re- 
storable, but not to, for that was never intended 
and yet the same Orory . assured the King , that 
there was a sufficient stock of reprisals to satisfie 
all interests* •, 

My Lord, this is the true state, in brief, of 
the Irish Case , as to matter of Fact, since the 
first day of his Majesties most happy Restanra- 
tipn , to this instant. Let us now examin matter 
of Right , and see what title the several interests 
obstructing the re-establishment of the. Irish can 
justly pretend , to the estates of the distressed 
Natives. These different interests can be rer 
duced to four principal ones; the first is that of 
the Adventurers , the second of the Souldiers , 
the third of the 49 men, and the fourth of the 
Grantees ; we will begin with the Adventurers, 

These are certain Inhabitants of London who 
in the year 1641, pretended to venture their mo- 
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nies to reduce the Rebels in Ireland, (but in- 
tended , as afterwards appeared , to destroy the 
King) upon the assurance of getting such a quan- 
tity of the Rebels Lands, in proportion to the 
summs they laid out , and in pursuance of an Act 
of our English Parliament, which then passed 
to that effect. By which Act, it is ordered, 
that the money so laid out , should be employed 
for the service of Ireland ; and that, (after the 
Rebels were declared by both Houses to be wholly 
conquered) a commission should issue forth under 
the Great Seal of England , to make a strict in- 
quiry through all the Counties of Ireland, of 
Estates forfeited by the Rebellion , to be disposed 
of for the satisfaction of the Adventurers. Nei- 
ther of these conditions were hitherto observed ; 
for the mony laid out , was all , (or at least , for 
the greatest part) employed to buy arms and am- 
munition to fight against his Majesty in England. 
The Rebels were never yet declared by both 
Houses of Parliament to have been conquered , 
nor any Commission issued forth under the Great 
Seal of England , to enquire after Forfeitures : 
It is true , that the remaining Members of the 
House of Commons , made an Ordinance in the 
year 1652. (without the concurrence of the House 
of Lords) that the Rebels were wholly conquered ; 
and consequently assigned ten Counties to the 
Adventurers, without issuing forth any Commis- 
sion under the Great Seal of England , to examin 
whether the lands therein contained were for- 
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feited or no. Of these ten Counties, the Ad- 
venturers of the doubling Ordinance (who were 
to have for their respective summs laid out , dou- 
ble the quantity of land assigned to the first Ad- 
venturers) have got a large proportion , because 
their mony was given to the Long Parliament in 
the year 1644. when they were in actual Rebel- 
lion against his Majesty. 

The late King understood very well the nullity 
of this Act having never made mention of the 
Adventures interest in all the Treaties of Peace 
which passed between his Majesty and the con- 
federats in Ireland ; which certainly , so just a 
Prince as Charles the first was known to be, 
would never have done , if he had conceived him- 
self any way obliged by that Act to provide for 
them. But supposing that the Act of decimo 
septimo Caroli in the behalf of the London Ad- 
venturers , had not been defective ; can those of 
the doubling Ordinance expect any benefit by 
that Law ? Can the first Adventurers , whose 
moneys were disposed to other uses than the re- 
lief of the Protestants in Ireland , pretend any 
advantage by that Act ? nay, can those few per- 
sons of the first rank (whom we call the just 
Adventurers, and whose moneys were really 
employed in the Irish War) lawfully enjoy the 
Irish Land , until the Rebels be declared by the 
two Houses of Parliament to be wholly con- 
quered; until a Commission issues forth under 
the Great Seal of England to examine who are 


Digitized by Google 



96 


THE SETTLEMENT AND 


Rebels, and who are Innocents ; and until , after 
performing those essential formalities required 
by the Act , they receive by a just and legal way 
of proceeding , their respective proportions of the 
forfeited Estates ? 

The first Minister of State (a Lawyer by his 
first profession) cannot be ignorant of these veri- 
ties ; specially when he perswades his Royal 
Master to speak after this manner , in his Decla- 
ration for the Settlement of Ireland , pag. 7 : 
M Therefore in the first place, in order to a 
settlement of that interest claimed by the Ad- 
venturers, although the present Estates and 
Possessions they enjoy , if they were examined 
by the strict letter of the Law, would prove 
very defective and invalid , as being no wayes 
pursuant to those Acts of Parliament upon which 
they pretend to be founded, but rather seem to 
be a structure upon their subsequent assent , both 
to different mediums and ends , than the obser- 
vance of those ; yet we being al wayes more ready 
to consult,” &c. Can any thing be spoken more 
plain to prove the nullity of the Adventurers 
Title by the Act of 17. Car. ? and could the su- 
pream Judge of the Court of Equity give a more 
unjust sentence, than to say, Although this 
party can pretend no right to the Estate in ques- 
tion , yet I am pleased to adjudge it for him ? 
The matter in dispute is no less than the land of 
ten Counties , the parties pretending are the Irish 
Proprietors, and the London Adventurers : the 
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first enjoyed it for so manyages , they have their 
Patents and Evidences to show for it , and they 
lost it at length upon the account of Loyalty , fight- 
ing for the Kings Interest against the murderers 
of his Royal Father: the last (as ’tis acknowledged 
by the words of the Text) have no other title but 
what they derive from the Ordinance of an 
usurped Government , for having disbursed vast 
sums of money to countenance Rebellion , to pull 
down Monarchy , and put up a pretended Com- 
monwealth. And yet the Land is adjudged for 
them , and confirmed to them and their heirs for 
ever. 

The second main interest obstructing the re- 
storation of the Irish, is that of CromweFs Soul- 
diera, who are not mentioned in the Act of 17 
Carol! ; neither indeed do they pretend any other 
Title to their Estates , but that of the Sword , 
which they have alwayes employed against the 
last King , and his present Majesty , enjoying as 
a Salary for their service , all the Irish Estates 
in twelve Counties. I do not think any man 
will be so impudent as to justifie this prodigious 
Title ; I [am sure their greatest Patrons never 
durst say they were just, but they said very 
often , it was convenient to confirm them in pos- 
session of other mens Land. And perhaps we 
shall not find many other States-men (among the 
followers of the Gospel) who will allow of a con- 
veniency so apparent against Justice.: ruat Cb- 
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lum Sf fiat justitia , is a motto which better 
becomes a Lord Chancellour , then , let us not do 
what is just , but what is convenient. 

It is indeed a most wonderful conveniency to 
dispossess the ancient Proprietour who fought 
for the King , and give his Estate to a Fanatique 
Souldier who fought for Cromwell. 

To support this pretended Conveniency , the 
first Minister of State made use of a strong Ar- 
gument, derived from the great power of the 
Cromwellists in Ireland ; and thus he makes it 
out : 

The English Army is very considerable .now 
in Ireland , they have Swords in their hands , 
and they are in possession of all the great 
Towns , and strong holds in that Kingdom , it is 
not therefore safe to irritat them ; Nay, there is 
an absolute Necessity (as the case stands) to con- 
firm them in their present possessions ; for we 
must not do what is just , but what is convenient. 
These words were often delivered in Counsel , 
as so many Oracles , and perhaps the great 
Statesman did not seriously reflect , whether the 
same argument might not serve as well to con- 
firm all the Cromwellists in England , in their 
unlawful acquisitions of the Crown and Church- 
Lands , and so many Cavaliers Estates , whereof 
they were dispossessed upon his Majesties Restau- 
ration , without any great noise , and less danger ; 
and yet they were then very considerable : they 
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tad Swords in their hands , and they were in pos- 
session of all the strong holds of the Kingdom, &c. 

My Lord , I have been all over the Kingdom 
of Ireland , and assure your Lordship , that the 
old Inhabitants and Natives of Ireland, are ten 
for one , and far the more considerable party ; 
but large summs have made that corrupt Minister 
say any thing that seemed advantagious to sup- 
port that other Interest : I am confident , my 
Lord, admitting them as considerable as he 
would have them , it cannot be half so formida- 
ble , as the power of that party was in England 
when the King came in. These were all dis- 
banded in less than 6 months time , and now ’tis 
more than seven years, that a Fanatique Army 
is maintained in Ireland without any necessity , 
which , occasions that his Majesty receives no 
Revenue out of that vast and fertil Kingdom ; 
Nay , he is obliged to send yearly a considerable 
sum of mony out of England , for the mainte- 
nance of that Army: for my part I cannot un- 
derstand how the King might safely reduce the 
English Army , and that it should be dangerous 
for him to disband the Irish Forces , who were 
not half so numerous , nor so much to be feared 
as those in England. If the want of money 
hindred their disbanding at once with their bre- 
thren in England and Scotland ; might not they 
be reduced by degrees , and by Regiments , in 
eight years time ? I think it is sufficiently evi- 
denced that the Cromwellian Party in Ireland 
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hath no more power than what his Majesty 
hitherto is pleased to grant them , by the advice 
of his first Minister , who upholds that Fanatique 
Army for his own sordid , if not wicked ends. 
Let that Favourite that perswades his Master to 
tolerate Injustice and Oppression , upon the 
account of a Servile Fear , have a care that he 
be not one day convinced either of malice or ig- 
norance. Rex est qui posuit metus , fy dir a mala 
pectoris , quern non ambitio popularis , 8f nun - 
quam stabilis favor Vulgi prcecipitis movet . 

The third grand interest , and the most de- 
structive to the Natives , is that of the Protestant 
Officers , who served Ms Majesty (or the Parlia- 
ment) in Ireland , before the year 1649. whose 
arrears have been cast up , and stated , to the 
vast sum of eighteen hundred thousand pounds 
sterl. in satisfaction whereof, the best 1 part of a 
whole Kingdom (which certainly is worth many 
millions) is conferred upon them. They are en- 
titled to all the Natives estates in four great 
Counties, to all the Cities, Corporations, and 
walled Towns of Ireland , to all the Land situated 
within a mile to the Sea , and to the River of 
Shanon in the Province of Conaught , and County 
of Clare , to all the Debts , Leases , Mortgages , 
and Reversions of the Irish ; for not only the 
real estates , but also all other pretensions and 
titles of the unhappy Natives are forfeited : and 
lest all this should come short to content this in- 
satiable Party, the last Act allows them one 
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hundred thousand pounds out of the two half 
years rent from Adventurers , Souldiers , and 
restored Irish. Though the Roman Catholick 
Officers have alwayes faithfully adhered to the 
Kings Interest , and never deserted his service 
(as all, or most of these Protestant Officers in 
Ireland have done , when the Usurper prevailed) 
yet their being Papists disables them from any 
satisfaction for their service , which was a qua- 
lification not imposed on the Catholicks in Eng- 
land, &c. But since the Cessation of Arms 
concluded in the year 1643, there was no more 
fighting between his Majesties Protestants, and 
Roman Catholick Subjects , which makes a great 
difference between their Loyalty in point of merit, 
and that of our Cavaliers in England , who , out 
of a generous resolution , without any necessity , 
or consideration of private interest , did freely 
embrace his Majesties quarrel, siding alwaies 
with the best , although weakest party , which 
they maintained , for the space of six years , at 
their own charges, with the loss of so many 
thousand brave lives , who were all sacrificed as 
unspotted Yictimes on the altar of Loyalty. How 
comes it then to pass , that a handful of Irish 
Protestants should be allowed 1,800,000/. for 
two years service , and that our English Royal- 
lists , who are a hundred times more numerous , 
continued thrice longer in serving the King , and 
whose pure Loyalty was never tainted with the 
mixture of any treachery , or private interest , 
g 3 
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should get amongst them all , without distinction 
of Nation or Religion , but 70,000/. to be dis- 
tributed among the needy Cavaliers , (who had 
neither Estates of their own , nor any Publick 
charges or employments) to keep them from 
starving ? Upon what account should the Offi- 
cers of four or five Garrisons in Ireland, that 
plundered ten times more than their pay came 
to , enjoy four large Counties , and all the great 
Towns and Corporations of a Kingdom , whilst 
the whole body of the Royalists in England are 
so much slighted, that there is not one Parish in 
the Country , nor one street in any City , con- 
ferred upon them ? ^11 not the Irish 49 men 

allow us , that Prince Rupert , the Duke of 
Newcastle, Montross, Bristol , Barkley, Mid- 
dleton, Rochester, Gerard, and several other 
Noblemen of England and Scotland , deserve to 
have their arrears stated and satisfied , as well 
as the Grandees of Ireland ? Is there any con- 
veniency , (for I am sure there can be no J ustice) 
to provide for the one and not for the other ? It 
cannot be said that his Majesty is obliged by the 
Act of 17. Car. by his Declaration from Breda, 
or any other Covenant to recompence in so large 
a manner , the mercenary service of his Protes- 
tant Officers in Ireland , without any regard to 
be had for the innumerable Sufferings , and pre- 
sent want of so many Indigent Cavaliers in Eng- 
land , who have not bread to eat , nor a house to 
lye in , and scarce a rag to cover their Nakedness. 
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To give some colour to this apparent partiality , 
the first Minister of State is forced to betake 
himself to his last refuge , telling , as for a final 
reason, That the Protestant English interest 
cannot be maintained in Ireland , without extir- 
pating the Natives. And therefore, that the 
Cotmties and Corporations undisposed of by the 
Commonwealth, must not be restored to the 
Natives upon any account. The preservation of 
this Interest is now become ultima ratio , and 
the non plus ultra to all political debates ; and 
seeing the Learned Gownman will needs esta- 
blish it for a first principle , not to be denied , it 
is not amiss to consider more attentively this 
Idol , that occasions so much impiety. As for 
the Protestant Interest , I must confess , his Ma- 
jesty is bound to maintain it in all his Kingdoms 
and Dominions , as far forth as the Glory of God 
quires , and the Law of Nations , and the several 
constitutions of particular places will admit. 
Certainly, no man (though never so zealous) 
will say, that his Majesty was obliged, when 
he held the Town of Dunkirk in Flanders , to 
extirpate the ancient Inhabitants , and place new 
English Colonies in their Room , for the preser- 
vation of a Protestant Interest. True Religion 
was ever yet planted by preaching and good ex- 
ample , not by violence and oppression : an unjust 
intrusion into the neighbours estate , is not the 
right way to convert the ancient proprietours , 
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who will hardly be induced to embrace a Reli- 
gion , whose Professours have done them so much 
injustice: and as to the present Settlement of 
Ireland , it is apparent to the world , that the 
confiscation of Estates , and not the conversion of 
Souls , is the only thing aimed at. If by the 
English Interest we understand the present Pos- 
session of the London Adventurers, and of 
Cromwels Souldiers , there is no doubt it is in- 
consistent with the restoration of the Irish ; 
neither can the new English Title to Land be 
well maintained , without destroying the old 
Title of the Natives ^even as the interest of the 
late Commonwealth was incompatible with Mo- 
narchic , and Cromwels Protectorship was incon- 
sistent with the Kings Government B ut , if by the 
English Interest we understand (as we ought to 
do) the interest of the Crown and Cavaliers 6f 
England , I see no reason why it might not be pre- 
served in Ireland for 500 years to come) as well 
as it was preserved there for 500 years past, with- 
out extirpating the Natives. Why could not the 
English Interest be maintained in Ireland , with- 
out extirpatio n ; as well as the Spanish interest 
is preservedin Naples and Flanders ; the French 
interest in Rossilignion and Alsace ; the Sweedish 
interest in Breme and Pomerland ; the Danish 
j interest in Norway ; the Austrian interest in 
j Hungary ; the Venetian interest in Dalmatia ; 
and the Ottoman interest over all Greece ; and 
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so many other Christian Provinces, w ithout jlis- 1 
possessing the ancient In habitants of their Pa- 
. t rimonies and Birth-righ t? "’^FortsT Cittadels , 
Armies, arid Garrisons, Punishment and re- 
ward , were hitherto held the only lawful means 
for Christian Princes to maintain their Authority, 
and secure their Interest: such an extirpation 
was never yet practised by any Ponce that fol- , 
lowed the law of the Gospel. 

But, supposing that the preservation of an Eng- 
lish interest were so sacred a thing, that it may be 
held lawful in that regard to extirpate the old in- 
habitants of Ireland , who have received from the 
hand of God that portion of Earth for their inhe- 
ritance , upon what colour of Title can our rigid 
Statesman design the extirpation of so many Fa- 
milies in Ireland , of the English race and extrac- 
tion’, lineally descended from the best Families in 
England , and those ancient English Colonies who 
first brought over that interest into Ireland , and 
maintained it there for so many ages? If this 
Ca nnibal English interest , gives no better quar- 
tertcrthe children of English in Ireland, what can 
strangers expect ? Nay , what assurance can be 
had for the posterity of those very Adventurers 
and Souldiers, that after an age or two they shall 
not be likewise devoured, or displaced to make 
room for a new swarm of English Planters, upon 
the account of securing a new English interest : 
and those new Colonies also within an age after, 
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shall be extirpated upon the same score ; for, 
the children of those who were planted in 
Ireland, about the beginning of King James 
his Reign , are now destroyed , for the better 
security of an English interest, as well as the 
posterity of the first English, who invaded 
that Country in the dayes of King Henry the 
second; so that to the Worlds end, if we fol- 
low this Rule , we shall never be able to se- 
cure the English interest in the Kingdom of 
Ireland. 

The Grantees are the fourth and last in order, 
that obstruct the restoration of the Irish Natives : 
Their Title is soon examined , being only founded 
on the Kings free Grant ; for it cannot be said 
that his Majesty was bound by any former obli- 
gation , or pretended conveniency , to conferr on 
his Courtiers and Favourites the Land of other 
people. Can there be any conveniency (not to 
speak of Justice) that the Kings only Brother, 
and heir apparent to three Crowns , should enjoy 
so many thousands a year in Ireland , of poor 
Gentlemens estates , whereof some had the ho- 
nour to serve under his command in foreign 
Countries ? And is it fit to expose his Royal 
Highness and his Princely posterity to the many 
inconveniences, and heavy Judgments which 
commonly follow illegal and unjust acquisitions? 
It is a remarkable passage, that Miles Corbet 
and other Regicides who went over into Ireland , 
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got a large proportion of Irish land , for no other 
service, but the execrable Sentence of Death 
which they gave against our late Sovereign , and 
that the Duke of York should now enjoy all that 
Land , by no other Title but that of the Regi- 
cides. The Land was given them by a Tyrant , 
for murthering the King , let the world judge of 
the goodness of their Title ; certainly whosoever 
comes to inherit them , can have no better. I 
shall make no mention here of so many Courtiers 
of a lesser sphere , who have got vast estates in 
Ireland , by his Majesties free gift , and whom 
the first Ministers of State have purposely in- 
teressed in that Kingdom , to engage them against 
the Natives ; whereby the restoration of the Irish 
is rendred impossible , and the satisfaction of 
Adventurers and Souldiers already dispossed by 
the decrees of the last Court of Claims , is much 
obstructed , so many fresh grants exhausting the 
stock of reprisals. 

My Lord , I have hitherto set down in brief 
the hard usage extended to the Irish since his 
Majesties re-establishment, and examined the 
Title of the several interests obstructing their 
^restoration. Now it remains to say somewhat of 
the undoubted right , and indisputable claim of 
the Natives , to those Estates which by Crom- 
wels Decree , and his Majesties confirmation > 
are kept from them. 

I will not take upon me to justifie their first 
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rising , (although I have seen a Treatise in Latin 
proving the lawfulness , or rather the necessity , 
of that war on their side , having begun it in 
their own defence , to prevent the general ruin 
and destruction designed against the Kingdom 
and themselves , by the Presbyterian party both 
in England and Scotland) I shall not excuse any 
Subjects presuming to take Arms , upon any ac- 
count or pretence whatsoever , without the Au- 
thority of their Prince ; I will only say , that by 
their Insurrection (how bloudy and barbarous 
soever some are pleased to print and paint it) 
four hundred English could not be found mur- 
dered in Ireland , as appeareth by the Proceed- 
ings (and Records yet extant in Dublin) of the 
usurped Power’s severe enquiry , and their Court 
of Justice , that for want of men did hang wo- 
men, not only without legal proof, but without 
any probability that they could or would be guilty 
of killing Souldiers , or innocent English. The 
Irish insurrection , I say, hath not been accom- 
panied with that insolence and malice in the be- 
ginning , nor with those sad and dismal effects in 
the end, which other Rebellions have been guilty 
of, and some Pamphlets have charged the Irish 
with. They were scarce 22 months in Arms , 
when they yielded to a cessation , upon the first 
notice given of his Majesties pleasure , although 
they had then the upper hand of their Enemies ; 
and it was known the Protestant party could not 
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be well preserved without it. This cessation 
was enlarged from time to time, until a final 
peace was solemnly concluded in the City of Kil- 
keny , in the year of our Lord 1648. by, and 
between the Lord Duke of Ormond , his Majes- 
ties Commissioner > in behalf of his Majesty ; and 
the General Assembly of the Confederate Ca- 
tholicks of Ireland , in behalf of the said Con- 
federate Catholicks. This peace was no sooner 
published , than all the Garrisons , Forts , Cita- 
dels , Strong holds , and Magazins of the Irish , 
were put under the Command of the Kings Lieu- 
tenant; all the Nobility, Gentry, and Magis- 
trates , both in Cities and Country submitted to 
bis Government. And though the English Re- 
bels have been ever since very successful in all 
their attempts, yet the Irish, notwithstanding 
they were offered any conditions by the Usurper, 
held out , with an undaunted Courage , until the 
last Town , and the last Fortress was lost , and 
until they Veceived express Orders from his Ma- 
jesty to yield to the times , and to make the best 
conditions they could for their own preservation. 
It is remarkable , that this peace was concluded 
in a time , when the Irish Nation was in a most 
flourishing condition , having Armies in the 
field , and most of the Cities and great Towns 
in their possessions , and more than three parts 
pf the Kingdom under, their command, when 
they were courted by the Parliament of Eng- 
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land , and solicited by some neighbouring Po- 
tentates , and when by espousing Jiis Majesties 
quarrel , (who was then destitute of all humane 
support) they were to draw on their Country all 
the united Force and Power of the Victorious Re- 
bels in England and Scotland , and consequently 
expose themselves and their Posterity to the dan- 
ger of an unevitable ruine and destruction. 

I know their Adversaries have practised all 
the artifice that Malice could invent , to perswade 
the world , that his Majesty is no way obliged to 
make good that peace which was concluded by 
the Authority of his Royal Father , and solemnly 
confirmed by himself. Those Articles , they say , 
were forced from his Majesty by the Irish Con- 
federates , who ought to loose the benefit of all 
his Majesties gracious concessions, having ba- 
nished the Lord Duke of Ormond , his Majes- 
ties Lieutenant , out of Ireland. It is easily 
proved , that the King was forced to take the 
Solemn League and Covenant , when he was en- 
vironed by the Presbyterian Army in Scotland : 
but I do not understand how it can be made out , 
that the Confederates of Ireland were able to 



extort that peace from his Majesty, who was 
then in France. It will seem very ridiculous to 
say , that the I^ord Marquess of Antrim , and the 
Lord Muskry (employed by the Confederate Ca- 
tholicks , to solicit , in a most humble manner , 
for those articles which only contain a pardon for 
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the past , and the liberty of free-born Subjects 
for the future) should come to Paris with a train 
sufficient to force a Sovereign Prince , lodged in 
the Louvre , who was Cousin German to his most 
Christian Majesty. The other Assertion, that 
the Lord Duke of Ormond was banished out of 
Ireland by the Confederates , is very false 5 His 
Lordship being driven out of the Provinces of 
Limster and Munster, by the power of Crom- 
well Army, and forced to retire to the Province 
of Connaught, from whence he took shipping 
for France , to inform the Queens Majesty of the 
sad condition of that Kingdom , and to implore 
some succour from abroad , which (if timely ob- 
tained) might probably give a stop to Cromwels 
conquest, and render him unable to bring his 
victorious forces out of Ireland, and defeat his 
Majesty at Worcester , His Lordship having ap- 
pointed the Lord Marquess of Clanricard to 
Command in his absence, as the Kings Deputy, 
(to whom the Nation shewed all due obedience 
and Submission) is a manifest argument that his 
Lordship was not banished out of the Kingdom 
by the Confederate Catholicks; for whom he 
named , a Commander in his own absence : nei- 
ther can it reflect upon the generality of the Na- 
tion , what was decreed by some Prelats convened 
m Jamestown , whose unseasonable zeal was soon 
after condemned, and protested against by a gene- 
ral assembly held in Loghreagh, of the Clergy, 
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Nobility, and Gentry of the whole Kingdom; 
and the advantagious proposals then made by 
CromweTs Agents , were generously rejected by 
that Assembly , the Nation having unanimously 
resolved to rise or fall with the Kings interest* 
But what need we any other evidence to prove 
that the Irish did not generally violate the arti- 
cles of that peaoe , then his Majesties own words , 
in the Preamble of his Declaration for the Set- 
tlement of Ireland. “ And therefore we could 
not but hold our self obliged to perform what we 
owe by that peace to those who had honestly and 
faithfully performed what they had promised to 
us,” &c. 

The Irish being at last over powered at home , 
though they lost their country , they did not fail 
in their Loyalty , most of their young Nobility 
and Gentry having followed his Majesty into fo- 
reign Countries , and resorted from all parts to 
side with those Princes who favoured his interest ; 
when the King was in France , they quitted the 
Spanish service , and when he came to Flanders , 
they abandoned the French service, and docked 
in great numbers about bis Royal Person , having 
made up in short time, a handsome body of an 
Army , which rendred his Majesty considerable 
to his Friends abroad , and dreadful to his Ene- 
mies at home. These are verities that none dares 
impugn , seeing the King himself is most gra- 
ciously pleased to own them in his Declaration*' 
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<( And in the first place , we did, and must alwaies 
remember the great affection a considerable part 
of that Nation expressed to us during the time of 
our being beyond the seas , when with all cheer- 
fulness and obedience they received and submit- 
ted to our Orders , and betook themselves to that 
service which we directed , as most convenient 
f and behooveful at that time to us , though attended 
with inconveniency enough to themselves : which 
demeanour of theirs , cannot but be thought very 
’. worthy of our Protection, Justice, and Favour.” 
My Lord, Is it not a sad case that the Irish 
Nation who sacrificed their lives , their estates 
and fortunes , and all the interest they had in 
their Country for the Kings service , who fol- 
lowed his Majesty abroad , and stuck to him in 
his banishment , when he was abandoned almost 
by all the rest of his Subjects in the three King- 
domes , should now be in a far worse condition , 
than they were reduced unto , during the Usurp- 
er’s Reign ? For then their estates were kept 
fro*i them by violence, and the unresistabte 
power of Cromwel’s Army , but now they seem 
to be legally adjudged against them by two Acts 
of Parliament. They were then in hopes that 
God would one day re-establish his Sacred Ma- 
jesty in a peaceable and entire possession of his 
Crown and Kingdoms , and consequently restore 
to them their ancient Patrimonies , which they 
lost upon the account of his interest : but now . 
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they behold his Majesty seated in the glorious 
Throne of his Ancestors, and themselves out of 
all hope of ever enjoying their estates , which are 
conferred on their (and his Majesties) enemies , 
by a final sentence pronounced against them ; 
and (which surpasseth all the misery that can be 
imagined) they are eternally condemned by a 
Messias, in whom they hoped for redemption, 
and for whose sake they sacrificed their lives , 
lost their fortunes , quitted their Country , and 
forsook all that was dear to them in this World ; 
and this done by the corruption and covetousness 
of two or three persons , whereof one was the 
first Minister. 

The extraordinary merit of this Nation in his 
Majesties service , was fresh in his Majesties me- 
mory when he spake after this manner to the 
House of Peers , on the 27 July 1660. touching 
the Act of Indempnity 2 “I hope , I need say no- 
thing of Ireland , and that they alone shall not 
be without the benefit of my Mercy : they have 
shewed much affection to me abroad , and jrou 
will have a care of my honour , and what I have 
promised to them.” 

My Lord, To pass by Honour and Gratitude , 
(which some States- men little value) how shall 
we excuse the Injustice of these proceedings ? 
Suppose the peace concluded in the year 1648. 
was invalid , and that his Majesty received no 
service abroad from any of the Irish Nation , can 
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he in J ustice condemn 7000 Innocents, (before 
they are heard) inoffensive persons , who never 
offended his Royal Father, nor himself ; let us 
suppose farther , that an innocent person could 
not be found in all Ireland , that every individual 
of that Nation were an obstinate Rebel from the 
beginning , and that none of them ever deserved 
the least favour from his Majesty in point of Con- 
science, Honour, or Gratitude , can our prime 
Minister and his adherents say, that so many 
thousand Widows and Orphans (though never so 
criminal) are not fit objects of his Majesties 
Compassion and Clemency ? 

That Kings are the Anointed of the Lord , and 
liis Lieutenants on Earth , is an infallible truth 
received among Christians ; and as they derive 
their power immediately from God, so they 
ought to imitate him in their actions. But of all 
the Divine Attributes , his Mercy , as it is above 
all the rest of his Works, Misericordia ejus 
supra, omnia opera ejus , so is it that alone which 
Princes are most concerned to follow. It is by 
this heavenly Virtue , that good Kings have been 
alwayes distinguished from Tyrants , and that 
they appeared to their Subjects as the very Images 
of Divinity. I do not think that the English 
Crown was ever worn by a Prince more Benign 
and Merciful than Charles the Second , I am 
confident , there is no King now living on Earth , 
who hath given a larger testimony of his natural 
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propensity and inclination that way. How great 
then mast be the guilt of those Ministers of State 
that cunningly obstructed the effects of the bounty 
and clemency of so good and gracious a Prince 
towards an innocent People 5 and perhaps not the 
least deserving of his Subjects ? Their gettings 
by the Bills of Settlement spoiles their plea , and 
pretence for the promotion of protestancy. It 
will seem a Paradox to posterity , that the Irish 
Nation, which in all insurrections hath been 
pardoned , and preserved by the Royal Bounty 
of Kings , meerly English should now be con- 
demned to an eternal extirpation by a King of 
old Irish extraction (lineally descended from Fer- 
gusius a Prince of the Royal bloud of Ireland) 
who of all the Kings that ever reigned in Eng- 
land, was most obliged to the Irish Nation, and 
that during the Reign of Charles the Second, 
(the most merciful Prince that ever wore a 
Crown) so many thousand innocents should be 
exempted from a hearing , and others from a Ge- 
neral Pardon , which by a mercy wholly extraor- 
dinary , doth extend to some of the very Regi- 
cides. 

These are verities not to be doubted of in our 
dayes , which after ages will hardly admit , see- 
ing the like was never before recorded in Annals , 
or mentioned in any History: for, since the 
Creation of Adam to this day (and perhaps our 
posterity to the Worlds end , may be as far to 
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* seek) we cannot produce another example of the 
1 like measure extended to a Christian people , 

; under the Government of a most Christian 
f Prince. The most bloudy Tyrants of former 
/ages , even those Monsters of Nature , who 
\ seemed to be born for no other end , than the 
desolation of Mankind , did never extirpate their 
old Friends , to make room for their reconciled 
Enemies : so that it must be a very difficult 
matter to perswade those who are not eye- 
witnesses of the Fact , that the Royal authority 
of our Gracious King , which here in England 
maintains the Peer in his Splendour and Dignity , 
the Commoner in his Birth-right and Liberty , 
which protects the Weak from the oppression of 
the Mighty , secures the Nobility from the inso- 
lence of the People , and by which Equal and 1 
Impartial Justice is indifferently distributed* to 
all the Inhabitants of this Great and Flourish* 
ing Realm ; should be at the same time made use J 
of in his Kingdom of Ireland , to condemn Inno- 
cents before they are heard , to destroy so many j 
thousand Widows and Orphans , to confirm un- 
lawful and usurped Possessions , to violate the 1 
Publick Faith , to punish Virtue , to countenance 
Vice , to hold Loyalty a Crime , and Treason 
worthy of Reward. The bloudy and covetous 
States-man who chiefly occasioned all this dis- 
order , was very often heard to say , with a fierce 
countenance , and passionate tone , the Irish de- 
h 3 


Digitized by Google 



118 


THE SETTLEMENT AND 


serve to be extirpated , and then he would (after 
bis usual manner) come out with a great Oath , 
and swear , they shall be all extirpated , root and 
brance. Good God , what a Heathen expression 
is this in the mouth of a Christian , who is ex- 
presly commanded to love his Enemies ? Does 
he think that the Divine Paovidence, which 
orders the growth of Herbs , the fall of Leaves^ 
and appoints an Angel for the guard of every 
individual person , takes no care to preserve an 
entire body of a Nation ? and that it shall be in 
the power of one man to destroy the work of God 
at his pleasure ; of such a man that could not 
prevent his own disgrace , nor avoid the many 
other inconveniencies which are like to fall upon 
him ? 

This proud Haman , who , joyntly with some 
few others , to get money for themselves , and 
estates for their children , contrived the general 
extirpation of the whole Irish race , but before 
he could fully compass his wicked Design (I must 
confess he went very near to do it , and if God 
had given him a longer continuance of power , 
he would undoubtedly make good his word) was 
forced , for his own safety , and the preservation 
of his life , to quit his fine House , forsake his 
Family, and bid his Country farewel, and to 
travel in his old age , in the dead of Winter , 
through so many dangers at Sea , and in com- 
modities by Land, to seek for some shelter 
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abroad , seeing be could not be secure at home. 
Justus es , Domine , 8f justum judicium tuum. 
He is gone with ail his Greatness , and tiie mi- 
series of the poor Irish do still continue ; how- 
ever they are yet in being , and live in hope that 
the fall of their mortal Enemy may be a begin- 
ning of their Rise , and that his Majesty will 
now seriously reflect upon the unparallel’d usage 
hitherto extended to that Nation , who are de- 
prived of the benefit of Law, Justice, and 
Publick Faith : the cryes and tears of more than 
a hundred thousand Widows and Orphans, being 
worthy his Majesties Princely consideration. And 
certainly ,*there can be no great difficulty met 
with to disannul two illegal Acts , which are 
^evidently repugnant , not only to the Law of 
God and Nature , contrary to common reason , 
(and consequently void in themselves) but also 
to all sound Policy and reason of State ; for that 
the true interest of England (as relating to 
Ireland) consists in raising the Irish as a Bul- 
wark , or balance , against our English and 
•Scotch Presbyterians. The Irish Papists agreed 
po well , and lived so peaceably with our English 
Prelatiques, during all the Reign of King James, 
and seventeen years of King Charles the first , 
that they seemed to be of one mind in all mat- 
ters : and when the Presbyterian practise;* and 
Convenant began to disturb these Kingdoms , the 
papists and Prelatiques in Ireland (as well as in 
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England) joyned their hearts and hands against 
Presbytery for the King. The great Earl of 
Strafford judged it was a true Protestant Cavalier 
interest , to raise an Army of Papists in Ireland , 
thereby to keep in awe the Presbyterians of 
Scotland and England ; and indeed the Presby- 
terian designs could never have had been com- 
passed , if the King had not been forced to dis- 
band the same Army. Then the Earl (now Duke 
of Ormond) thought it was the true English and 
Cavalier Interest, to joyn in Parliament with 
the Roman Catholick Nobility and Gentry of 
Ireland , against the Presbyterian Lords Justices 
and their Faction ; and therefore joyntly with 
them , resolved to secure their persons , and 
seize upon the Castle and Magazin of Dublin n 
for his Majesty ; but this their design was 
quashed by an inconsiderate attempt of some 
Northern Gentlemen , which occasioned the late 
Rebellion , and encouraged the Presbyterian 
Lords Justices to force the King’s Loyal Sub- 
jects into desperate courses : but no sooner were 
the Presbyterian Lords Justices deposed, and 
imprisoned by the King’s commands, but the 
Roman Catholicks returned to their duty , first 
by a cessation , next by a submissive peace , de- 
livering the whole Kingdom unto the Duke of 
Ormond , and joyning with the Cavalier Party 
against the King’s Enemies , and so continued 
until both were over powered by Cromwel. 
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Another reason why understanding men judge 
the Irish ought to be preserved , and their in- 
terest preferred before that of Cromwel’s Crea- 
tures, is, that the English of Ireland are not 
able to defend themselves against the Scots m 
that Country; if the Irish be Neuters. The 
Scots are a people so numerous , so needy , and 
so near unto Ireland, so cunning, close, and 
confederated in a common Interest , that some of 
our States-men apprehend , they may soon pos- 
sess themselves of that whole Island , they being 
at this present, not only Masters of Ylster , but 
spread over the other Provinces , and very well 
armed. Now, if dispair should dictate to the 
destroyed Irish , that it is their conveniency to 
joyn with the Scots against the English that pos- 
sess their Estates , without question the English 
Interest will be lost in Ireland. It is better 
therefore that the Irish Nation be gained by re- 
storing them to their own (such only excepted as 
had a hand in murdering English) than that a 
few Presbyterian and Phanatique upstarts be 
made great by other men’s Estates, and the 
whole Kingdom indangered to be wrested out of 
our hands , and separated from the Crown of 
England. 

Yon see , my Lord , that there seems to be as 
little conveniency as conscience in my Lord Cla- 
rendon’s , and his covetous partners settlement 
of Ireland ; yet I must confess this domestick 
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.affair agreeth well with his Policy in foreign 
Negotiations. Until his time the States>men of 
Europe (particularly the English) made it their 
business to keep the scales equal between France 
and Spain , least either of those two Potentates 
might aspire unto an Universal Monarchy ; But 
the Earl of Clarendon made it his business to 
utterly destroy Spain , and exalt the French 
King to such a height of power , that in a short 
time he might be Master of the Netherlands , 
and find no opposition in his way into England ; 
and indeed had not our Kings conduct and cou- 
rage been extraordinary, in closing up a new 
Defensive League so seasonably, and in conclu- 
ding a Peace between Spain and Portugal , no 
part of Europe that is worth the Coveting , could 
be free from the French command. I hope , that 
as God hath inspired his Majesty to prevent by 
Jhis League and Peace , the danger which cor- 
rupt Ministers drew upon us, so he will move him 
to establish a lasting Peace in his Dominions , 
by a just repeal of the Irish Act of Settlement; 
and thereby quash ail the designs against Eng- 
land , that France , or any Foreigner may en- 
deavour to ground upon the discontents of a 
destroyed , and desperate people. 

Now . my Lord , that you have had this ac- 
count of the transactions in Ireland since his 
Majesties Restau ration , it were an act worthy 
your Lordship (being a Leading Member in the 
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House of Peers in England , and much relied 
upon in the House of Commons) to make it your 
request to his Majesty , that the business of Ire- 
land may receive one Publick hearing , and all 
parties concerned appear by their agents , which 
if your Lordship prevail to get done , if the Set- 
tlement , as it is now established , be deemed 
just, will be happy for the Possessours, and 
take away all the Calumnies that the Irish do 
over all the world cast on the Managers of that 
Settlement; but if it appear not to be a just 
Settlement, then Justice in so high a degree will 
become the King , and his Highest Court, and 
will evidence the truth or nullitie of what hath 
been here offered to your Lordship , by , 

My Lord , 

Your Lordships most Faithful 
and most Humble Servant 


F. -N. 
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Lands granted to the Duke of Ormonde by the Act of 
Settlement and Court of Claims. Carte* 8 Ormon . 2 vol. 
p. 132. 

Counties. Lands. 

Gallway Moate, &c. . . 

■«*" {ESsftf’-: 

Meath Dunboyne, &c. . 

SS&f. : 

Waterford Carrigbegg, &c. 

C MilhiU, &c. . . 

Catberlogh *< Kilcorle, &c. . 

C Balliceally, &c. . 

f Balligowen, alias 

Smith’etown* Walter Walsh 
New-Church, ) 

. Mr. Archer 
. Pierce Shortall 
. Robert Shortall 
. Pierce Butler 
. John White 
. Edward Butler 
. Edmond Prendergast 
. David Walsh 


jvu&euujr 


Tipperary i 


f Rathana, &c. 
Rathardmoore 
Tubrid, &c. 
Ballynoran . 
Myler’s-town 
Hussey’s-town 
Fleming’s- town 
Moore-town, &c 


Old Proprietors. 

. Mr. Kelly 
. Mr. Nicholas Wogan 
. Morris Fitzgerald 
. Lord Dunboyne 
. George Blackney 
. Patrick Walsh 
. James Butler 
. Ulicke Wail 
. Edm. Bime 
. Gerald Nolan 


* Smith’s -town contained 834 acres, and New-Church 116 acres, two 
rood and eight pole, and was granted by the Duke to Robert Walsh 
and his heirs male, for the rent of £5. a year. 
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Counties. Lands. Old Proprietors. 

"Borrinduffe, &c. . Nicholas Whyte 
Rathloose, &c. . . Thomas Whyte 
Knocklosty, &c. . Theo. Butler 

Bathcastin . . . Tho. Butler 
James -town . . . Solomon Whyte 

Orchard’s- town . . Edmond Bfay 

Loghlohery . . . Morris Keating 

Deregrath, &c. . . Richard Keating 

Boytonrath . . . Edmond Butler 

Castle- Moyle, &c. . Walter Butler 
Shanbally Duffe . Pierce Butler 
Ballinree . . . Walter Butler 

Rathconne ... Sir Richard Ever&rd 
Brechindowne, ( Thomas Butler 
&c. ( James Butler 

Miler’s-town. . . Walter Hackett 

Tipperary Ballihomucke . . Richard Birmingham 
* Tyllocaslane. . . Piers Butler 

Ballinadlea . . . William Butler 

Balliowen, &c. . . Simon Salt 

Bulliknocke . . . Redmond Magrath 

Cloran .... Robert Shee 
Miltown .... Lord Dunboyne 
Tullaghmaine, &c. Richard Comin 
Coolenagon . . . Edmond Hogan 

Toburbryen . . . Dan. Ryan 

Lislin Franca . . W. Burks 
Moinarde . . . Edm. Heyden 

Archer’s- town . . James Archer 

Cloghmartin. . . James Butler 

Tullomain James . Lord Skerryn 
Moynetemple . . Edmond Heyden 
Boresoleigh . . . Richard Bourke 

l““T- 1 K'oSu. 
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NOTE. 


The following letters, as the reader will collect 
from their perusal, were written by Doctor 
French at different times, between the years 
1662 and 1666. 

The love of Ireland, which ever influenced 
this prelate, had induced him to leave the peace- 
ful retirement of his college at Louvain, as we 
have already seen, that he might be present with 
his countrymen in times of trouble and of peril. 

When these letters were written he was an 
exile, but an honoured one ; and although in the 
enjoyment of much, that he could not hope for 
at home, yet he was dissatisfied, because absent 
from the object of his love and thought. 'With 
the hope of prevailing upon the Duke of Ormond, 
who was then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to 
sanction his return to this country, he opened 
a correspondence with Peter Walsh, the histo- 
rian of the Remonstrance, but it was of no avail 5 
the Doctor, no doubt, “ was a good man, a good 
priest, and a good bishop,” as Ormond admitted, 
but he was a patriot and “had an intellect,” 
which appeared in the Duke’s eyes rather a dan- 
gerous compound, and likely to do more than 
contravene his other virtues, consequently he was 
obliged to continue abroad. Many of the Doctor’s 
writings contain much personal allusion to this 
minister, very easily accounted for by the unjust 
treatment he received, simply because he was 
true to his country and his creed. 
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“ The Roman- CathoUch Bishop of FenCs Letter 
from St Jago ,18 Junii , 1662 . To the Reve- 
rend James Cusack , Doctor of Divinity , at 
London? 

Sib, 

By the four last Letters I had from you (to which 
I have heretofore answered) you demand from 
me two things , to wit , on approbation of a Pro- 
testation signed by L. B. of Dromore , your self , 
and other Divines of our Nation in that City , 
and that I would give you a power to sign a Pro- 
curatorium Father Peter Walsh hath from the 
Clergy of Ireland , whereunto Edmund Reilly , 
Antony Geoghegan , James Dempsey , and 
others, have consented, as you write to me. 
To the same I also willingly consent , and do 
hereby impower you sign in my name the said 
Procuratorium , but with this limitation , the said 
Father Walsh shall do nothing for me , nor in 
my name , touching the above mentioned Pro- 
testation , until he shall receive my own express 
sense and answer. The Protestation seems a 
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Bock to the Divines of our Nation in this King- 
dom , and they wonder ye there made so easie a 
work of it : yet, of your good intentions in iUo 
facto , most of them rest well satisfied , persuad- 
ing themselves there was a necessity of unde- 
ceiving the Prince, and clearing our Clergy 
from black Calumnies ; hut they differ from you 
in the judgment of the matter, and lawfulness 
of the said Protestation. Briefly, the opinion of 
the Divines here , as well as of our Nation , as 
others, is quod sit potestas in summo JPontifice 
puniendi omnes mortales ratione delicti , which they 
aver to be St. Thomas his opinion , & speciatim in 
cap. decimo de Institution Principle. This, say 
they , is the power Innocentius III. meant, when 
intermedling between the Kings of France and 
England ( nimirum quando ad ilium Rex AngiUs 
detulit Regem Gallice) he said non intendxmus 
judicare defeudo , sed decemere de peccato , cujus 
ad nos pertinet sine dubitatione censura , quam in 
quemlibet exercere possumus , fr debemus. For fur- 
ther proof of this power, they produce Trans - 
lationem Imperii , and affirm this power of the 
Pope hath taken prescription for many Ages 
which they declare out of several Historians. 
Many of them will not be persuaded that ye have 
a probable opinion for your doings. But I have 
(as I think) manifestly shewed out of the little 
Book you saw with me , called Strenct i citJkoiica , 
that the learned School of Paris holds the Same 
opinion you relie upon in the signature of your 
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Protestation. This being so , it could not be 
denied (I conceived it so) but the opinion was 
probable , that had for it the authority of so fa- 
mous a School , quia probabilitas opinionis de- 
sumenda est ex principiis extrinsecis . After a 
view of what I pointed out in the said Book , 
some of them held that the said opinion had lost 
its probability by what Paulus V. declared in 
duobus Brevibus contra juramentum jidelitatis 
Regis Anglia , tanquam continens multa qua 
saluti Sf Jidei adversantur . Now your protesta- 
tion being the said in substance , cum isto jura - 
mento jidelitatis , that Declaration of Paulus 
Quintus , is against your Protestation , as 
well as against the said Oath. What shall 
I say more ? the Schoolmen of France and 
Spain (if I rightly understand them) dis- 
agree as much about the lawfulness , and matter 
of the Protestation , as both the Nations do in 
their humors. For my part, I confess learned 
Suarez his Arguments and Reasons, in defensione 
jidei , adversus errores Secta Anglicana , pracipue 
qua ab eo dicuntur in lib . tertio de primatu Pontificis , 
lib. 6. de'juramento jidelitatis Regis Anglia , are 
of great strength and force. Yet for all that I 
am ready , and heartily willing to yield my Prince 
all obedience and fidelity , all honest Bishops and 
Priests have done to their Princes in all ages 
and times , keeping ever to that old and sound 
rule of Tertullian , nimirum , sic colere Imperato - 
rm , qnomodo Christianis licet , Sf ills expedit ; and 
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I abhor and detest from my heart that impious , 
and heretical Doctrine of John Wickliff, to wit, 
That a Prince , if he rule ill } or fall into mortal 
sin , is no longer Prince ; but that his Subjects 
may rise against him , and punish him at their 
pleasures. Is it not a wonder the Kings Bishops 
do not pull this Hypocrite out of their Calendar 
of Saints (where Fox placed him in red Letters 
for a Martyr , though he dyed upon his Bed) for 
being Author of so pestiferious a Doctrine ? I 
also abhor the impious dogma of the great Babin 
of Geneva , teaching , That Princes Laws bind 
not Subjects to obedience in Conscience, but 
only for external , and temporal respect , whereby 
this precious Doctor of the Protestants sets the 
People loose for a Rebellion , when they shall 
please and find an occasion, expresly against 
St. Paul’s doctrine, cap . 13. ad Rom. Ideo neces- 
sitate Subditi estote non solum propter iram sed etiam 
propter conscientiam. This is the man so much 
esteemed by the Protestant Divines of England , 
who notwithstanding , dared pronounce that dan- 
gerous position for Princes in his expounding 
the Prophet Daniel, Abdicant se (saith he) ter- 
rent Prineipes dum insurgunt contra Deum ; 
imo indigni sunt qui eenseantur in homtnum 
numero. Potius ergo conspuere oportet in illo- 
rum capita , quam illis par ere , ubi sic proter - 
viunt , # velint spoliare Deum suo jure . The 
world may see , how civil a man this delicate 
Prophet using this fine phrase , conspure oportet 
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in principum capita , and is not this a learned 
Homily to teach Subjects obedience? but if a 
man ask Galvin who shall be judge between God 
and Kings , an insurgunt in Deum § spoliant 
eumjure suo , he will allow of no Judge in this 
high matter but himself all one, and conse- 
quently when he shall so please , will stir the 
people to a rebellion against their King , and de- 
pose , or make Him away as they list , because 
Calvin told them, spoliavit Deum jure suo , 
whioh is a sad lesson for Kings. 

A late Letter from France , tells , that Tuam , 
and the rest of my Brethren there , have con- 
sented to subscribe your Protestation. Believe 
me , they would not do so here , nor dare do it , 
for many reasons I think not fit to commit to 
this Paper, but you may believe it is so , $ hoc 
sapienti sat est , fyc. For the rest were onely 
private business , and salutes to Friends. After 
which , he subscribes thus : 

My dear Companion, 

Your ever true Friend to serve you, 

Nico: Fbrnen. 


“ Mis Letter to my self from the said place % dated 
19 Sept . 1665.” 

Reverend Father Walsh, 

Thither goeth the 'Submissive Letter , that lay 
upon my hands hard upon Twenty months 

i 


Digitized by Google 


134 


I/BTTERS* 


waiting for a secure conveyance. The Contenti 
thereof are , I conceive , reasonable , and suffi- 
cient to give his Grace the contentment I desire* 
I am able to say no more against iny self , then 
said Letter doth express , without helying my 
Conscience, and betraying my Fame , which I 
presume his Grace would not have me do. Upon 
this affair , that is , of so tender a concernment , 
I make this Discourse. Or the Letter will give 
clear satisfaction , or it will not. If the first , I 
shall be much joyed , and do my best to be there 
soon, depending with all confidence upon his 
Graces clemency and protection (as by your 
Letter you have insinuated I well may) of me , 
and mine , whereof my upright dealing and de- 
meanour will still keep me capable , exercising 
secretly and warily my Function , and giving by 
Gods blessing no kind of occasion of disturbing 
the peace of the Countrey, or offending the 
State and Government; and so shall all do, 
upon whom I shall have influence; and if any 
change or revolution shall happen in the Land 
(it may happen so , though I have no ground at 
present for divining such a matter) his Excellency 
will find me as truly as any of the Kings own 
Bishops. I bring not with me the spirit of Dis- 
sention or Ambition , I aim not at Honour , or 
worldly Commodities (for I enjoy more hereibr 
subsisting me , than I can do there,) that I seek 
after (God is my witness) is onely and solely my 
dear Lambs and Flock (their fleece and milk are 
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in another hand , if he will content himself with 
both , and seek not to vex me , I will be patient 
with the lack of both) and to give a right ac- 
count to my God of a sacred depositum , the 
'Charge of Souls committed by him to my trust 
and care. Which Commission can hardly be 
discharged by me without some toleration and 
liberty. Both I may in some measure enjoy, 
supported by his Grace’s protection against sur- 
mises , murmurations , calumnies , and many 
vapours of that kind which will be elevated from 
the envy of men , that will hate me more for 
being the man I am , than for my enmity against 
-the Commonwealth. Such men I foresee will 
seek to black my innocency , and in such an ar- 
ticle I hope his Graces benignity will be a refuge 
? to me. Truly if a person of my mind , who in- 
tends not ; abire in consilio inipiorum , neque in 
via peccatorum flare , § pondere § mensura Deo 
quod Dei est reddere , § Ccesaris C cesar i : if 
such an one may not pass his days unafflicted , I 
*may well say that is a Lamb of misery. 

But let us suppose the worst (which I hope 
t will not happen) to wit, that his Excellency by 
j my Letter, and clear intention, will not be sa- 
tisfied; if so; I shall truly hold my fortune 
< hard, having suffered so much, and so sharp 
: afflictions and reproaches in Borne , Spain , and 
Flanders, upon the score of being taken for a 
great friend and servitor of his, and (that 1 may 
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use the language of those vexed me) a principal 
Leader in the Anti-catholick Ormonian Faction. 
Collige ex ungue leonim , by the confession of 
Father Patrick Hacquet. But one thing (which 
is more home) I will say to you , which I never 
said before (in verbo Sacerdotis tierum died) I 
hare done his Grace a certain good turn that 
claims and merits (I dare boldly aver it) a greater 
recompence than what I now demand from him , 
or ever shall. If that with the contents of my 
Letter , and the good intents also I bear to heart , 
shall not be able to pacific his jealousie and an- 
ger , I will say my luck is harder than that of 
many others , that have offended him , and less 
served him. 

But if it shall come to that extremity, what 
is to be done ? I seek advice from you that is a 
Priest and Missioner , whether I am to stay 
where lam, or adventure unto that Countrey ? 
In my opinion it would be the resolution of a 
languishing spirit , if the fear of men in such an 
article , would be able to deter a Bishop from 
doing the work of God , and attending his flock. 
You know Kings themselves have no power to 
hinder those divine Functions. If I am put to 
it in this matter , I conceive my best answer 
will be that of the Apostles, obedire oportet Deo 
magis quam homintbus. If St. Paul said, we 
enim mihi est si non Evangelizavero (he said so, 
qma ei ineumbebat necessitas EcangeUzandi) what 
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•ball I be able to say for my self in the last day , 
if I shall in this short day of life , leave off this 
Divine duty for the fear of men ? how shall I 
escape that anger of God ? what priviledge can 
I prelend to, the Apostle had not? I going 
into that land with the Spirit of peace and meek- 
ness for attending the saving Souls in all humi- 
lity and charity, intending to. give all due obe- 
dience to my Prince in Civilibus , and to all 
those he shall appoint to govern under him ; and 
to pay each one the Tribute due unto him ; cui 
timorem timorem , cui honorem honor em ; and in all 
my functions and proceedings , so to carry my 
self, as none shall have just cause to complain 
of me ; and I confidently hope , God will give 
me grace and power to perform all I here pro- 
mise. 

Of this long Letter, which will, I fear, 
weary you in the perusing, as it did me in the 
penning , you may impart to his Grace what 
you think fitting , who may not as I conceive , 
be offended with any branch thereof. I conclude 
all with that noble saying of an ancient Sage , 
Nocens veretur legem , innocens fortunam . I 
may fear the last, being confident no just Law 
will ever do me harm. My great freedom , is 
an evident argument of my confidence in you , 
which indeed is great ; for my opinion of you is 
better , and far more benign than that of many 
others, &c. 

, The rest were onely private business, and sa~ 
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lutes to Friends. After which, he subscribes 
thus : 

Reverend Father, 

Your true Friend, 

And affectionate Servant, 

Nico: Fernen. 

St. James's in Galicia , 

19 Sept. 1665 . 


“ His submissive Letter front the same place , hut 
dated Sept . 22 , the same year to his Ghrace the 
Duke of Ormond , Lord Lieutenant General and 
General Governor of Ireland” 

May it please your Grace, 

A Friend from them parts advised me to write 
a Submissive humble Letter, begging pardon 
of your Grace, and that after such a Letter 
nothing would remain to obstruct my going home, 
and your Graces Protecting me hereafter. 

Your noble inclination , and desire of making 
Peace even with those have offended you , is so 
manifest , as I presume your Grace is of Seneca’s 
mind, who said, Penitent, est fere tnnocens ; 
being then in my self truly penitent for any 
thing coming from me, that hath, or could 
have displeased your Grace , I have made a fair 
step to be innocent in your Consideration , and 
I truly make account my luck is good , that am 
to appease an anger , that of it self begins to be 
pleased. I do not say this with intent to tickle , 
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or flatter your Graces ears : for this is not my 
Custom , who have (as is well known to all that 
know me) offended men more by freely speaking 
truth , then pleased them by flattering them. I 
will say one thing more (perhaps in some mens 
judgment insolent) that displeasing your Grace I 
am in less danger , then offending a man of a 
low condition , that should have any power to 
avenge himself of me. The reason is evident , 
because the low man , Dum cuncta timet cuncta 
ferit : But the anger of great Men is like a 
Thunder and Lightning , that bringing more 
fear than destruction. fe 

To come nearer the Point , as a Christian , I 
may not deny a rational satisfaction even to the 
meanest person injured by me. Leaving that 
so , the question is , What is the Crime I should 
seek Pardon for, how great, and when com* 
mitted against your Grace ? for what hath passed 
before the Peace (if not Murther , or some black 
doings , of which I am no way guilty) the Act 
of Oblivion , giveth me , and all , a freedom and 
safety. Since the Peace I have faithfully ob- 
served the Articles thereof, and never betrayed 
the common Interest. There is not any man 
living can accuse me th$t way. But the doings 
of Jamestown are objected as Treasonable, a 
breach of the pacification, and an attempt of 
pulling down Kingly Authority. I was then 
upon a common bottom : and. can truly say for 
one, and all of us, that we no way intended to 
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despise your Person , or Dignity , or act any 
thing against Kingly Authority , or the Interest 
of the Nation. The message the Bishop of Dro- 
more, and Dr. Kelly Dean of Tuam, brought 
from the Prelats to your Excellency, maketh 
this manifest. In what a lamentable condition 
the Kingdom was then , how little thereof, those 
faithful to the King had ; being driven all of us 
into a corner of one Province , how unlike we 
were to recover what was lost , or defend what 
we held, no man knoweth better than your 
Grace. The King was also then in the hands of 
the Scottish Presbiterians , deadly enemies to 
the Catholicks of Ireland, so as there was no 
access to his Majesty. In the opinion of all r 
there was need of a speedy cure for the Nation 
in danger , or all was given for lost. The Pre- 
lats that met at Jamestown had some Months 
before in the Congregation of Clonmacnois (as 
your Grace knoweth well) co-operated to the 
best of their power with your Excellency , and 
made Ordinances for keeping the People in 
obedience under His Majesty, and in Union 
with one another under your Government, for 
there was fear the Enemy then Powerful, would 
debauch them from the\r duty. Our thoughts in 
Jamestown were the same we had in Clonmac- 
nois , and all of us aimed at the safety of all in- 
terests , and represented , as we then conceived 
to your Excellency the right expedient of settling 
all things the best way the times did then permit. 
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If we have not hit the remedy , we had a good 
mind to do it without any mans prejudice. Let 
therefore the World deal with us (that walked 
bona fide) as they do with Physicians , who are 
not punished for missing the Cure , when they 
have done their best endeavours ; and let those 
that are pleased to condemn the Fact , at least 
excuse our intentions , which excuseth us before 
God. For these , and other reasons I can alledge , 
I am , as I conceive , able to clear my self from 
blame s (certain I am , I had not the mind of 
incurring blame) if questioned before an indiffe- 
rent , and well informed Judge; unquestioned 
I cannot be justly Condemned. If I shall say 
about the doings of Jamestown , other then what 
I said , which is the true dictamen of my Soul , 
I shall belye my self, and betray my fame; 
which is a sin before God. Yet for all this , I 
had rather in this particular , and all other of 
this kind , depend upon his Majesties Clemency , 
and your Graces benignity, than mine inno- 
cency. 

My fault (I will not be so great an Hypoorite 
as to excuse it) committed against your Grace 
was a culpable Passion of speaking and writing 
severely of some of some of your doings after 
the Peace. And for this, none hath been more 
angry with me than my self, none more afflicted : 
for malice against your Person , Diguity , or any 
your Interest , I am , and have been ever free. 
*How this Scintilla of misunderstanding between 
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your Grace , and me , was first inkindled , and 
what persons, suspitions, and mistakes gave 
growth thereunto , it skilleth not to speak in this 
place. But, I take God to witness, I never 
writ a line until much provoked by the doings of 
some people. More than I have said against my 
self, no man is justly able to say. 

Now if Augustus Cesar a Pagan , did heartily 
pardon Lucius Cinna , who resolved to kill him 
at the Altar , offering Sacrifice ; will not your 
Grace , a Christian , freely forgive me for a 
Passion of Nature (that is my only offence) far 
different in blackness from Cynna’s murthering 
mind. 

My Lord, a great Mind becometh a great For- 
tune, and a great Clemency is the companion and 
greatest honour of both. As your grace hath 
the two first , let the pardon I demand granted , 
tell me you have the last , and give me leave to 
speak freely to your Grace in Seneca’s Language ; 
that to a great man many punishments are as dis- 
honourable , as many funerals to a Physician. 

Having ingeniously confessed all I can say 
against my self, I have reason to expect your 
Grace’s Pardon and Protection , which I pray 
may be signified unto me by some one of your 
trusty Secretaries , that I may know the waters 
of your anger are fallen. 

My Lord, where I am, I am well looked 
upon , and enjoy a subsistence competent and 
decent for quality ; whereas going home , I have 
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nothing before me for relieving me , my Church 
and Lands being transferred to another hand , 
most of all my friends are dead and gone , a few 
worthy Gentlemen allied to me (who have a 
willingness to subsist me) live themselves in po- 
verty , and in great fear they will not be re- 
stored to their own. Notwithstanding all those 
incommodities , if my weak forces (for I am 
afflicted with many sharp pangs of infirmity) will 
serve me , and that I may enjoy your Grace’s 
Protection for discharging a trust God put upon 
me , I am resolved to set forward. Were it not 
for this reason of duty to God , and love to my 
Flock ; your Grace may confidently believe , my 
exile would be more pleasing than my Countrey. 
God prosper and protect your Grace (for which 
I have now for some years heartily prayed) so 
wishing , with a submissive kiss of your hand, 
(My Lord) 

' Your Graces most Obedient 
Humble Servant, 

Nico: Fernensis. \ 

St. James in Gallicia, 

Sept. 22, 1665. 
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